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As this year's rendition of the 
historic FIFA World Cup 
tournament came to an end,  
Argentina emerged 
victorious following a 
challenging yet thrilling 
campaign. 

The tournament’s 
final, a dramatic encounter 
between two heavyweights, 
Argentina and France, was 
seen as one of the greatest 
and most intensive games 
ever played in a World Cup 
Final. With both nations 
hoping to win their third 
World Cup, the game 
provided nail-biting, 
spine-tingling, and 
hair-raising moments that 
will long live in sports 
history. 

be vital as France eventually 
gained momentum in the 
second half of the game. 

With ten minutes left 
to play, Mbappé scored a 
goal that sparked the 
comeback for his nation. Just 
ninety-five seconds after his 
first goal in the 80th minute, 
Mbappé netted a perfect 
volley that tied up the game.

Thirty minutes of 
extra time followed and 
provided more dramatic 
moments. In the 108th 
minute of the game, 
following a shot that was 
saved by French goalkeeper 
Hugo Lloris, Messi managed 
to barely sneak in the 
rebound that sent Argentina 
into the lead once again. 
However, just as they did in 
the first half, France bounced 
back. With two minutes left 
in the game, France was able 
to draw a penalty kick that 
was calmly put away by 
Mbappé, once again tying 
the game. This also marked 
Mbappe’s third goal of the 
game, making him only the 
second player in history to 
ever score a “hat-trick” in the 
final of the tournament.

With extra time not 
having been enough, penalty 
kicks were played to settle 
the game. Following a save 

 

nation's historic run. 
When asked about 

his opinion, junior Sebastian 
Feiglmuller said, “it made me 
feel fulfilled that the nation 
finally won a well-deserved 
final. When I spoke with my 
family and saw how people 
in the country were 
celebrating, I couldn’t 
contain my joy.” 

It is without a doubt 
that the 2022 FIFA World 
Cup will long live in the 
memory of many for years to 
come.

by Argentine goalkeeper 
Emiliano Martínez and a 
miss by French player 
Aurélien Tchouaméni,  
Gonzalo Montiel stepped up 
to win the illustrious title for 
his nation. Hitting his shot to 
the left of the net, Montiel 
secured the victory for his 
team and sent the rest of his 
nation into delirium. 

EBHS sophomore 
Mia Raisin explains that “the 
game was one of the best 
ever played. It was intense 
and exhilarating. While it 
was expected that Argentina 
would win, it was well 
deserved.”

For Argentina, 
soccer is a huge part of their 
culture. All around the 
country, starting from the 
capital in Buenos Aires to the 
streets of Messi’s hometown, 
Argentines celebrated the 

Fans around the world 
watched some of soccer’s 
greatest players, Lionel Messi 
for Argentina and Kylian 
Mbappé for France, playing 
against each other on the 
world’s biggest stage. 

The first half of the 
game was mainly dominated 
by Argentina. Although 
French players played 
valiantly, Argentina claimed 
an early 2-0 lead with goals 
from Messi in the 23rd 
minute and Ángel Di María 
in the 36th minute. With his 
team down and looking to 
change the momentum of 
the game, French manager 
Didier Deschamps made 
early changes to his game 
plan. These tactics proved to 

Argentina Wins the World Cup
by Ana Bornstein

reuters.com
Lionel Messi and Argentina lift the prestigious World Cup

lemonde.fr
The people of Buenos Aires, Argentina celebrate the nation's historic 
victory

marca.com
Argentina takes a victory lap

On December 9th, 2022, the 
R&B singer-songwriter SZA 
released her long-awaited 
sophomore album, SOS. Her 
most recent release was the 
Grammy-nominated album, 
Ctrl, which came out in 2017. 
For many fans, this was far 
too long to go without a new 
SZA album. Nonetheless, the 
extended anticipation for the 
album bolstered excitement.  
Fans tuned in excitedly on 
the night of the release, after 
a lengthy wait. The new 
album contains twenty-three 
tracks exploring various new 
genres, artists, and emotions. 
It also includes three 
previously released singles: 
“Good Days,” “I Hate U,” 
and “Shirt.”  
    Junior Aditi Das explained 
how the album completely 
surpassed her expectations.
        

improvement, which 
resonates well with fans who 
have found themselves in 
similar situations. 
Sophomore Anne-Gabriella 
Reyes said, 
 “SZA’s music has always 
been so important to me, and 
it’s gotten me through tough 
times. It really meant a lot 
that she clearly put in time 
and effort to ensure SOS was 
an album of sustenance.” 
     Much of the album’s 
eccentricity comes from its 
incorporation of distinctive 
styles to express the natural 
flow of emotions. The album 
includes features from many 
accomplished artists 
throughout various genres, 
making SOS a unique and 
explorative R&B album. 
Features include R&B singer 
Don Toliver, indie singer 
Phoebe Bridgers, rapper 
Travis Scott, and rapper 
Dirty Ol’ Bastard, one of the 
founding members of the 
Wu-Tang Clan.
     Within days of its initial 
release, the album became a 
sheer success, shattering 
multiple records. While Ctrl 
debuted at number three on 
the US Billboard 200, 
SOS not only debuted at 
number one but stayed there 
for two consecutive weeks. 

perform her new album 
throughout the country. 
Tickets for concerts sold out 
quickly as fans were excited 
to watch SZA live. 

     For many, SZA’s songs 
provide clarity, as her 
self-awareness and emotional 
depth with each lyric are 
uncannily relatable. Her 
heartfelt words hit the soul; 
which can explain why her 
music is so incredibly 
successful today. 

According to Billboard, the 
first-week sales for SZA’s 
SOS contained the most 
first-week streams for an 
R&B album in history. SOS 

has also broken Spotify’s 
record for the largest number 
of single-day streams for an 
R&B album, with 68 million 
streams in a day. 
     SZA continues to ride on 
the momentum of her 
success as she goes on tour in 
the spring of 2023 to 
jjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjj

 She said, “I was just so 
excited in general to listen to 
SOS because it’s been so 
long since SZA has released 
an album. It was honestly 
worth the wait because it was 
beautiful. I’ve never 
experienced an album where 
I’ve liked every single song 
from beginning to end.”
     While SOS deals with 
many of the same issues of 
love and relationships that 
SZA expressed in Ctrl, the 
new album follows her 
emotional journey towards 
finding self-love and 
acceptance from a more 
confident place. The album 
follows the artist becoming 
more self-assured, while 
simultaneously letting go of 
her reliance on romantic 
relationships. Instead, she 
focuses on self-growth and

The Release of SZA’s SOS: A Worthwhile 
Wait

by Aviti Jain and Anika Bahirwani

MTV
SZA at the Met Gala in 2018

Rolling Stone
The iconic cover of Ctrl, SZA’s first album

NPR
SZA performing on stage



Page 2

Welcome to Midterms season, EBHS! While we 
would love to put a positive spin on this, the 
reality is, most of you are likely to be cramming 
five months of learning into one week (probably 
less). Despite all that, remember that we’re finally 
at the halfway mark. That’s right, we’re mainly 
directing this sentiment at the seniors. You heard 
it here first, folks. You can finally refer to 
yourselves as second-semester seniors. That’s not 
to say that we, the editors-in-chief of The Clarion, 
are condoning the kicking in of senioritis, but it is 
definitely a silver lining in the midst of the chaos 
that has been midterms season.

As for the sophomores and juniors, congrats on 
making it through the first half of the 2022-23 
school year! From International Club’s Bollywood 
Night to the World Cup, this year has been a year 
to remember! As January comes to an end, we 
hope you can reflect on your progress thus far 
(have you been keeping those New Years' 
Resolutions? We know we definitely have) and 
ways to keep yourself motivated for the next few 
months. 

We got this EBHS! Fingers crossed for some snow 
days! 

-Shohini & Olivia
Editors-in-Chief, 2022-2023

From the Editors-in-Chief:

EIC Note

Interested in submitting original drawings, cartoons, comics, and other artwork to be 
featured in our publications? Contact clarion.visual2022@gmail.com for more information!

Kristen Lee
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Humans of EBHS

“I’m thinking about 
what my future holds. 
What exciting events 
are awaiting? What 

career path I will end 
up pursuing? What is 
my lifestyle going to 

be? Where will I stand 
let’s say 10 years from 
now? These questions 
are roaming my head 
and when I find the 

answers to them, they 
will shape the true 

me!”
- EBHS junior 

Priyanka Shankar

“Because of my 
experiences in 

recent weeks, here 
are my 

thoughts...people 
want to be heard, 
so take the time to 
listen. If you are 

not funny, do not 
try to be funny.” 

- Ms. Hagan

“College. We’re in the stage 
where some people have 

gotten into the college of their 
dreams and I feel like I’m just 

waiting. It’s exciting now 
knowing where you're going 

to be in September. A majority 
of the kids are going to be 
back at the high school in 

September but for us, we’re 
going to be who knows where 

and that’s exhilarating but 
also quite terrifying. A lot of 
early actions come out this 
month so really just all the 

waiting is so much anxiety.” 
- EBHS senior Navvya Kalra

“For what reason do people spend nearly a quarter of their 
day at school, spend thousands of dollars to further their 

education, and strive to be the best? While some may want 
societal acceptance, recognition, or to inflate their own 

ego, at the end of the day, a thick green wad of hundreds 
trumps nearly all things in value. The basis to make this 

money is to maintain a business. And the person who 
makes the most money is the leader, the CEO, the man 

running the show. So, obviously, you would want to be a 
future business leader of America. Is this a shameless plug 
in for FBLA? Yes. However, regardless, FBLA is a fantastic 
opportunity to gain more insight into all things business 
that not many are fortunate enough to have. So whether 

you want to go into marketing, coding, or even video 
production, FBLA has the opportunities needed to further 
your interests in the things you love, alongside aspects of 
business that may not have been previously considered.”

= EBHS sophomore Brandon Kim 

December 20th, 2022 marked 
the day the Taliban 
government of Afghanistan 
banned university-level 
education for all female 
students in the nation. Now, 
nineteen million women and 
girls are prohibited from 
going to college. 

This was confirmed 
by Nida Mohammad Nadim, 
Afghan Minister of Higher 
Education, on December 22. 
According to PBS, he 
justified the decision as 
preserving Islam’s fidelity, 
and on Afghanistan National 
Television said, “girls were 
studying agriculture and 
engineering, but this didn’t 
match Afghan culture. Girls 
should learn, but not in areas 

Afghanistan’s decision.
     The question remains: 
was the Taliban’s decision to 
ban university education for 
women accurate to Islam? 
Many voices doubt such 
sentiments and believe that 
the  Taliban’s use of Islam is 
a cover  for corruption and 
maintaining power. 
Sophomore Tasneem Haque 
said, “Afghanistan does not 
truly follow Islam; rather, it 
weaponizes it to pervade the 
Patriarchy. It goes against the 
basic ideals [of the religion] 
to educate oneself. The 
Taliban revokes these ideas.”
     Secularism, or the 
principle of separation of the 
state from religious 
institutions, is considered 
blasphemy, influencing some 
to follow the Taliban’s idea 
of Islam. Using Islam as a  
method of promoting 
authoritarianism and 
patriarchy in Afghanistan 
favors Taliban leaders and 
people in power. The ban on 
university education for 
women emphasizes  the 
Taliban’s control. However, 
at its core, Afghanistan’s ban 
may reveal a more significant 
humanitarian crisis plaguing 
the country. Worlddata lists 

     AP World History and 
Model UN advisor Mrs. 
Spivey said, “Unfortunately, 
nothing comes to mind of 
what to do. Afghanistan is its 
own sovereign nation with 
its own, very strict set of 
beliefs. The UN has to 
respect that.” 

In the modern 
world, the general consensus 
is that of appallment; 
however, Afghani citizens 
still suffer. With 
Non-governmental 
Organizations such as Save 
the Children and CARE now 
having to suspend their work 
in Afghanistan, the future 
seems all but bleak for the 
livelihoods of millions of 
women now deprived of an 
education. 

Afghanistan as one of the 
current 47 fourth-world 
countries, or in other words, 
the least developed nations. 
With a GNI per capita of 500 
USD, 90% of Afghan families 
are impoverished. 
     The international 
community seems to view 
Afghanistan’s ban on 
education as a violation of 
human rights. However, the 
truth is that besides harsh 
words, nations cannot force 
Afghanistan’s Taliban 
government to overturn their 
ban. Currently, the most that 
can be done is imposing 
sanctions on Afghanistan, 
depriving the impoverished 
populace more than any one 
Taliban official. 
     

that go against Islam and 
Afghan honor.”
     Members of the 
international community 
were quick to refute these 
statements. One of the first 
opponents was Turkish 
Foreign Minister Mevlut 
Cavusoglu. In a joint press 
conference with Yemeni 
prime minister Ahmed Awad 
Bin Mubarak, Cavusoglu said 
that Islam actually 
“encourages education and 
science,” making the Afghan 
ban “neither Islamic nor 
humane.” Several other 
Islamic countries, such as 
Saudi Arabia and Qatar, took 
this stand over the course of 
the week, expressing 
disappointment in 

Afghanistan Bans University Education For Women
by Rifat Meer

The Killid Group
Nida Mohammad Nadim, current Afghan Minister of Higher Education 
and Taliban member.

ABC News
A group of Afghan women protesting against Taliban rule after U.S. 
withdrew troops from Afghanistan.
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On December 13, 2022, 
President Biden signed the 
Respect for Marriage Act 
into law, bringing federal 
recognition to same-sex and 
interracial marriages. The 
bill, which gained bipartisan 
support in both the House 
and the Senate, overturned 
its predecessor law, the 
Defense of Marriage Act 
(DOMA); which federally 
recognized heterosexual 
relationships and did not 
require states to recognize 
same-sex marriages. 
     On that momentous 
afternoon, thousands of 
LGBTQ+ speakers, 
advocates, and performers, 
such as Sam Smith and 
Cyndi Lauper, gathered on 
the South Lawn of the White 
House to commemorate the 
historic occasion. 

sex relationships and 
marriages, even if the 
Obergefell decision is to be 
overturned. 
   While the decision 
garnered support from 
people across the country, it 
also received criticism for 
failing to address current 
issues that LGBTQ+ 
individuals and couples 
experience. For instance, 
studies have shown an 
increase in LGBTQ+ 
directed hate crimes, 
conveyed by the tragic 
Colorado Springs shooting, 
in addition to a new wave of 
proposed anti-LGBTQ+ 
legislation. Hence, people are 
urging Congress to pass the 
Equality Act, which would 
prohibit discrimination based 
on sex, sexual orientation, 
and gender identity entirely. 
     Though the Respect for 
Marriage Act undeniably acts 
as an important stepping 
stone in securing total 
federal LGBTQ+ 
protections, EBHS junior 
Emma-Rose Singh relays 
that “it’s upsetting this 
legislation took so long to 
come to fruition, especially 
when considering the tragic 
historical treatment the 
LGBTQ+ community has 
been forced to endure.” 

can live how they want 
without fear of other people 
or even the government 
trying to take them and 
ridicule them for wanting to 
live and appear how they 
want to.” 
     While the Respect for 
Marriage Act is a major 
milestone in the efforts to 
protect the LGBTQ+ 
community, many Americans 
contend that the government 
must take further action to 
ensure that the LGBTQ+ 
community is considered 
fully equal under American 
law. 

     When asked about his 
feelings towards the Respect 
for Marriage Act, EBHS 
sophomore and a member of 
GASP, Thomas Cooper, said, 
“I feel as if these new rights 
are a step in the right 
direction, as same-sex 
marriage is near the same, if 
not the same, in practice. 
This bill is impactful, as it 
may pave the way for others 
to rise up and challenge what 
is considered normal within 
society. I think the future of 
LGBTQ+ rights is headed 
towards a situation where 
peoplejjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjjj
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The idea to pass this 
legislation came nearly six 
months after the Supreme 
Court’s Dobbs v Jackson 
decision overturned Roe v 
Wade, a landmark case that 
federally legalized abortion. 
Furthermore, in the Jackson 
decision, conservative Justice 
Clarence Thomas 
commented on the need to 
revisit other conscientious 
issues, such as gay rights. 
     This worried Democrats 
across the nation, as the 
conservative majority in the 
Supreme Court could further 
go on to overturn Obergefell 
v. Hodges, which legalizes 
and provides constitutional 
protection for same-sex 
relationships. 
     However, under the 
newfound law, states are 
required to recognize same-

Biden’s Respect for Marriage Act: What Comes Next? 
by Navya Pandit

Q Salt Lake
The White House following the signing of the Respect for Marriage Act

The Washington Post
President Biden signing the Respect for Marriage Act

An Aquatic Disaster

for one final skit. She was even 
serenaded by musical guest, Austin 
Butler, and the rest of the cast. By 
the end of the episode, Strong broke 
character to say her final goodbye, “I 
had a lot of fun here. And I feel 
really lucky that I have had so many 
of the best moments of my life in 
this place, and with these people 
that I love so much.”
     As the longest-tenured female on 
the show, Strong has left a lasting 
impact on the comedic community, 
as she was always a committed cast 
member, and “put forth her best 
self” to focus on making viewers 
laugh, says Sarah Surabian. While 
viewers of SNL are sad to see Strong 
go, it is exciting to see where Strong 
will go next and what she will 
accomplish in the rest of her career.

On December 17, 2022, 
Cecily Strong made her final 
appearance from Studio 8H of 
NBC’s headquarters, for the hit 
comedy series, Saturday Night Live. 
Beginning her debut on the variety 
sketch show in 2012, Strong captured 
the audience's hearts, with her spot 
on celebrity impressions and her 
iconic characters such as The Girl 
You Wish You Hadn't Started a 
Conversation with at a Party and 
Melania Trump. 
     “I loved watching her different 
characters. It’s upsetting since she 
and Pete [Davidson] were my 
favorites,” said EBHS senior Brooke 
Lahr. “At least I’m pretty sure Kenan 
Thompson is still around.” 
   Despite many cast members 
leaving SNL in the past year, such as 
Pete Davidson and Kate McKinnon, 
viewers were shocked to hear of 
Strong’s departure mid 48th season. 
Avid Saturday Night Live viewer, 
Sarah Surabian said, “I was very sad 
to hear she was leaving. She had 
been on the show longer than the 
majority of the other cast members, 
and I don’t remember the show 
without her.” 
     On Strong’s last episode for the 
late night show, she brought back 
her famed character, Cathy Anne, 

Cecily Strong Leaves SNL
by Siena Baver

were found injured from glass 
splinters among the broken 
Christmas decorations, poles, and 
window frames. 
   Hours after the Aquadom 
ruptured, the street outside the hotel 
remained soaked by gallons of water 
that surged out of the lobby. 
Currently, the exact reason behind  
the catastrophe is unknown, but 
some speculate freezing 
temperatures caused  cracks to 
accumulate in the aquarium’s 
internal structure. 

Markus Kamrad, a member 
of Berlin’s Department for 
Environment, explains that while it 
was a tragedy for the fish, it was 
fortunate that “it happened at a time 
that only two people were slightly 
injured.” 

“Fish and other wildlife need 
to be better protected,” said EBHS 
senior Karen Kolta.

Inside Berlin’s Radisson Blu Hotel, 
once stood the beautiful, 50 feet tall, 
Aquadom aquarium. The Aquadom 
was home to roughly 1,500 tropical 
fish and was pronounced as the 
largest freestanding cylindrical 
aquarium in the world. When it 
opened in 2003, the Radisson Blu 
Hotel promised its guests the chance 
to "find Nemo, Dory, and many 
more beautiful fish up close." EBHS 
junior Sebastian Angeles said “the 
aquarium once seemed like such a 
promising attraction for families, as 
it was home to beautiful aquatic 
life.” 
     Tragically, on the morning of 
December 16, 2022, the massive 
aquarium burst. Guests claimed the 
impact was so strong, it was 
comparable to a small earthquake. 
As  workers arrived at the scene, 
they found the bodies of numerous 
tropical fish and glass scattered 
across the main floor. Two people

by Clara Wang

National Public Radio
Street damage after flooding caused by 
the aquarium’s burst

Forbes
Berlin’s Aquadom aquarium

“This bill is impactful, as it may pave the way 
for others to rise up and challenge what is 

considered normal within society”

Entertainment Weekly
SNL’s co-anchor for Weekend Updates: 
Cecily Strong



games this season. “My favorite part 
about playing high school basketball 
is playing a sport I love with people 
really close to me,” Hennessy said. 
“While we all struggle through the 
hardships of the season together, we 
also make many memories.” 

The JV team has also been

hard at work. With three wins and 
four losses so far, players continue to 
work on improving their skills to 
prepare for games. 
     “The main goal is to end off with 
a winning record, improve every day 
as a team, build team chemistry, and 
just be the best team we can be,” 
said JV sophomore Ishaan 
Ketharpal.
     The varsity and JV Boys 
Basketball teams are excited to see 
where this season will take them. In 
the meanwhile, continued support 
from fellow EBHS classmates is 
needed to cheer on the teams as they 
approach the halfway mark of their 
season.

With the start of the Boys' 
Basketball season in late November, 
EBHS athletes have been working 
hard at practice each day to prepare 
for games as well as the potential 
championships.
     The varsity team won their first 
game of the season over winter 
break against New Brunswick High 
School with a score of 60-52. 
Freshman Matt Mikulka scored 19 
points and another 18 were made by 
senior Mike Mikulka. Overall, the 
team showed resilience and 
determination throughout the game. 
Despite a tough start to the season, 
the team remains optimistic and 

hopes to maintain a successful 
campaign as they compete against 
various schools across the state.
     Junior Brian Hennessy is a 
forward on the varsity basketball 
team and has played in several of the 

Page 5 Opinions, News, & Entertainment

     Even with these measures 
being taken, some continue 
to consider solutions to 
further decrease smoking in 
New Zealand that could even 
be applied elsewhere. 
Sophomore Jocelyn Ruiz 
said, “It would be helpful if 
legislation was passed to 
create mandatory education 
plans to inform younger 
people on the effects of 
nicotine, as well as harsher 
punishments for people 

On  December 13, 2022, New 
Zealand passed a law 
banning the sale of tobacco 
products to anyone under the 
age of 14 (with the exception 
of e-cigarettes and vapes). By 
passing the law, the 
government hopes to prevent 
a new generation from 
developing health 
complications due to tobacco 
use. According to The 
Guardian, New Zealand is 
the first country in the world 
to enact a law ensuring that 
businesses are not legally 
allowed to sell tobacco to 
anyone born after January 1, 
2009. 

corner and supermarket 
stores. However, since the  
law will not pertain to 
e-cigarettes or vapes, some 
have worries about its 
consequences.
     "I think that [e-cigarettes 
and vapes] will become more 
popular since usually when 
the government bans 
something, people will only 
be more tempted to get that 
thing, kind of like with 
Prohibition,” said sophomore 
Marissa Shummette. When 
the U.S. banned alcohol from 
1920 to 1933, the country 
experienced an increase in 
illegal activities involving 
alcohol, including the 
emergence of speakeasies. 
Speakeasies were illicit 
establishments that sold 
alcoholic beverages.
     According to Time 
Magazine, the amount of 
nicotine that can be smoked 
from tobacco is also being 
limited by the new law 
through reducing the 
number of retailers permitted 
to sell tobacco from 
approximately 6,000 to 600. 

underage that are found to 
be smoking.” 
     New Zealand legislation 
recognizes smoking as an 
issue in its country. While 
they are taking action to 
address this problem, many 
questions remain 
unanswered: will it be 
enough? And will other 
nations, such as the United 
States, follow in New 
Zealand’s footsteps? Only 
time will tell. 

     “I don’t think the tobacco 
ban will be that effective,” 
said sophomore Ashley 
Figueroa-Zuniga. “When 
people are addicted to 
something then they’ll find a 
way to get that even if it costs 
them a lot.”
     In New Zealand, the new 
law will accompany 
additional measures to make 
smoking more expensive and 
difficult to obtain. These 
include drastically lowering 
the permitted amount of 
nicotine in tobacco products 
and mandating that they 
only be sold in specialty 
tobacco stores rather than 

New Zealand Tobacco Ban: No More Smoking?
by Gabrielle Terlovsky

Republic World
The 40th New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern next to a no 
smoking sign

AARC
Various tobacco products which will be banned by New Zealand

“When people are addicted to something 
then they’ll find a way to get that even if it 

costs them a lot.” 
     - Sophomore Ashley Figueroa-Zuniga

2023 Boy’s Basketball Season
by Aviti Jain

dylan___ddt Instagram
The JV team in action

nj.com
Matt Mikulka shoots the ball

The latest season of Emily in Paris 
was released to Netflix on September 
21st, 2022. Starring Lily Collins, the 
show follows Emily Cooper, an 
American transplant to France, as 
she navigates the culture and her 
life. Initially focusing on her 
assimilation to French culture, 
season three moves away from 
Emily’s outsider status, and explores 
her now established life in France. 
The third season of the show 
received mixed reviews upon its 
release, with critics doubling down 
on the show’s flaws. Despite the 
critique, Emily in Paris gained a cult 
following in the years following its 
debut, with fans all around the 
world embracing its over-the-top 
costumes and cliches. For some 
EBHS students, the latest season’s 
charm was in its extravaganza. Said 
senior Umehani Rehmanji,
     “I love it but it’s so bad. It’s just 
such a fun show.”
     Rehmanji’s statement resonated 
with many of the show’s avid 
viewers. Said senior Aleksandra 
Kurylowicz, 
     “I think a lot of the show’s appeal 
is that it doesn’t take itself too 
seriously. It’s lighthearted and cliche, 
and the new season really embraces 
that.”

Emily, Take Three; the Latest Season of the Hit 

Show

 

     

     Season three of Emily in Paris 
steps into its role, asserting itself as a 
romantic comedy from the get go. 
From relationship issues to financial 
success, the latest episodes explore 
not only Emily, but the show’s 
ensemble as well. Characters such as 
Mindy Chen, Emily’s best friend, are 
explored in sub plots throughout the 
season. The success of Emily in Paris 
is yet to stop. December 2023 will see 
the release of a fourth season of the 
show, an event for all fans to look 
forward to.

by Nivriti Suresh

IMDB
A still of Collins in the latest season of the 
hit show

   Rolling Stone
Emily in Paris Season 3 Debut



On December 19, 2022, the UN held 
a biodiversity conference in 
Montréal, Canada. At its conclusion, 
the UN came to a landmark 
agreement for the protection of the 
environment by the decade’s end. 
This decision culminated decades of 
efforts by environmentalists to 
preserve the life and nature that is

essential to all aspects of Earth’s life.  
Earth’s wildlife and ecosystems 
provide necessary biological 
resources for nutrient recycling. In 
addition, biodiversity protects scarce 
water resources, enhances soil 
formation, eases pollution 
breakdown, maintains climate 
stability, and allows for recovery in 
the face of natural disasters and 
unpredictable fluctuations.
    EBHS senior and President of 
SAVE Club Anya Choudhary said, 
“Humans and corporations 
combined are responsible for 

biodiversity destruction. For 
example, we release NOx and SOx 
which lead to global warming, 
which could then affect water level 
temperatures, mess with 
reproductive cycles, and harm 
wildlife populations. It's all 
connected.” In previous years, 
measures have been taken to govern 
the protection of biodiversity on
Earth. “Although acts like the 
Endangered Species Act, the Beach 
Protection Act, and the Fisheries Act 
have all contributed to 
strengthening the web of life, this 
UN decision is by far the most 
momentous in truly providing hope 
and assurance to the future 
generations,” said EBHS junior 
Samyuktha Minupala.
  The Global Biodiversity 
Framework (GBF) will facilitate 
access to support tailored to the 
individual biodiversity needs of 
countries in the coming years. As 
Choudhary said, “it’s truly amazing 
that the UN is finally setting goals 
and offering necessary incentives. 
We all need to take accountability 
for the loss of biodiversity, and the 
UN decision really calls forth this 
idea. We’re on the right track.”

a long time, to point the finger 
solely at Sam Bankman-Fried is 
invalid.”
     The world has been facing an 
economic crisis prior to Sam 
Bankman-Fried’s arrest, so many 
believe it improper to consider him 
the only guilty party.
     Senior and FBLA Exec Board 
member Siddharth Ramaswamy said 
“Anyone involved in Crypto 
anticipated this, at one point fraud 
was going to be committed due to 
the ease of being able to cover your 
tracks with that much money.”
    With the future of cryptocurrency 
dimming and Sam Bankman-Fried 
escaping arrest, the question 
remains as to where the future lies 
with the industry as a whole. 
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The Fall of Cryptocurrency
by Shayan Chaudhury

Reuters
Sam Bankman-Fried being detained for fraud

UN Biodiversity Conference: Fixing Relations 
Between Humans and Nature

by Savani Abeynayaka

United Nations
UN Secretary-General António Guterres

How is EBHS celebrating Lunar New 
Year?

by Ella Chen and Jasmine Gao

History.com
Happy Lunar New Year!

Kristen Lee

Recently former CEO of FTX Sam 
Bankman-Fried was bailed out of jail 
following his alleged fraud. Despite 
his company declaring bankruptcy, 
he paid 250 million and avoided 
severe punishment. In wake of the 
trial, controversy lies with Sam 
Bankman-Fried walking free and 
what FTX’s downfall means for 
cryptocurrency.
     EBHS Junior and member of 
FBLA Will Palmer said, “As the 
volatile crypto market already 
suffered heavy losses, I think FTX 
could be the nail in the coffin for 
many investors to get out… The fact 
that a 32 billion dollar company can 
lose all of its intrinsic value in just a 
matter of days is enough for me to 
stay out of this catastrophe of a 
market.”
     Investment in cryptocurrency has 
increased in risk, and with the arrest 
of Sam Bankman-Fried, the market’s 
downward trend has only continued.
     EBHS Junior Kyle Liu stated “I 
think that Sam Bankman-Fried took 
advantage of everything he could on 
his rise to the top. It is no surprise to 
me that this could be connected to 
the downfall of crypto; however, 
these negative trends in the industry 
have been going on for 

With a diverse population of 
students, numerous cultural 
traditions and holidays are 
celebrated by the EBHS student 
body. One of these holidays includes 
the Lunar New Year, falling on 
January 22, 2023, commencing the 
Year of the Rabbit. 
     The traditions practiced during 
the Lunar New Year originate from 
the old legend of the Nian, a beast 
who was believed to feast on 
humans every New Year’s day.
     However, Nian feared the color 
red, loud noises, red paper 
decorations pasted to doors, and 
firecrackers. To scare away the beast, 
people would practice such activities 
which have now become traditions 
commonly practiced during every 
Lunar New Year. 
     Sophomore Allison Yang said, 
“My cousins come to our house to 
eat the Lunar New Year dinner, 
which usually consists of fish, pork, 
chicken, soup, dumplings, and egg 
rolls that my grandparents prepare. 
Everyone in my family will wear red. 
In the end, the adults give the 
children red envelopes with money 
inside.” Wearing red on Lunar New 
Year symbolizes good luck and 
wealth in the new year. 
     Junior Alina Chen also said, 
“During Lunar New Year my family 
eats hotpot! The meal are always 

focused on family and allow distant 
relatives and everyone to come 
together. For good luck, we often eat 
dumplings and pineapple cakes.” 
     Dumplings symbolize fortune or 
money because they are shaped 
similarly to ingots, an ancient 
Chinese currency. Serving 
dumplings on the Lunar New Year 
means wishing for wealth, luck, and 
prosperity in the future. 
     Besides eating with family, and 
wearing red, Sophomore Amber 
Chung said that her family “usually 
cleans the house, and hangs the red 
couplet on the doors.” 
     Cleaning one’s house symbolizes 
ridding of bad luck from the 
previous year while red couplets that 
many families hang around the 
house also symbolize luck. 
Commonly, hanging on the front 
door would be an upside-down red 
paper, on which is written 福 or fú. 
This symbol means that good luck is 
arriving, or pouring down on you.

Happy Lunar New Year! 新
年快乐 or 新年快樂!



performances section of the 
night. In the past, these 
performances ranged from 
singing, dancing, and even 
violin playing. Allan Gao, 
EBHS junior and Asian Club 
board member, said “Every 
year, there's a lot of 
excitement surrounding the 
performances. The Certified 
Sheeshers from last year was 
probably everyone's favorite.” 
This is in reference to a 
satirical boyband act that 
first generated popularity and 
attention at the 2021 Bubble 
Tea House. 
     Vincent Lee, EBHS 
alumni from Class of 2022, 
reminisces on his senior year 
act. “I think the events that 
Asian Club held gave me and 
my friends a chance to have a 
lot of fun during our senior 
year. 

been a bit chaotic, as we [the 
executive board] are trying to 
make sure everything goes as 
planned and is getting 
approved by the 
administrators. But, the 
board members are trying 
their best to plan this fun, 
hopefully stress-relieving, 
event for the students, 
especially with midterms 
coming up soon.”
Nam also said “The part 
most of us are looking 
forward to is probably the 
performances.” Each year, 
the club opens up an 
opportunity for students to 
display their talents in the 

     

The East Brunswick High 
School Asian Club has begun 
to prepare for its annual 
“Bubble Tea House” event 
taking place on January 13. 
The event promises to 
include pizza, performances, 
an eating contest, and, of 
course, bubble tea. 
     This annual event offers 
not just members of Asian 
Club, but all students of 
EBHS a chance to socialize 
and have fun with their 
peers. Admission is $10, 
including pizza and bubble 
tea from Gong Cha, a local 
restaurant.
     This year's “Bubble Tea 
House” will be the second 
time Asian  The East 
Brunswick High School 
Asian Club has begun to 
prepare for its annual 
“Bubble Tea House” event 
taking place on January 13. 
The event promises to 
include pizza, performances, 
an eating contest, and, of 
course, bubble tea. 
     This annual event offers 
not just members of Asian 
Club, but all students of 
EBHS a chance to socialize 
and have fun with their 
peers. Admission is $10, 
including pizza and bubble 
tea from Gong Cha, a local 
restaurant.

depends on the unity of the team. 
DeMaio also spoke about the 
constant pressure that comes during 
a match. During the actual match, a 
wrestler doesn’t have someone else 
to rely on. It’s just the wrestler and 
his or her opponent, which makes 
wrestling very different from other 
sports. When on the mat, knowing 
that the next point can determine a

win or a loss causes an immediate 
incline in stress. However, because 
of the support of the team, athletes 
like DeMaio manage to demonstrate 
their skills without pressure.
      “I felt very excited after winning 
the brawl because last year we came 
in second,” said EBHS sophomore 
Aliya Graca. “Win or lose, we are all 
there for each other and are 
constantly pushing each other to be 
better.”
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Girls wrestling against high point

The Girls’ Wrestling Season
by Huseina Basrai and Daniel Koong
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EB bears take home the win at the 
Brunswick Brawl

Jessica Yu

EBHS Asian Club Prepares For its Annual “Bubble Tea House” 

@ebasianclub Instagram
Among the groups performing, “Technically Asian” was a song and 
dance group

@ebasianclub Instagram
Seniors Lily Navarro and Abi Pun perform a duet of R&B hit “Kill Bill” 
by Sza

Midway through the winter season, 
the girl's wrestling team has seen 
great achievements. While working 
together to become better every day, 
the results on the mat have 
demonstrated the resilience that 
each girl has shown.

On Saturday, January 8, 
Bear Athletics participated in the 
Brunswick Brawl. In a series of 
matches against South Brunswick, 
North Brunswick, and New 
Brunswick, East Brunswick’s 

combined boy’s and girl’s team 
managed to bring the trophy home. 
Although wrestling is deemed to be 
an individual sport by many, junior 
Carmela DeMaio said “wrestling is 
as much a team sport as it is an 
individual sport.” 
     While everyone on the team 
scores different points for each of 
their matches, the ultimate result 

 

     Although in some ways 
our performances were a 
‘joke,’ we are still grateful 
that we were able to have fun 
with it.” 
     The club focuses on 
educating students and 
promoting the culture, 
especially in terms of 
different Asian cuisines. The 
goal of the club is to honor 
the varying cultures in Asia, 
and “Bubble Tea House” 
provides them with this 
opportunity. The club also 
provides students with 
opportunities to attend 
meetings revolving around 
specific Asian countries such 
as Korea and China, 
including activities such as 
trivia.

EBHS students hope 
to continue to enjoy this 
experience in the years to 
come.

by Brendon Law
This year's “Bubble Tea 
House” will be the second 
time Asian Club holds this 
event since the COVID-19 
pandemic. In 2020, Asian 
Club put this annual 
tradition on hiatus. However, 
it made a successful 
comeback in 2021. The 
excitement for this year's 
event is unmatched as the 
executive board makes 
preparations for the big 
night.
      Rachel Nam, EBHS 
junior and Asian Club event 
coordinator, said “The 
preparation for this year’s 
“Bubble Tea House” has 

    
     



have to offer.”
Some students  are 

excited to be presenting 
about cultures, while others 
are excited to learn about 
them. Numerous EBHS clubs 
have planned presentations 
on various countries. EBHS 
junior Saanvitha Rajendra, 
secretary of Spanish Spanish 
Honors Society, said “I’m 
really excited to be 
participating in Clash of 
Cultures. So many 

students have signed up this 
year to present to others a 
variety of Spanish speaking 
countries, and they are so 
excited to teach other 
students about cultures and 
traditions.” 
      EBHS sophomore Sahil 
Kochar, International Club 

interesting facts and pictures 
about their country and some 
even have food and 
interactive games.” 
     These country booths are 
usually led by members of 
other clubs, such as the 
language honors societies. 
The posters, activities, and 
foods allow for EBHS 
students to learn about 
different cultures in a fun, 
engaging manner. 
     International Club holds 
this unique event as an 
opportunity to educate other 
and explore the many unique 
cultures, customs, and ethnic 
backgrounds existing among 
the EBHS student body. 
Jasmine Mehta, EBHS senior 
and International Club’s vice 
president said that “the 
purpose of Clash of Cultures 
is to showcase the beautiful 
cultures present in our school 
and to take pride in the 
various traditions we all 

January 20th marks 
International Club’s first 
event of the New Year: Clash 
of Cultures. While an annual 
event, this year’s Clash of 
Cultures will be its first 
in-person rendition since 
2020. After three virtual 
years, the International Club 
and other clubs alike are 
working hard to make this an 
enjoyable night for EBHS 
students. Clash of Cultures 
gives EBHS clubs and 
students an opportunity to 
showcase their culture in 
different ways.

One aspect of 
International Club’s event is 
the gallery walk. Tanvika 
Yellaula, junior executive 
board member for 
International Club, said 
“during the gallery walk 
there are stations set up, each 
representing a different 
country. Each station has a 
poster with
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Clash of Cultures: International Club’s First Event 
of the New Year

@ebhsinternationalclub instagram
International Club members prepare for Clash of Cultures Event
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Station made by French Honor Society from 2020 Clash of Cultures

“The purpose of 
Clash of Cultures is 

to showcase the 
beautiful cultures 

present in our school 
and to take pride in 

the various 
traditions we all 

have to offer” 
- Senior Jasmine 

Mehta

by Adriana Roth and Samaya Sanikop

board member, said “It was 
really fun to work with other 
clubs to create an event that 
showcases so many different 
cultures!” 

This event hosts 
many memorable activities. 
Aside from presenting to 
students about different 
traditions from different 
parts of the world, a fan 
favorite among the attendees 
is the performance given by 

students during the 
Showcase. 
     Junior Arjun Kapaddia, 
International Club executive 
board member, said “my 
favorite part is when there 
will be a showcase where 
groups will be able to do a 
performance for everyone to 
”

see at the end.
     Yellaula agrees and said 
“My favorite part would 
definitely have to be the 
showcase because I enjoy 
watching all of the various 
different dances and songs 
that are from different 
countries.” 
     Through their Clash of 
Cultures event, International 
Club provides EBHS 
students with a passport to 
cultures and traditions 
throughout several countries. 
The gallery walk format and 
showcase aspect allows 
students to travel to different 
parts of the globe in just one 
night.
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