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Netflix’s “Diamond of the Season” Becomes its Biggest 
Series of All Time

The ins-and-outs of why this Gossip Girl-meets-Pride and Prejudice regency 
drama is setting records

BRIDGERTON MANIA 

Get out your ballgowns and teacups, because 

Bridgerton takes the crown for becoming 

Netflix’s biggest original series to date! The 

show hit the ground running with over 82 

million streams one month after its debut on 

Christmas Day. According to CNN, Bridgerton 

has landed a spot on Netflix’s top ten list in 83 

countries including the U.S., U.K., Brazil,

    

India, and France. The show’s immense 

success has recently surpassed that of Netflix’s 

previous record holder for most-watched 

series, The Witcher. The historical romance 

drama series, set in the Regency era in 

nineteenth-century London, focuses on elite 

members of society during their ever- 

competitive and demanding betrothal

by Shohini Mitra

Netflix
Bridgerton was watched by 82 million people, 41 percent of Netflix’s global audience 
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February. For the shortest month of the year, it 

never fails to feel like the longest. Life in 

February is always a life in limbo, and yet, as we 

approach the one year anniversary of the day our 

lives changed completely last March, it seems like 

we’ve been waiting all year for a different kind of 

frost to thaw. Hands to hold and love letters to 

send are few and far between. Students across the 

country are stuck between laptops and long naps. 

We have the vaccines, yet “normal” has never 

seemed farther away. So if you're like us, you’re 

probably scrolling through your camera roll to 

see what you were doing in the weeks before the 

world shut down, wondering if there will ever be 

an “after,” and most of all wishing you were 

decorating your little mailbox for an elementary 

school Valentine’s Day party instead of sitting for 

Teams classes. You know, one filled with cartoon 

valentines you look through after a sugar rush of 

pink Lofthouse cookies (AKA the backbone of 

this nation). But just because we’re not partying 

like it’s 2010 this year doesn’t mean your month of 

love has to be any less special. Whoever you’re 

writing love letters to, whether it’s friends, 

family, Lofthouse cookies, or a special someone, 

remember to keep them close. Remember to 

celebrate the rich African American culture of 

Black History Month not just in February, but all 

year round. And remember to help those 

suffering from freezing temperatures in Texas in 

any way you can, whether it’s donating or 

spreading awareness. Stuck under feet of snow 

and (incredibly dangerous looking) icicles, we all 

deserve something warm to hold onto.
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Ask the EICs
Q: How do I sing like Olivia Rodrigo?
C: Honestly trying to figure that out myself. I 

think Julia with her amazing voice would be 

the better advice-giver for this question, but if 

you want to write songs like Olivia, you 

absolutely need a narrative, a really powerful 

bridge, and a love triangle to get tangled up in 

so you can sing said bridge with the 

heart-wrenching frustration of someone 

haunted by heartbreak. You know, easy stuff. 

That being said, Olivia’s words are so 

powerful because they are so personal. The 

best writers are the ones who have 

experienced the world they write about!

J: Thank you Carley, but I definitely can’t sing 

nearly as well as Olivia Rodrigo haha. I 

recommend taking about ten years of voice 

lessons, participating in multiple singing 

competitions along the way, and possibly 

starring in a couple of children’s television 

programs in which you may display your 

fantastic vocal technique. In all seriousness, 

putting the work in will really help over time. 

If you want to learn new techniques, watch 

YouTube videos and practice a little bit every 

day. I definitely agree with Carley that you 

should put your heart into your art because 

that is what will make it shine. Passion, 

practice, and perseverance go a long way!

Q: How do I stay motivated in 

school?
C: It might sound kind of weird, but try to 

romanticize studying! Pretty notebooks, 

highlighters, and agendas motivate me to stay 

organized. Decorate your workspace with 

plants, candles, art or postcards, whatever 

inspires you. Ambiance YouTube videos are 

also really fun, though I don’t personally use 

them. And when I struggle to focus, I always 

switch locations, usually to a bright space like 

the kitchen, if there’s no one around to 

distract you. But remember, we’re living in 

unprecedented times, so be easy on yourself. 

It’s okay to have bad days too!

J: Try to keep balance in mind! If you find 

yourself reading the same paragraph five times 

in a row without understanding any of it, you 

might need to take a break. Maybe take a nap 

or practice a new hobby (like singing!) for a 

bit. That being said, try not to take super long 

breaks if you still have a lot of work to do. 

Also, if you’re learning remotely and your 

teacher says it’s optional to have your camera 

on, try turning it on. It can be good to hold 

yourself accountable knowing the class can 

see you, and prevent yourself from doing a 

dance break in the middle of class.

    

Nagging questions? Look for our monthly anonymous question 
requests on The Clarion’s Instagram, @ebhs.clarion, to be featured 

________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Q: How do I get over this girl?
C: To be honest I get most of my knowledge of love from Taylor Swift, but I think this one line 

from evermore applies: “Sometimes walking out is the one thing that will find you the right thing.” 

It sounds easier said than done, but I think you can always tell when the ground of any 

relationship or friendship is shaky. You’re wondering whether or not it’s going to last, if they feel 

the same way, and perhaps, in the back of your mind, waiting for someone to pull you onto solid 

ground. So be your own hero or heroine. Every person we meet may not stay in our lives forever, 

but that doesn’t mean you don’t learn and grow from them all the same, nor does it mean that the 

love you shared wasn’t real. So on a more bitter note, you can always relish in the fact that those 

memories you have probably follow them around too. I recommend blasting the bridge of 

“Wildest Dreams” to really drive that point home.

    

Ask the EICs

iStock

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Nagging questions? Look for our monthly anonymous question 
requests on The Clarion’s Instagram, @ebhs.clarion, to be featured 

J: As a hopeless romantic myself, what’s important to me is remembering that life isn’t just about 

love. When there’s someone you have really strong feelings for, it can feel like your whole world 

revolves around them. If you ever feel that way, just remind yourself of the entire universe that 

exists outside of them. If they are all you can think about, find a notebook and write down your 

thoughts and feelings for a little bit just to get it out of your system. Then, write about your day, 

your hobbies, and what you love that doesn’t involve that person. You might find that there are so 

many other things in the world that make you happy, because contrary to the constant message  

advertised to us that love is all we need, there is so much more to life than love.

Page 4 Ask the EICs



HUMANS OF EB

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Want to be featured on The Clarion’s Humans of EB?
Email clarion.aeic2021@gmail.com for more info

One piece of advice I’ve learned long ago and 

still use to this day is to never feel the weight of 

words from people who don’t provide a 

positive influence to you. Peer pressure or 

outside influences impact how we think, act, 

and speak. However, we need to learn to accept 

words from people who will really help us, 

rather than take other people’s toxic thoughts 

seriously. By doing this, we can boost our 

self-esteem and be more confident about 

ourselves. Love yourself!

If I had to put a name to one of my top past 

times during quarantine, other than snacking 

and sitting, I'd probably call it 'projectinis'. 

Creating and working on little mini projects 

throughout the quarantine, whether that be 

doing something silly for the morning 

announcements or being really extra for a 

history project, helps motivate and excite me 

during this quite monotonous time.

“

“

- Hannah Lee, EBHS Senior

- Eilam Ben-Zvi, EBHS Junior & 
Vice President of Video 
Newsmakers Club

Page 5 Humans of EB
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season. The story is an adaptation of the 

Bridgerton novels, a series of eight books 

written by Julia Quinn.

  “It’s the craziest experience to see something 

that started out as just me at my computer, 

now has hundreds of people involved,” Quinn 

told Shondaland, Bridgerton’s production 

company. 

   Bridgerton’s romantic storyline is abundant 

with scandal and gossip that captivated the 

series’ now large fanbase. The complex and 

compelling nature of this Regency romance 

with a modern-twist has become an escape for 

many bored viewers stuck in quarantine.

   

     The series is also renowned for its take on  

social norms during the early 1800s. 

     “Right off the bat, the first episode shows 

relentless mothers fixing up their daughters to 

look presentable for the suitors. The prettier 

girls are clearly at an advantage here because 

everyone is judged solely on looks. Daphne, 

for example, is beautiful, and is known as the 

‘diamond of the season.’ She is fought over as 

though she is a prize to be won,” said Emma 

Mohanty, an EBHS sophomore and avid 

Bridgerton fan. 

     While many viewers were appalled by the 

objectification of women throughout the 

show, it sparked an increased love for the 

character of Eloise Bridgerton. Fighting the 

patriarchy every step of the way, Eloise wants 

nothing more than to receive an education 

rather than marry and delay her entrance into 

society as long as possible. Fans were 

overjoyed by her empowering determination 

and witty remarks throughout the series.

“It’s the craziest experience to see 

something that started out as just 

me at my computer now has 

hundreds of people involved”

TV Insider
The first season’s leads and love interests, Daphne Bridgerton and Simon Bassett, on their first promenade _______________________________________________________________________________________



To many, the most appealing aspect of 

Bridgerton is its engaging and aesthetically 

pleasing visuals. From the sophisticated 

Regency dresses to the ballrooms and gardens, 

the distinct details in the costumes and 

scenery create a sense of incomparable beauty 

that captivates viewers to  stick around for 

another episode. 

   “The setting was immersive enough to make 

viewers feel like they were part of the Regency 

era in England’s society,” said Rachel Girgis, 

an EBHS sophomore. The prosperous series 

ended its first season off with eight episodes, 
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leaving viewers wanting more. Netflix has 

already given the green light for Bridgerton’s 

return for season two. Each season will cover 

the story of one Bridgerton sibling. The first 

season revolved around Quinn’s book, The 

Duke and I, which follows Daphne Bridgerton 

and her quest for marriage. The second season 

is set to star the eldest Bridgerton, Anthony, in 

his pursuit of love. The series will begin 

filming again in the spring of 2021. Fans are 

overcome with anticipation to see what the 

next season has in store for the Bridgertons.  

Abortion 
Ban Sparks 
Protests in 
Poland
by Fiona Sheard

Vogue
A young Polish protestor part of a growing resistance against Poland’s 
near ban on abortions
_________________________________________

In Poland, women’s rights activists are staging 

protests after the nation’s constitutional court 

finalized a near-total ban on abortions and 

began enforcing it on January 27. Abortion is 

now legal only in cases of rape, incest, or 

when a mother is in danger. However, many 

Polish people oppose the stricter ban, and 

outraged pro-abortion supporters have called 

for large street demonstrations, consisting of 

both men and women, in Poland’s capital city 

of Warsaw. These protests mirrored those of 

last October, when 100,000 people gathered in    

Warsaw in response to when the ban was first 

proposed. 

     Some activists particularly take issue with 

the ban’s unfairly narrow list of exceptional 

circumstances. In practice, 1,074 out of 2019’s 

1,100 abortions—or 97.6 percent of the year’s 

abortions—in Poland were performed due to 
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fetal abnormalities, a circumstance which is 

now prohibited by the ban. The change not 

only endangers mothers forced to continue 

such pregnancies, but leaves them with less 

reliable methods of abortion, including 

traveling abroad or employing unsafe 

procedures out of desperation. 

     The recent protests also reflect a growing 

distaste for the preeminent right-wing Law 

and Justice Party, which was pressured by 

Catholic groups to impose the ban. But the 

tight-knit connection between church and 

state is nothing new in Poland.

     “The Catholic Church lends its authority to 

politicians in exchange for the government’s 

enforcing ecclesiastical morality,” The New 

York Times said in an article on the protests. 

Calls for freedom of choice regarding 

abortions amongst Polish women are 

upending a relationship between the church 

and the government that has been around 

since communism fell in 1989.

     “In Poland, the Catholic Church’s power is 

being questioned because the younger 

generations don’t think the church is evolving 

with the times,” said East Brunswick resident 

Pamela Novitsky. With such a strong presence 

in the government, Catholicism has enforced 

its own morals onto Polish society, and this 

popular movement is evidence of a growing 

backlash against that.

     “The church has a very powerful impact 

because a majority of citizens are Catholic 

[about 85%] which in turn means they have 

significant control over what government does 

and push their strong anti-abortion stance,” 

Grazyna Wadowska, an East Brunswick 

resident who immigrated to the US as an adult 

with her daughter Maria, said.

     While the protests in Poland appear to  

have had little effect on the government’s 

decision, they mirror a wider conflict across 

Reuters  
Demonstrators at a protest in Warsaw on January 29, 2021
_____________________________________________________________________________________
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the globe between conservative governments 

and progressive populations.

     “Growing up in Poland and in the States 

allowed me to see the huge importance in my 

country’s lack of support for equal rights of 

women and the LGBTQ+ community and in 

what seems to be a shift towards conservatism 

in many countries; I do admire the women 

fighting against oppression and standing up 

for equality worldwide,” said Maria 

Magdalena Wadowska, Grazyna Wadowska’s 

daughter. 

     In spite of the conservative ideas currently 

controlling Poland’s law, these protests 

indicate a significant change amongst its 

people—an interest in leftist policies and 

liberal ideas, and a younger generation that is 

rejecting the church’s power. An IBRiS 

research poll conducted last year concluded 

less than 40 percent of Poles trusted the 

church. While change can be frightening, a 

reset that not only removes the power of the 

church from politics but from the values and  

traditions of Polish culture may be inevitable.

Donald Trump Acquitted In Second 
Impeachment Trial

Following an unprecedented second 

impeachment trial, the Senate voted to acquit 

Donald Trump of incitement of insurrection.

     In a final tally of 57-43, 57 senators, 

including seven Republicans, voted to convict, 

falling 10 votes short of the 67 required to find 

Trump guilty.

   Day one of the trial saw House 

impeachment managers and Trump’s legal 

team arguing the question of constitutionality. 

Despite the defense’s assertions that 

prosecuting a former president is 

unconstitutional, the Senate decided to 

proceed with the trial in a 56-44 vote.

     For Model United Nations member Kamala 

Karuppiah, an EBHS junior, the Senate’s 

decision was notable, as it “essentially 

validated Trump’s actions and words.” 

     

 

     Over the next two days, House managers 

sought to prove that Trump incited the 

January 6 riot, presenting graphic security 

camera footage from the Capitol that depicted 

the violence of the mob and the threat they 

posed to lawmakers. Prosecutors also 

NBC News
House impeachment managers speak during the trial

described Trump’s “big lie” about election 

fraud and his call for supporters to “fight like 

hell” to show that he encouraged violence.

by Carson He



     On the fourth day of the trial, Trump’s 

defense team argued that his words were

     

“political vengeance.”     

     Although witnesses were to be called on 

the fifth day, the request was dropped by 

House managers.

     While many GOP senators opposed the 

trial, for EBHS senior and Mock Trial 

president Sana Ali, the statement behind the 

impeachment may have been more important 

than the outcome of the trial itself.  “I think it 

sets a precedent for the next set of presidents 

we have,” Ali said.

     However, acquittal does not mark the end 

of Trump’s legal battles, as Georgia 

prosecutors have recently begun a criminal 

investigation into his efforts to overturn the 

state’s election results.

ABC27
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell speaks during the 
second impeachment trial

Bernie Sanders: The Meme that Kick-Started 2021

_________________________________________

_________________________________________

The New York Times
Senator Bernie Sanders sits in a thick coat and mittens at 
President Joe Biden’s Inauguration 

Senator Bernie Sanders has once again stolen 

the Internet’s heart—this time by sitting cozily 

in the bleachers on Capitol Hill with mittens 

and a bulky coat during President Biden’s 

Inauguration. After the picture’s viral reaction 

on the Internet, Sanders has managed to raise 

$1.8 million with the sale of merchandise 

inspired by his own meme. The funds will go 

to various organizations in the Senator’s home 

state of Vermont that will aid senior citizens 

and low-income families struggling due to the 

pandemic. 

    Many people, like EBHS sophomore Isabella 

Chang, loved not only the meme, but what 

Sanders did with it. “Overall, I think the meme 

is really funny,” she said. “It’s good for Sanders 

to be able to fundraise off of something so

by Julie Kim

“ordinary political rhetoric,” and that he was 

exercising his First Amendment right to free 

speech. They also played a video of Democratic 

politicians repeatedly urging their own 

supporters to “fight.”  Defense lawyer Michael 

Van Der Veen called the trial an act of
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coincidental and simple. It’s a great way to start 

off the year considering how rough things were 

last year. It allows a lot of people to indirectly 

help—even if it wasn’t their intention at first.” 

     The sales of Sanders’ merchandise has also 

inspired many others to lend a helping hand. 

Burton Snowboards, the maker of Sanders’ coat 

on Inauguration Day, donated fifty coats to 

charity, and Tobey King, a woman from Texas, 

auctioned off a homemade Bernie Sanders doll, 

raising over $40,000 for an organization called 

Meal on Wheels America. 

     “The edits of Bernie Sanders on social media 

are a great source for a quick laugh,” said 

Kaylin Chung, a sophomore at EBHS. “No one 

expected the meme to become this big, but I’m 

glad that it did, since it helped so many people 

in Vermont and also inspired others to help out 

as well. The results definitely prove the power of 

the Internet and how a picture truly is worth a 

thousand words.” 

Your COVID-19 Update: 

Variants, Vaccines, and 

Double-Masking
by Karis Mao and Olivia Woodard

Less than a year after the U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services called for the 

development of a COVID-19 vaccine, the FDA 

authorized the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines 

for emergency use. 

     Deviating from the typical method of 

inoculating patients with a modified virus, 

these vaccines instead use messenger RNA to 

create spike proteins, which trigger the body’s 

immune response in the form of antibodies 

that help fight the virus. According to data 

from Pfizer and Moderna, both vaccines 

prevent severe and mild COVID-19 symptoms 

at an over 94 percent efficacy rate. 

   However, the authorization of these vaccines 

has yet to stem the coronavirus tide. As 

positive cases skyrocket, Dr. Anthony Fauci, 

chief medical advisor to President Joe Biden, 

has suggested double-masking. “It just makes 

common sense that it likely would be more 

effective,” said Fauci. The CDC also 

recommends wearing two masks, as doing so 

helps improve their fit and reduces exposure 

to infectious droplets.

      Alongside rising COVID-19 cases, multiple 

variants of the coronavirus have emerged in 

the United Kingdom, South Africa, and Brazil, 

and some have made their way to the United 

States. Research suggests that mutant strains 

could spread more easily than the initial strain 

and cause reinfection.

   Emily Huang, a member of the Pre-Med 

Club, was concerned about the impact of the 

Usa Today
With COVID cases on the rise, Dr. Fauci and the CDC 
recommend double-masking
_________________________________________



new, severe strains of the virus.  “Students are 

going back to school, sports teams are 

continuing, and COVID cases continue to rise 

each day. People taking less precautions to 

protect themselves, coupled with more severe 

strains of the virus, means it is incredibly 

likely for it to spread more,”  Huang said.

     While no vaccines have proven completely 

ineffective against the variants, Pfizer and 

Moderna have reported their vaccines to have 

slightly lower efficacy rates against the South 

African strain. As the danger posed by 

variants loom,  makers of the vaccines have 

already begun figuring out how to tweak them 

to defend against mutations. 

   Distribution of the vaccines, which began 

December 14, 2020, is handled largely by the 

federal government due to the difficulties of 

widespread distribution and vaccine shortages. 

However, each state has their own distribution 

plan. 

   As of early February, those with vaccination 

priority in New Jersey included healthcare 

workers, individuals over 65, and those with 

pre-existing health conditions.   

    Rollout is now slowly approaching Phase 

1B, which aims to prioritize teachers and other 

essential workers. 

     Ms. McQuillen, a chemistry teacher at 

EBHS, said she recently received her vaccine, 

and is scheduled for her second in the coming 

weeks. “I’m very excited to get it,” McQuillen 

said. “It makes me feel much more 

comfortable with going to school.”

 To sign up for vaccination, eligible 

individuals may schedule an appointment with 

a vaccination location or through their 

employer. With New Jersey’s impending 

Phase 2 of distribution, the general public may 

begin to pre-register and make appointments 

through the NJ Vaccine Scheduling System. 

From there, the system will deliver a 

notification when you become eligible, and 

notify you again when an appointment 

becomes available. 

     As the vaccine distribution process slowly 

unfolds, it is imperative that we show patience 

as a community and find trust in science.

USA Today
A map of known genetic variants of COVID-19_____________________________________________________________________________________
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The Poem Heard ’Round the 
World: Who is Amanda Gorman?

The New York Times

Gorman recited her poem “The Hill We Climb” at the Inauguration ceremony for President Joe Biden on January 20, 2021____________________________________________________________________________________

by Shreya Rajeswaran

“When day comes we ask ourselves, where can 

we find light in this never-ending shade?” 

recited Amanda Gorman before the crowd 

gathered outside the U.S. Capitol for President 

Joe Biden’s Inauguration ceremony. Packed 

with power and conviction, Gorman’s poem 

“The Hill We Climb” resonated with many 

Americans and people worldwide. But 

Gorman’s path to the inauguration stage 

wasn’t easy.

    Born in Los Angeles, Gorman was raised by 

a single mother and struggled with a speech 

impediment as a child. In a Time magazine 

interview with Michelle Obama, she said, “I 

really look at it as a strength because going 

through that process, it made me a writer...I 

had to find a form in which I could 

communicate other than through my mouth.” 

     In 2014, Gorman was chosen as the first 

youth poet laureate of Los Angeles, and while 

attending Harvard University, she became the 

first-ever National Youth Poet Laureate in 

2017. The year prior, Gorman also founded 

One Pen One Page, a nonprofit organization 

that provides free creative writing programs 

for underserved youth. Her highly-anticipated 

debut poetry collection, “The Hill We Climb 

And Other Poems,” and children’s book, 

A Black History Month spotlight on a young woman making history with poetry
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“Change Sings,” will both be published with 

Random House this September.     

   At 22 years old, Gorman is the youngest ever 

inaugural poet, following in the footsteps of 

Robert Frost and Maya Angelou. Mrs. Caitlin 

Schenk, a history teacher at EBHS, said that 

“it was refreshing to see a young person take 

such a prominent role. I found her message to 

be very hopeful for our country's future.” 

Senior Lily Cantillo agreed, candidly praising 

Gorman for “admitting our faults and failures” 

in her inaugural speech while also “reminding 

us of our strength and courage, and the 

importance of hope and continued effort.” 

   Amanda Gorman’s dedication to making the 

future better shines brightly through her 

work, and she will undoubtedly continue to 

inspire Americans everywhere.

Is it “Game Over” 
for Reddit Stock 
Surgers?

  CNET                 

Recent surges in stock prices pose legal and ethical questions 
_________________________________________

Wall Street vs Main Street is not a new debate, 

but with the rise of Robinhood, manipulating 

the market is no longer just for big money 

investors. In the aftermath of the now 

infamous Gamestop surge, beginner traders, 

financial analysts, and citizens captivated by a 

David and Goliath Wall Street takedown alike 

have been left with the same questions: Are 

Robinhood traders the future of the stock 

market? And who, if anyone, should be held 

accountable for the short squeeze?

     Day trading apps like Robinhood have 

made it easier than ever for anyone to invest 

with easy one-click trading and no account 

minimums or fees. In the minds of Reddit 

users on WallStreetBets, a popular forum for 

amateur traders, there was no better way to 

initiate a short. Prior to January, this 

was usually reserved for big firms and 

investors, but as more users on the forum 

joined in on the plan, what quickly started as a 

money-driven scheme turned into a revolt 

against Wall Street.

     The story begins in January 2020, when the 

presidential election and COVID-19 began to  

make the market far more volatile for most 

day traders. But amidst the pandemic, some 

Wall Street investors were continuing to 

profit. In February 2020, Bill Ackman, the 

founder and CEO of Pershing Square Capital 

Management, a hedge fund management 

company, made the most famous trade ever by 

shorting (betting against) the market. 

by Atharv Shelar 
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On March 23, as the world watched the Wutan 

coronavirus outbreak turn into a global health 

crisis, Ackman turned a 29 million investment 

into 2.6 billion dollars. 

     Ackman’s success, according to the New 

York Times, was based on a “hunch that 

investors would abandon the riskier securities 

[of bond indexes] as the pandemic spread from 

Asia to the West,” and he was right. Ackman 

may have earned big, but to others, the gap 

between the rich and the poor never seemed 

wider, setting the stage for a fight between 

Wall Street and the people a year later.

     Prior to the Reddit-backed surge of last 

month, Melvin Capital, a very profitable 

hedge fund with 12.5 billion dollars of assets 

under management, had a large short position 

on Gamestop. Meanwhile, Reddit users on 

WallStreetBets were frustrated with how the 

rich continued to profit off struggling 

businesses trying to make ends meet in the    

middle of a pandemic. The result? A short 

squeeze that pushed Gamestop’s share price 

up 800 percent this January, forcing Melvin 

Capital to sell their short position with a 53 

percent loss. Similar events happened with 

AMC and Nokia as the common people 

started to purchase large volumes of stock. 

Some, especially the Reddit moderators, 

turned thousand dollar investments into 

hundreds of thousands. Others, especially 

those who bought Gamestop stock later, 

didn’t.

     After this incident, Robinhood temporarily 

blocked investors from purchasing or trading 

stock, including shares of GameStop, AMC, 

and Nokia, all of which had their stock price 

pushed to unprecedented levels. This created 

outrage amongst the Reddit community and 

calls for a class-action lawsuit—only allowing 

people to sell, they said, is the definition of 

market manipulation. In the eyes of many, 

East Bay Times
A timeline of the Gamestop stock surge from January through early February
________________________________________________________________________________________
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The American education system has 

undergone major adjustments since last March. 

Classes of all levels have largely transitioned to 

remote instruction, and for College Board, this 

means yet another year of difficulties 

administering standardized assessments. 

However, as many American universities 

Robinhood, an investing app meant for the 

people, was falling prey to the powerful 

influence of Wall Street.

  “The Reddit people are right. Everything 

they did was perfectly legal but as soon as 

Wall Street starts to get hit, suddenly 

Robinhood blocks trading due to irresponsible 

investing practices. What about the 

investment practices that the banks did in 

2008? They were relatively unscathed and they 

even received a bailout. That’s unfair,”  EBHS 

junior Aryan Kini said.       

  The majority of young, new-school investors 

share the sentiments of Kini and other Reddit 

users, and are fighting against Wall Street’s 

extreme influence on the market, its ability to 

change the accessibility of buying and selling, 

and its refusal to promote the democratization 

of the market.

    Robinhood responded by saying that, “to be 

clear, this was a risk-management decision, 

and was not made on the direction of the 

market makers we route to.” Many would lose 

a lot of money once there was a massive 

selloff, they said, and many did. It was reckless 

and senseless, experienced investors claimed. 

While there are arguments that AMC and 

Gamestop were undervalued, the surge seems 

like a dangerous bubble bound to burst, and 

the Redditors’ market manipulation had to be 

restricted.

  EBHS junior Vraj Shah disagreed. “Although 

companies like AMC and Gamestop had weak 

fundamentals, meaning the price inflation was 

justified, it was still legal, so Robinhood 

stepping in like that was uncalled for,” Shah 

said definitively. 

   However, even as things begin to cool down, 

the debate between Wall Street and Main 

Street continues. As of February 11, the rally to 

short Gamestop on Reddit has been under 

federal investigation for market manipulation. 

Robinhood has been subpoenaed. Federal 

regulators are stepping in. Robinhood market 

manipulators have given Wall Street a shock 

to the system, but despite the uproar, this may 

very well mean game over for Main Street. 

Will College Board’s 
Standardized Testing 
Changes Make it 
Harder for Students 
to Shine?
by Ben Yu

Harvard
Prep books like Barron’s SAT Subject Test: Math Level 2 are no 
longer needed as the College Board eliminates all Subject Tests
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announce test-optional admissions cycles for 

2022, it also means reevaluating the necessity 

of standardized testing going forward.

  In mid-January, the College Board 

announced the removal of the SAT Subject 

Tests and SAT Essay, igniting nationwide 

discussions. According to College Board, the 

Advanced Placement courses are what 

“provide the type of hands-on learning 

experiences and practical, real-world work 

that colleges want to see from students.”

     For many students, among them EBHS 

sophomore Paul Fanous, the decision has 

provided an enormous sense of relief. “I 

actually registered for two subject tests that I 

would’ve taken this summer. Standardized 

tests are really stressful, so the removal of the 

SAT Subject Tests has definitely lifted a 

burden,” Fanous said.

     Although this may seem like good news to 

some, the removal of the SAT Subject Tests 

and Essay is nonetheless a double-edged 

sword. Many students, like EBHS sophomore 

David Zhao, are left concerned, wondering 

how to stand out to admissions officers. “The 

lack of subject tests means less opportunities 

for students to differentiate themselves from 

others during the application process,” Zhao 

said.

  Of course, students could seek other methods 

to strengthen their resume, such as 

participating in more extracurricular 

activities. However, considering the pandemic, 

searching for things to set you apart on paper 

has proven difficult, leaving many students 

with unfortunate predicaments and lingering 

questions: How do you prove your capability 

with fewer test scores and extracurriculars to 

show for it?

     Ultimately, the college application process 

needs reform that will accommodate for this 

unprecedented time. Many colleges, such as 

New York University and the University of 

Chicago, have already started this shift 

towards more leniency regarding standardized 

test scores on future applications.

NPR
While the SAT Subject Test and Essay cancellations brought some students relief, others worry about standing out to admissions 
officers

______________________________________________________________________________________
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For members of the LGBTQIA+ community, 

coming out of the closet can be one of the 

most important and impactful moments in 

their lives. This is exactly what 17-year-old 

American dancer and singer Joelle “JoJo'' 

Siwa experienced.

     JoJo Siwa rose to fame for appearing on 

Dance Moms, and is known for her singles 

“Boomerang” and “Kid in a Candy Store.” 

Fans started speculating that Siwa was coming 

out after she posted a TikTok lip syncing to 

Lady Gaga’s “Born This Way,” a pride 

anthem. Siwa later teamed up with Pride 

House, a group of LGBTQ+ TikTokers, 

dancing in a video to Paramore’s “Ain’t It 

Fun,” whose lyrics notably include “now 

you’re one of us.” On January 22, Siwa 

officially came out as LGBTQ+ via Twitter, 

where she posted a photo of herself wearing a 

shirt that reads “Best. Gay. Cousin. Ever,” 

according to NBC. Upon doing so, she 

immediately received massive amounts of    

praise and support.

     “JoJo Siwa is especially important because 

she has a predominantly young fanbase, and 

there are many people who view being 

LGBTQ+ as an inherently inappropriate thing 

for children to see. Her young fans will now 

have someone to look up to, and having such 

a positive role model who is also a part of the 

LGBTQ+ community is great,'' said EBHS 

 junior Annaliese Simons, Vice President of

Gender and Sexualities Partnerships.   

     Sometimes, people feel hesitant to do 

something until they see somebody else do it. 

In this way, celebrities who are proud 

members of the LGBTQ+ community can 

help people feel less alone. “I think people 

taking inspiration from their idols to feel 

comfortable with who they are is a great 

thing,” said Isabella DeCesare, an EBHS 

junior. Not only can JoJo Siwa’s coming out 

be seen as comforting to closeted LGBTQ+ 

members, but in doing so, she is also 

promoting self love and acceptance towards 

her young audience. 

     “It really helps people to be able to point to 

a public figure and say ‘well, they did it, so I 

can too,’” said Simons.

JOJO SIWA:

Unapologetically Herself
by Kalpana Joshi

________________________________________

   Hollywood Life
Siwa’s performance on Nickelodeon’s All That________________________________________

US Weekly
Siwa has since introduced her girlfriend to fans, posting 
multiple pictures on Instagram
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Mascots, the pinnacle of school spirit, are a 

familiar tradition and one of the most exciting 

aspects of a sports game. Today, East 

Brunswick High School’s mascot, Bruiser the 

Bear, is no exception, but before he was 

Bruiser, he was less ferocious, and way more 

cuddly. The original Bruiser was nameless, 

with lighter brown-fur accompanied by a 

teddy bear face. But to symbolize the strength 

and resilience of the sports teams, Bruiser was 

reborn with darker fur, sharp fangs, and a 

mouth opened to roar. Now, every year, 

seniors have the unique opportunity to 

become the mascot. During events like games 

and pep rallies, a student dons their suit and 

cheers on East Brunswick’s team. 

There are currently three mascots for 

EBHS, two of which wish to remain 

anonymous. Minta Caune is the third. 

    “Our responsibilities include going to as 

many games and pep rallies as we can,” Caune 

said. “Our main focus is just to put smiles on 

people's faces and get them engaged with the 

game.”

The three seniors decided to become 

mascots as soon as they heard there were spots 

open. In their minds, it was a 

once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, and they were 

right. Their experience supporting EBHS and 

its array of sports teams has been extremely 

rewarding. They have even made "mascot 

friends,” Caune said. However, the best part of 

her responsibility is interacting with the 

students.   

“While a lot of [kids] are scared at first, 

they end up looking at you with such 

amazement. It’s a very surreal moment” she 

said. “A few times people have come up to me 

while in the suit and said they loved what I 

was doing and to keep doing it. That's the 

best. Getting to know that someone enjoys 

what we are trying to do.”

Profile: EBHS Mascot 

Bruiser the Bear
by Devin Hecht and Mara Zaki

Minta Caune
Caune  spends much of the game energetically cheering on 
EBHS________________________________________

Minta Caune
Caune is the only mascot who has revealed their identity________________________________________
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Many students have been intrigued by 

the identities of the mascots. In fact, the “fun

mystery” is exactly why the two other seniors 

wished to remain anonymous. Additionally, 

they noted, they are able to “be as crazy as 

[they] want without having to deal with the 

social repercussions.”

     Bruiser’s charisma at the games is certainly 

hard to ignore. Senior Annie Guo said the 

mascot’s presence on the field “makes the 

players more motivated” while making EBHS 

“feel proud and united.” A bear is the perfect 

choice for EB’s mascot, Guo added, as it 

represents the student body’s strong-willed 

nature and courage in the face of adversity. 

When EBHS students band together, both on 

and off the playing field, they are unstoppable.

Even in times like these, EBHS can proudly 

look to Bruiser as a reminder of a student 

body with unlimited capabilities. The 

enthusiasm of Bruiser, paired with the zeal of 

the sports teams and the students in the 

stands, create an indescribable atmosphere, 

one that is impossible to truly capture without 

the work of senior mascots like Caune. With 

Bruiser by its side, there is no doubt East 

Brunswick will continue to demonstrate its 

excellence in athletics, academics, and the 

arts. 

________________________________________

Minta Caune
The Mascots often join the EBHS cheerleading team on the field 
or at their practices

    

During the first semester, EBHS overcame the 

various challenges of maintaining a 

completely virtual learning experience. Now, 

for the second semester, East Brunswick 

Public Schools are allowing students to come 

back and learn in-person. Unlike the hybrid 

system in September, there is a combination 

of two cohorts. Although the majority of 

students chose to stay home for quarter three, 

there are still many students and teachers who 

are readjusting to the new hybrid schedule. 

    Junior Dalya Arhan said she “is really 

excited to have a refreshing area of learning.” 

While  students were allowed to be in-person 

Returning to the 
New “Normal”
by Kelly Tang

“That's the best. Getting to 

know that someone enjoys 

what we are trying to do.”

Minta Caune, one of three EBHS mascots
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__________________________________________

for quarter one, all EBHS students were 

required to learn virtually during quarter two. 

Arhan added that learning in different 

environments generally helps motivate her 

beyond academics.

    For others, it is too early to determine the 

advantages of hybrid. Mrs. Cofinas, a physics 

teacher at EBHS, explained, “We have only 

been in school for a couple of days, so I do not 

have a good solid opinion about it yet.” 

Ultimately, it is too early to predict what the 

future may have in store for the community, so 

EBHS can only hope for the best.

     Transitioning back to school after another 

lockdown is definitely exciting for those who 

choose to go back. Hybrid can certainly 

restore some normalcy to the academic setting 

many students wish for. Inviting students back 

will present its own challenges, but the 

resilience of the EBHS student body and 

faculty will ensure the continuation of safe, 

positive learning experience.  

________________________________________

Super Bowl 
Review
by  Steven Chase and Raul Martinez 

“That’s the worst I’ve ever been beaten,” 

Kansas City Chiefs all-pro quarterback Patrick 

Mahomes said after a crushing defeat by the 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers in Super Bowl LV. 

The Buccaneers were able to get their revenge 

on the Chiefs, who beat them 27-24 in Week 12 

of the regular season. While the final score 

was close in the regular season game, the 

Chiefs dominated in their first matchup. 

Tyreek Hill had 269 receiving yards in the first 

quarter, torching cornerback Antoine Winfield 

Jr. and the rest of the Buccaneers secondary. 

Mahomes threw for 462 yards and three 

touchdowns, while Tom Brady struggled 

throwing deep down the field and threw two 

interceptions. For many, the outcome of the 

Super Bowl was unexpected, given the way 

the Chiefs handled the Bucs in their Week 12 

matchup.

     “Coming into the game the Chiefs knew it 

was going to be rough because they were 

missing both starting tackles. Chiefs receivers 

struggled to get open, and as a whole they 

struggled on both sides of the ball,” EBHS 

junior Saad Qureshi said. “The Buccaneers 

defense was well-prepared with how to handle 

the Chiefs offense, and Todd Bowles put 

together a great game plan. On offense the 

Buccaneers looked unstoppable, and Gronk, 

AB, and Mike Evans were a big reason for 

this.” All of these factors led to a 31-9 

 CDC
EBHS students and faculty are learning to readjust to a hybrid 
learning model for Marking Period 3
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bloodbath, in which the Chiefs never scored a 

touchdown. 

     A key cause was coaching, specifically the 

defensive play calling by Defensive 

Coordinator Todd Bowles for the Buccaneers. 

He achieved what was seemingly impossible: 

slowing down Patrick Mahomes. After two 

failed seasons with the Jets as head coach, 

Bowles went back to focusing solely on 

defense. Bruce Arians, the head coach for the 

Buccaneers, invited Bowles to be a member of 

his staff. Before Bowles joined the Bucs, the 

team’s defense was ranked the worst in the 

NFL. This year, they were amongst the top 

eight teams defensively and top two in rush 

defense.

     The Buccaneers were also able to win the 

Super Bowl with the leadership of Tom Brady, 

who threw three touchdowns during the 

game. Brady led the Bucs down the field 

seamlessly, leading to a mix of positive run 

yards by Leonard Fournette, which set up 

Flipboard
Quarterback Tom Brady celebrating after leading the Buccaneers to a Super Bowl win over the Chiefs

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Antonio Brown. Brady silenced doubters once 

again and proved that he is the greatest of all 

time, providing many players their first ring 

while getting his seventh. 

    “I think both teams were led by amazing 

quarterbacks who fought for their teams on 

offense,” EBHS junior Julia Perez said. “But I 

think it came down to who had more 

experience, which was Tom Brady.” 

     One of the biggest headlines from this 

game was the Chiefs’ lack of an offensive line. 

With their starting tackles Eric Fisher and 

Mitchell Schwartz sidelined, along with center 

Daniel Kilgore out for the game, the Chiefs 

struggled to slow down the Buccaneers’ pass 

rush.  This proved why health and consistency 

is vital for success in the NFL. As a result, 

Mahomes did not have enough time to find 

his explosive receivers down the field. On the 

other end, the Buccaneers had elite blocking 

and pass protection from their offensive line, 

highlighted by rookie sensation Tristan Wirfs. 
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These players paved the way for Tom Brady to 

add to his already legendary legacy. Overall, 

this game illustrated the necessity of a strong 

offensive and defensive line in winning 

important games. The Bucs had an up and 

down regular season, but when it mattered the 

most, their offense and defense were too much 

for the opposition.
    

Where did the top free agents sign?
Going into the offseason, Trevor Bauer had 

the advantage over every MLB team. He was 

coming off his best year, winning the Cy 

Young Award and leading the league with the 

lowest WHIP (walks+hits per inning pitched). 

After being traded to the Cincinnati Reds the 

year before, 30-year-old Bauer was ready to 

make his own decisions and establish his 

brand. The New York Mets were the favorites 

to sign him, while the Los Angeles Dodgers 

An Offseason For 
the Records
by Jarod Struminger

and Los Angeles Angels weren’t far behind. 

Bauer hid his hand through all of November 

and December, when it was reported that he 

was signing with the Mets. This claim was 

reported false, and in February, Bauer signed a 

three-year contract with the Dodgers. This 

deal will make Bauer the highest-paid pitcher 

in the history of the MLB for the next two 

seasons. In 2021, he’ll be making $40 million, 

and in 2022, he will make $45 million, 

according to Mark Feinsand of MLB.com. 

     Another free agent that generated buzz 

around the country was George Springer. 

Springer, 31, played his entire career with the 

Houston Astros until this year. His stock was 

damaged when the Astros’ cheating scandal 

broke last year, and he never fully recovered. 

Nevertheless, the New York Mets, Toronto 

Blue Jays, and Houston Astros were still 

willing to pay for his talents. Again, the Mets 

were the favorites to land Springer, as they 

offered him the largest contract. Eventually, 

Springer signed with the Toronto Blue Jays 

for six seasons, earning $150 million total. 

     “I am upset about [the Mets] not getting 

Springer, since he is a very solid outfielder, but 

signing Almora and possibly getting Jackie 

Bradley Jr. is definitely comforting,” 

CNBC
Trevor Bauer pitches in a game against the Milwaukee Brewers in 
August 2020
_________________________________________

The Major League Baseball offseason 

definitely left the sports world with questions. 

Coming into Free Agency, MLB fans wanted 

to know about two pressing topics: where the 

top free agents signed and what big trades 

happened. Now that pitchers and catchers are 

soon reporting to Florida for spring training, 

the MLB offseason is practically over, and it’s 

time to evaluate some of the bigger moves of 

the winter.
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EBHS senior and avid Mets fan, Dominic 

Sclafani, said. “I was honestly relieved they 

didn’t get Bauer, who only had one great year 

in a sixty-game season. He would have cost 

way too much, and they could use that money 

to get other great signings. I’m personally 

super excited for the season and a possible 

World Series run.”

What big trades happened?
Mets fans certainly weren’t upset when they 

pulled off the largest trade of the offseason, 

trading for perennial All-Star Francisco 

Lindor. In a surprising turn of events, the 

Cleveland Indians were ready to give up and 

begin rebuilding; this meant they were taking 

calls for Lindor, a fan-favorite shortstop. 

While nothing was serious throughout 

October and November, on January 7, the 

New York Mets traded their current shortstop 

Amed Rosario and a few prospects for Lindor 

and Carlos Carrasco, an above-average 

pitcher. Mets fans were ecstatic for this trade, 

as it was the first of Steven Cohen’s tenure as 

the owner.

     Junior Matt Bradley, also a Mets fan, said, 

“The Mets were only one or two pieces away 

from being a serious contender. They already 

     The other winners of the offseason were 

the San Diego Padres. Already having the best 

minor league system in baseball and a 

star-studded team led by NL MVP Fernando 

Tatis Jr., they traded for two of the top 

pitchers in baseball, Blake Snell, former Cy 

Young winner, and Yu Darvish, a 

multiple-time Cy Young runner-up. Now, the 

San Diego Padres are poised to win their 

division for the first time since 2006. 

Yahoo Sports
Mets acquire  Carlos Carrasco from the Cleveland Indians
________________________________________

NBC Sports
Shortstop Francisco Lindor, who was recently traded to the 
Mets________________________________________
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have Jacob deGrom, the best pitcher in 

baseball, and a ‘stacked squad,’ Lindor will 

finally propel them back into the playoffs and 

possibly the World Series.”
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