
January 2021 Vol. 55, No. 5

On the afternoon of January 6, 2021, America 

witnessed thousands of Trump supporters 

breach one of the most iconic buildings in the 

nation, the United States Capitol. 

In the final weeks of President Trump's 

term, numerous voter fraud allegations were 

pushed forward by the Trump Administration 

contesting election results. Although over 57 

lawsuits were filed by President Trump’s 

attorney, Rudy Giuliani, 50 cases were either

denied or withdrawn due to lack of 

widespread evidence, according to NBC.

     President Trump made sure to vocalize his 

feelings through his most used platform, 

Twitter. He sent out various tweets over the 

______________________________________________________________________________________

THE STORMING OF THE CAPITOL

CNN
On January 6, A Save America March became the only mob to breach  the U.S. Capitol in United States History

“A divide in America that is 
wider than I have ever 
witnessed in my life”

by Dhihita Nishanth

continued on page 4
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Visual by Austin Yang

The time has finally come, when not only is 

hindsight 20/20, but we can also only look at 

2020 in hindsight. However, just because 

2020 seemed like the craziest year of our 

lives, it doesn’t mean that it will be. But we 

were able to get through the trials and 

tribulations of 2020, and as a united 

community, we certainly can stick together 

(socially distanced, of course) to persevere 

through the new year. Although new year’s 

resolutions may not look the same (to those 

who wanted more “me time” last year, 

congratulations on achieving your goal), 

there's still so much to look forward to. It’s 

hard to believe we’re already halfway 

through the school year. Though second 

semester doesn’t look exactly how we 

planned, we can still be a community. We 

can always Teams message each other a 

“hello” and have some nice, delayed 

conversations in video calls. And with 

hybrid learning on the way, some of us will 

be able to have an actual in-person 

conversation with our friends (which many 

of us haven’t had in quite some time). 

Whether you’ll be spending 2021 behind a 

computer or behind masks (or both), we 

wish you a happy new year and a safe 

second semester!

-Carley and Julia
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My parents gave me all the opportunities and 

inspiration that I have today. They shared with 

me their experiences and really were always 

there for me. My grandparents are my best 

friends as well. My grandfather was an 

orthopedic surgeon in India; he shared his 

passion for medicine as well as his experiences 

with me. He shared countless number of 

stories and cases he faced during his career. 

My grandmother is the sweetest person on the 

planet; she taught me the importance of 

perseverance. My sister is also really an 

influential person in my life. Although she is 

four years younger than me, we share 

everything with each other and I sometimes 

even go to her for advice. When I am asked 

who is the most influential person in my life, it 

cannot be one person for me, it has got to be 

these five people who have taught me so much 

and have always been there for me. 

Don't underestimate yourself and what you 

can do. If others say a class is too challenging, 

still try it yourself, because you never know 

how much you're capable of handling. And if 

a board position is super competitive, you 

should still try for it, because you never know 

if you'll get it. I think the best thing I ever did 

at EBHS was trying for everything. For 

example, getting into All State Chorus my 

junior year was an absolute shock. When I 

came into my audition, I didn't think I would 

make it, but I still gave it my best try, and it 

worked out! Even for college applications, I 

think the whole idea of applying to 'reaches' is 

to just give it your best, no matter what you 

do. Sometimes it might not work out, but 

you'll always be glad that you tried! 

HUMANS OF EB

“

”

-Annaika Taneja, Grade 12, Vice 

President of French Honors Society

“

-Jayashree Balaraman, Grade 111
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No matter where I lived or what the climate, there was 

always the tiny hope of a snow day. Whether we wear 

pajamas inside out, put a white crayon in the freezer or 

place ice cubes on the porch - we long for that shared 

momentary freedom from responsibility. Seeing that 

bluish-white morning glow of fresh crystals inspires a giddy 

excitement. A day of exploring in an environment remade – 

pristine and new. Wonder at the extraordinary crystals on 

our mittens, observe animal tracks in the snow, and even 

make our own snow-people. Snow days are magical. I love 

snow.  

During quarantine, I’ve learned a lot about myself and the 

world around me. It’s definitely been an experience that I 

wouldn’t wish on anyone else. While in the beginning, I 

was bored out of my mind and couldn’t find ways to 

entertain myself, I eventually found this website called 

YouTube. It was something completely new to me, I’d 

never heard of something like it. It was crazy to me that 

random people could make a living off videos or video 

games. To anyone reading this - I would recommend going 

on the internet and finding fun things to do, it’s crazy.

-Ms. Ryan, EBHS Biology Teacher

-Krishna Meegada, Grade 10

Want to be featured on The Clarion’s Humans of EB? Email 
clarion.aeic2021@gmail.com for more info

________________________________________________________________________________________________

“

“

mailto:clarion.aeic2021@gmail.com
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course of the investigations, some of which read 

“STOP THE FRAUD” and  “I WON THIS 

ELECTION, BY A LOT!” Despite being flagged 

by Twitter for violating their guidelines, he was 

backed by supporters and several members of 

the GOP. The “Save America March'' was then 

scheduled on January 6 by others who believed 

voter integrity had been compromised on 

election day. President Trump encouraged 

supporters to attend what he called a “wild” 

event.

    At approximately 12:49 PM, President Trump 

spoke on the White House Ellipse to tens of 

thousands who had gathered to support. He 

continued to assert in the speech that the 

election was stolen from him, urging supporters 

to march to the Capitol, where Congress’ 

traditional ceremonial counting of votes (which 

would certify President Biden’s victory) was 

taking place. When they arrived at the Capitol, 

chaos quickly ensued. 

    Around 1:00 PM, Vice President Mike Pence 

led the counting on Capitol Hill to certify 

electoral votes cast for then President-elect Joe 

Biden and Vice President-elect Kamala Harris. 

About an hour later, thousands of Trump 

supporters arrived outside the Capitol to 

protest. They made their way up the steps of 

the Capitol and past police perimeters, 

breaking into the building. 

Windows of the Capitol were shattered 

as hundreds of individuals walked inside. A 

handful were able to reach the House and 

Senate chambers. A man was seen putting his 

feet on Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi’s 

desk, writing, “WE WON’T BACK DOWN'' 

on her folder. Another was seen carrying the 

Confederate flag through the halls. One was 

photographed stealing Pelosi’s lectern. Several 

chants were heard being yelled inside, 

including “Traitors'' and “Hang Mike Pence.” 

Later photos revealed protestors donning 

anti-semitic clothing, one of which read 

“Camp Auschwitz.”

ABC WHAM
A protestor carrying the lectern of Nancy Pelosi out of the Capitol 
building poses for a picture

     Security was understaffed, and the D.C. 

National Guard arrived four hours after 

Washington D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser 

requested them. They managed to push the 

insurrectionists about a block away from the 



Capitol building with the help of tear gas and 

mace.   

  “It’s very disturbing that America has 

reached a point where this could happen,” Mr. 

McKibbin, an English teacher at EBHS, said. 

“It shows you how social media and the 

rhetoric used on its platforms have the power 

to greatly influence people, and it has created 

a divide in America that is wider than I have 

ever witnessed in my life.”

     As the violence died down, politicians and 

activists began drawing comparisons between 

the Capitol protests and the Black Lives 

Matter protests, which were sparked by the 

death of George Floyd last summer. On 

January 6, the Black Lives Matter Global 

Network called the riots that followed the 

Capitol protests an attempted “coup.”

     "Make no mistake, if the protesters were     

Black, we would have been tear gassed, 

battered, and perhaps shot," the group said in 

a recent statement, according to CNN. That 

summer, footage of officers hitting protesters 

with clubs and shooting rubber bullets had 

been released. In D.C, officers applied no force

after the 6 PM curfew that the mayor ordered.

 “The Capitol security was extremely 

unprepared and did little to stop the attack 

and violence. I definitely think they could have 

done a much better job keeping the place 

secure especially since it is the center of our 

democracy,” sophomore Kailey Ye said 

regarding the danger the protestors posed. 

  Ye became one of many anxious Americans 

over the following two weeks, frightened for 

the safety of attendees and police officers at 

President Biden’s Inauguration on January 20. 

During the Capitol protests, many officers 
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AP News
Many Black Lives Matter supporters of the summer cited a double standard after the Capitol protests _______________________________________________________________________________________



were subject to brute force, including Officer 

Brian Sicknick, a Capitol police officer and 

former New Jersey resident who was fatally 

struck by a fire extinguisher. However, strict 

security measures at the Capitol were taken. 

Over 20,000 National Guard Troops were 

deployed ahead of the ceremony, and officials 

were warned that violence could occur in all 

50 state capitols. Despite looming threats, a 

peaceful transition of power on January 20 

signified a preservation of democracy and 

hope for a nation divided.

Page 7 News

Donald Trump Faces 
UNPRECEDENTED 
Second Impeachment
by Julia Maling

On January 13, exactly one week after the 

Capitol riots and one week before 

Inauguration Day, Donald Trump became the 

first president in U.S. history to be impeached 

twice. Brought forth against Trump was the 

single article of impeachment “incitement of 

insurrection,” which referred to the 

president’s repeated claims of widespread 

fraud in the 2020 election and his restatement 

of these claims on January 6, when Congress 

met to count the Electoral College votes.

     These allegations of fraud, the article 

states, incited crowds of his supporters to 

interfere with Congress’ vote count and 

engage “in other violent, deadly, destructive 

and seditious acts.” The House voted 232 to 197 

in favor of impeachment. The 232 votes 

included ten Republicans, the largest number 

NBC
Speaker Nancy Pelosi and the House voted to send impeachment 
articles against Trump to the Senate on Tuesday, January 21__________________________________________

of pro-impeachment votes from members of 

the president’s party. Other Republicans did 

not agree, such as House Republican Whip 

Steve Scalise, who acknowledged that what 

happened at the Capitol was wrong but did 

not think this was the way to address it.

     “I oppose this rushed impeachment 

brought forward without a single hearing,” 

Scalise said. 

     Though the vote took place one week 

before President Biden’s inauguration, for 

senior and Model United Nations member 
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Verena Fanous, the impeachment was 

warranted. “While the timing of the 

impeachment was days before the 

inauguration, it was not a partisan decision,” 

Fanous said. “Both Republicans and 

Democrats came together to impeach, and this 

shows how the actions at the Capitol will not 

be tolerated by any party and are completely 

out of line.”

Senior Gavin March, former Mock 

Trial member and current AP Institute of 

Political and Legal Education student, agreed 

that a precedent should be set in recognizing 

the wrongdoings at the Capitol. For March, 

“symbolically, the impeachment does send a    

powerful message that should be sent; 

insisting on, fanning the flames of, or 

otherwise bringing legitimacy to political 

violence should not be tolerated from 

someone in public office. I believe that, if the 

House is acting in the good faith of its 

represented citizens, it has its right to send 

articles of impeachment while Trump is still 

in office.”

The article of impeachment was 

delivered to the Senate on January 25, and the 

trial is set to start during the week of February 

8. For Trump to be convicted, two-thirds of 

the Senate would need to vote to impeach and 

convict.   

Joe Biden Becomes 46th President of the United States
A vow to mend a divided nation

by Carley Doktorski 

With President Biden’s Inaugural Address at 

noon on January 20 came a sentiment that 

brought hope to young members on either 

side of a house divided—unity. As American 

flags billowed on the Mall and President 

Trump’s helicopter arrived safely at 

Mar-a-Lago, the nation breathed a sigh of 

relief. A peaceful transfer of power had 

transpired, and to both young Democrat and 

Republican supporters, it marked a turning 

point in American history.

  In the first half of his address, President 

Biden stressed the urgency with which he 

would fulfill his campaign’s promises within    

the first hundred days, among them 

combatting the COVID-19 crisis, a struggling 

economy, racial injustice, and climate change. 

Associated Press
Biden delivers his Inaugural Speech after being sworn in as 
President of the U.S.
_________________________________________
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“And so we lift our gazes not 

to what stands between us, 

but what stands before us”

Biden signed 17 executive orders that evening, 

including a mask mandate on federal property 

and an order reentering the Paris Climate 

Accords.

However, at the heart of President 

Biden’s Inaugural message was hope, a feeling 

that many Americans had struggled to find 

throughout election season.

 “To overcome these challenges — to 

restore the soul and to secure the future of 

America — requires more than words. It 

requires that most elusive of things in a 

democracy: Unity,” Biden said in his Inaugural 

Address, standing on the West front of the 

Capitol overlooking the flag-filled mall.

a nation where for many, partisanship has 

come before patriotism.

 “Biden’s presidency symbolizes the 

nation’s strength and ability to come together 

during times of division, violence, and 

polarization,” Bores said. “The next four years 

will be significantly different. We will likely see 

the introduction of more progressive 

legislation and a focus on healing with unity.”

     Prior to Inauguration Day, many feared for 

the safety of President Biden, President 

Trump, and attendees of the ceremony. 

However, strict security measures were set in 

place at the Capitol after the January 6 

Capitol riots and QAnon’s threats to pose as 

National Guard members, as uncovered by the 

Washington Post. 

   Ron Watkins, a major QAnon booster, then 

posted a message on his Telegram channel 

encouraging followers to allow a peaceful 

transfer of power.

    “We have a new president sworn in, and it is 

our responsibility as citizens to respect the 

Constitution,” Watkins wrote, according to 

NPR.

     Bores agreed that a peaceful Inauguration 

ceremony was crucial to the preservation of 
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Action News Now
President Biden and First Lady Jill Biden hug as they arrive at 
the North Portico of the White House

To Sarah Bores, co-President of EBHS 

Democrats, the ceremony marked the start of 

an era that would focus on rebuilding trust in 
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democracy.

 “Ensuring a peaceful transfer of power 

is absolutely critical to the future of our nation 

for the sake of protecting democracy and 

upholding the strength of our government,” 

Bores said.

 While to the EBHS Right Wing 

students, an official club of the high school, 

President Biden’s inauguration marked the 

start of economic and social changes their 

views did not necessarily align with, they 

would support the new president regardless. 

Unifying the divisions both within the 

Republican Party and amongst the American 

people, they noted, were necessary to move 

forward.

     “Republican citizens all across this country 

are questioning where the country is headed, 

but all-be it they still pray for the new 

president that he makes the right decisions,” 

 

the Right-Wing Students said.

 According to the Right-Wing Students, 

America First conservatism and 

Neoconservatism have also created inter-party 

divisions over the past four years. America 

First believers favor “more right-wing 

conservatism, and want to overthrow the 

GOP,” they said, while Neoconservatives are 

“modern GOP members,” favoring 

interventionism and free markets, among 

them Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell 

and South Carolina Senator Lindsey Graham.

 “We will see which side wins in the 

end, but for right now it is evident that a 

divide does exist on the right. We have to 

slowly but steadily settle our frustrations and 

figure it out,” the Right-Wing Students said.

 After performances from Lady Gaga, 

Jennifer Lopez, and Garth Brooks, President 

Politico
Amanda Gorman, the youngest Inaugural poet, recites “The Hill We Climb”_______________________________________________________________________________________
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Biden, Vice-President Harris, the second 

gentleman, and the first lady paid homage at 

the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 

Arlington National Cemetery. Instead of the 

usual parade along Pennsylvania Avenue, a 

virtual procession was also hosted by actor 

Tony Goldwyn.

On both sides of the political spectrum, 

Biden’s call for unity rang true to members of 

Generation Z on the brink of adulthood. As 

Amanda Gormon, the youngest inaugural 

poet in U.S. history at 22 years old, echoed in 

her poem, “The Hill We Climb,” to a grieving 

nation rattled by loss and political division, a 

more bipartisan leader could be what heals it.

 “And so we lift our gazes not to what 

stands between us, but what stands before us,” 

Gormon said. “We close the divide because we 

know, to put our future first. We must first put 

our differences aside, we lay down our arms, 

so we can reach out our arms, to one 

another.”

Mystery Monolith Sightings Spread 

Across the World
by Fiona Sheard

In the amalgam of weirdness that was 2020, 

you can now add alien conspiracy theories to 

the list. Appearing mysteriously in remote 

areas across the globe, metal structures called 

monoliths have gained a striking online 

presence, sparking speculations about 

extraterrestrial activity. 

     The first of these monoliths was discovered 

by a helicopter crew in a desert canyon in 

Utah on November 18, 2020. Without warning, 

more 10 to 12 foot tall metal slabs began 

appearing in Romania, California, the 

Netherlands, and the Isle of Wight, inciting 

much debate about their origins. 

     EBHS film teacher Mr. Cibrian noted the 

monoliths’ resemblance to those found in the 

1968 sci-fi film 2001: A Space Odyssey, in which 

alien monoliths placed on Earth helped to 

shape human evolution. Though the Utah 

Bureau of Land Establishment quickly took 

custody of the Utah monolith, the striking 

similarities helped many an extraterrestrial 

The Brussels Times
The first monolith sighting in Utah_________________________________________



conspiracy theory take flight. Some were 

joking; others were downright serious. 

     However, despite the many memes and 

Buzzfeed articles, the story behind these 

monoliths may be more rooted in artistic 

expression than alien activity. These metal 

monuments, some speculate, could be part of 

the Land Art Movement, a form of 

contemporary art that dates back to the 1960s 

and 1970s and involves creating artworks tied 

to the environment. Others hypothesize that 

the monoliths are the creations of deceased 

sculptor John McCracken, who was known 

for his signature metal planks. 
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     “An interesting question is if the artwork is 

the object itself or the act of placing it out in 

nature,” said Mr. McCarthy, an AP Art History 

teacher at EBHS.  Whatever the explanation 

may be, the monoliths have become an internet 

sensation. As of now, we still have no definitive 

answer as to why they keep appearing, and their 

purpose remains a mystery. At any rate, future 

historians will have their work cut out for them. 

The New York Times
Sculptor John McCracken could be behind the monoliths_________________________________________

Foreign Hackers Find 

a Way in with 

SolarWinds

by Arushi Pradhan

On December 14, 2020, American officials 

revealed that SolarWinds, a major 

Texas-based information technology firm, fell 

victim to a cyberattack that went undetected 

for months. Foreign hackers were able to use 

the hack to spy on major institutions, 

including Fortune 500 Companies and 

government agencies, among them the 

Department of Homeland Security and 

Treasury Department. Due to the extremely 

sophisticated nature of the attack, some 

cybersecurity experts believe that Russia's 

foreign intelligence service, the SVR, carried 

out the hack. However, Russia has denied any 

sort of involvement. 

So, how did this happen in the first 

place? Most software providers, like the 

American company SolarWinds, regularly 

send out updates to their users’ systems to fix 

bugs or add new features. Beginning as early 

as March, SolarWinds unwittingly sent out 

software updates to its customers that 

included the malicious code. The code created 

a backdoor to the information technology 

systems of customers, allowing hackers to 

install even more malware that helped them 

spy on companies and organizations. For 
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months, hackers explored numerous networks 

of governments and private companies around 

the world. SolarWinds has about 300,000 

customers but said "fewer than 18,000" 

installed the version of its products that 

appears to have been compromised. 

   Unfortunately, the exact impact of the 

operation, or even its goal, is currently 

unknown. Some experts have warned it could 

take more than a year for organizations to 

determine whether the attackers have 

penetrated their systems, stolen any data or 

installed backdoors. Still, the hack has already 

exposed major weaknesses in the federal 

government’s cybersecurity readiness to 

respond to such events effectively. 

Aveek Mishra, a junior and the 

cybersecurity head of the EBHS Code Club, 

said that the hack “just shows that every 

possible entry point into a secure system needs 

to be as strong as everything else.” Even a 

“trusted software”—like the one used in the 

SolarWinds hack—Mishra said, can provide “a 

weak yet effective entry point that allowed the 

US government to be breached.”

The cybersecurity industry is expected 

to make broad changes as a result of the event: 

companies are starting to assume breaches 

have occurred, rather than responding to 

attacks after they have happened, and the 

federal government may start to reorganize 

the administration and funding of the United 

States Cyber Command. 

To EBHS senior Klara Tosic, president 

of the EBHS Code Club, the security breach 

should serve as a reminder to Internet users in 

______________________________________________________________________________________
Analytics India Magazine

Coined “Solargate” by Microsoft, the Solarwinds hack is one of the most disastrous of the year
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an age of connectedness to heed the 

importance of online safety. 

     “Nowadays, we spend more time online 

than ever—we rely on technology to learn, 

communicate, and stay informed. Amid all 

these digital connections, though, it is vitally 

important that we be aware of the 

consequences of our digital footprints,” Tosic 

said.  “Your online security is complex, but 

there are simple steps you can take to protect 

your online identity: use a complex password, 

be wary of phishing (email scams), avoid 

revealing sensitive personal information, and 

don’t save your financial information on 

shopping sites.” 

How Single Parent 
Families are Braving 
COVID-19
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by Isaac Gampel

For too many, 2020 was marked by three major 

themes: virus, recession, and isolation. But for 

those living in single-parent households, it 

can be even harder to cope with the havoc and 

devastation COVID-19 has brought on the 

nation.

 “It’s definitely been very hard,” Adrian 

Makenzi, an EBHS senior living in a 

single-parent household, said about the past 

months with his loved-ones in quarantine. “I 

think this was due to the fact that we all had to 

learn more about ourselves. But it caused us to 

grow more. New isn’t always the best, 

especially emotionally. But this struggle 

definitely made everyone in my family 

stronger.”

     Mental health, always an important issue, 

became a leading cause of concern for parents 

and educators in an age of remote education. 

Quarantine and virtual classes have made 

learning far more difficult, and distractions far 

more potent. Depression skyrocketed. 

According to NPR, a national survey 

conducted in the spring concluded that a third 

of 3,300 kids reported depression and 

unhappiness. As of last month, according to 

PBS, three out of four Americans between 

18-24 report poor mental health tied to the 

pandemic.

Along with kids, parents are also 

feeling pressure. Next to doctors and first 

responders, parents have been heroes in this 

pandemic as well. But from aiding their 

The New Yorker
The burdens of COVID-19 have fallen especially hard on single 
parents

TW: depression
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children in classes to helping them navigate 

social issues or mental health, single parents 

are faced with the arduous task of providing 

emotional and financial support for their 

families alone. 

For Tanmay Parikh, an EBHS 

sophomore, quarantine has certainly had its 

“ups and downs. An upside is spending time 

with family, while a downside is not being able 

to go outside, but it was worse for the elderly 

and healthcare workers. They have had it 

worse than anyone,” Parikh said.

As one of the most susceptible groups 

to the challenges of the pandemic, single 

parent homes and families will certainly be 

glad when it is all over. When asked about 

what he wants more people to know about 

what it’s like living in a single parent 

household, Makenzi noted that it is more 

draining than many think.

    “People should know having a single parent 

isn’t easy. Not just financially but 

emotion-wise. We all have to support each 

other and not take things for granted,” 

Makenzi said. 

   But as Makenzi mentioned, despite the 

challenges of single-parent families, spending 

so much time with loved-ones isn’t always a 

bad thing. As Monopoly, football, and 

basketball hoop sales soar and flour flies off 

grocery shelves, figures show families are 

spending less time on screens and more time 

cooking, exercising, and bonding together, 

according to The New York Post. A survey 

conducted by OnePoll concluded that 66 

percent of 2,000 American families said the 

pandemic had brought them closer. Forty-one 

percent said they’d eaten more meals together. 

The data suggests isolation offers more time 

for new passions, more hobbies, and most of 

all, deeper connections with the people we 

love, no matter what your family looks like. 

While the pandemic adds stress to any 

situation, there’s always a way to see the light.

    

Urban Institute
Childcare has become increasingly difficult for many families during the pandemic, according to an Urban Institute Survey______________________________________________________________________________________
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As U.S. COVID-19 vaccine rollouts begin, debates 
regarding the speed at which the vaccination plan 
can be implemented have led Americans to 
wonder whether or not a return to normal is 
finally in sight. 
     Because there are not enough vaccines for 
everyone, the current priority plan for vaccine 
distribution will be in phases. According to 
NJ.gov, vaccines in the first phase will be for 
healthcare workers, government employees, and 
first responders. Coming later are the eldery over 
the age of 65, and then the rest of the population 
will follow. Students, as well as low risk or healthy 
individuals, come towards the end of the vaccine 
distribution plan. 
    Although the U.S. government is obtaining 
more vaccines, there are still many shortages. In 
Bergen County, New Jersey, the most populous 
county, a shipment of 2,000 doses only lasted a 
week. However, a COVID-19 vaccine being 
developed by New Jersey-based company, Johnson 
& Johnson, is expected to be approved by the end 
of the month. Without needing to be stored at 
sub-zero temperatures, it could be a 
“game-changer,” according to NJ Governor Phil 
Murphy. Johnson & Johnson currently have a deal 

to ship out 100 million doses across the U.S. once 
approved, according to USA Today. Meanwhile, 
8.6 million more doses from Moderna and Pfizer 
are expected to ship the week of January 24.
    Nonetheless, the majority of the U.S. population 
have not been vaccinated yet, with some 
demanding vaccines before high-risk individuals 
have received one. Crowded online scheduling 
websites and long queues have also been less than 
organized. It is a time of waiting and patience for 
many.
   “Although I wish I could be vaccinated now, I 
think that our current vaccination plan is very 
fair,” Vidit Madan, a junior at EBHS, said. “Also, 
with Biden’s 100 million in 100 days vaccination 
plan, I am confident that many more people will 
be vaccinated and we will be back in school by the 
end of May.”
  Srikar Yaramasu, another junior at EBHS, instead 
stressed the necessity to focus on more financial 
support for those in need in the meantime. Critical 
times like these, Yaramasu noted, demand more 
relief to help those who unexpectedly find 
themselves in tough situations. 

Your COVID-19 
Update: Are 
Vaccine Rollouts 
Running 
Effectively?
by Atharv Shelar

BBC
The CDC’s data shows an uneven national rollout
_________________________________________



hybrid learning for HMS and elementary 

students in East Brunswick back from January 

19 to February 4. While EBHS students’ return 

date of February 4 has not changed, many 

have nevertheless been counting the days until 

hybrid instruction begins again. 

________________________________________

Although the vaccine was a sign of hope for many 
Americans struggling to get by, the current 
COVID-19 relief plan is still not enough for those 
facing such hardships.
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stimulus check is more than $1000, then this relief 
is enough but needs to continue to be given until 
the pandemic ends.” 
     According to Business Insider’s data from The 
Council for Community and Economic Research, 
the national average monthly expenses for a 
two-person household that owns their home is 
$5,535. At this rate, two $600 stimulus checks for 
each person would last approximately 6.72 days. 
     Mass immunization initiatives, effective testing, 
and rapid research on new variants has 
dramatically increased the confidence of citizens in 
the vaccines. As of January 22, 69 percent of 
Americans planned to get the COVID-19 vaccine, 
according to The Harris Poll.
     The debate continues on how effectively and 
efficiently vaccine distribution can and will occur, 
but what most can agree on is that there seems to 
be a light at the end of the tunnel. 

   

ABC7
Long lines and queues for the vaccine have proved chaotic 

  “A return to normality will take more time than 
anticipated, I think it will take until around 
September,” Yaramasu said. “But the poor and 
unemployed are in need of COVID relief packages 
now. If the stimulus check is only for $600, it is not 
enough to support the people in need. If the

_________________________________________

Virtual Learning Check-in
by Gabriel Ospina and George Nakhl

A tentative return to hybrid learning is finally 

in sight for East Brunswick Public Schools, 

and for many, being back in person will be a 

welcome relief. With a targeted return to 

face-to-face instruction on February 4 (given 

circumstances prove safe upon Dr. Valeski and 

the Board of Education’s reevaluation), EBHS 

students will once again be able to opt to go 

hybrid.

Amidst a post-holiday travel rise in 

COVID-19 case numbers, both in the district 

and across the nation, Dr. Valeski made the 

decision on January 14 to push the return to 

    Elmhurst University 
 Virtual learning continues amid the COVID-19 pandemic 
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19 to February 4. While EBHS students’ 

return date of February 4 has not 

changed, many have nevertheless been 

counting the days until hybrid instruction 

begins again.

      

     For now, students and staff are making 

ends meet using the distance learning model 

for school instruction. However, for those 

learning virtually, both in East Brunswick and 

in schools throughout the country, this means 

virtual meetings (either through Zoom, 

Google Meets, or Microsoft Teams), hours of 

screen time, muted mics, and largely silent 

classrooms, leaving students and staff 

worrying if a virtual learning environment, 

though starkly different, has changed the 

quality of education a student receives.

      

 Another EBHS student, Gabriel Jose 

Mercado, felt that as a hands-on learner, “it is 

harder to comprehend what is being 

demonstrated and taught over a screen.” The 

lack of stimulation, both agreed, had its 

drawbacks.

   AP Language and Composition teacher, Ms. 

Cunningham, believed that she would most 

likely be able to “teach the same amount of 

material as other years, but may have to skip a 

book for her classes.” 

  When asked about students’ performances, 

Ms. Cunningham explained that it is different 

from student to student. “Some of them are 

thriving with the distance learning model 

since they’re able to manage their time well,” 

Cunningham said. “While others are falling 

behind. It really depends on how you work.” 

   All schools, once open, will remain at 50 

percent capacity. Dr. Valeski, after careful 

consideration, believed that the current state 

of the pandemic proved dangerous to open 

fully, and was weary about the growing case 

numbers.

  “The current COVID transmission rate is 

over 10 percent higher than the maximum 

acceptable safe threshold established before we 

returned in September,” Dr. Valeski said in a 

message to the district on January 14. “If we 

had been offering hybrid instruction during 

this time, the last three reports of positive and 

presumed positive COVID infections, in my 

calls to you, would have closed nearly every 

    

 

     EBHS students and teachers shared their 

opinions. Ye Jun Kwon, an EBHS junior and 

build lead for Astraea Robotics, knew he was 

“definitely not” retaining the same amount of 

information or learning as well as he would 

have in-person. One reason for his skepticism 

toward the online model, Kwon said, is that 

“you have less time with your teachers. You 

cannot stay after class to ask a question, or 

raise your hand in the manner you would like 

to.” 

Microsoft Education Blog
EBHS began using Microsoft Teams for Education for the 
2020-21 school year________________________________________
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one of our schools.”

   With the 2020-2021 school year already 

almost halfway through and vaccine rollouts 

still in early stages, distance learning is not 

disappearing anytime soon. To students and 

staff, the virtual learning model has been a test 

of independence. However, according to 

Cleveland Health Clinic, proactivity is one of 

the best ways to cope. Planning ahead, staying 

organized, and creating calm spaces, Clinical 

Psychologist Kate Eshlema told the clinic, are 

especially important in order to avoid burnout. 

There will be good days and bad days, and 

avoiding anxiety is easier said than done, but 

in the end, the lessons students are learning in 

self-sufficiency will not be forgotten.
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Is it time to Cancel 
Cancel Culture?
by Mary Elgayar

It is a necessary tool for social justice, some 

say, a way to hold public figures accountable 

for inappropriate behavior. But in the words of 

The New York Post, under this “microscope of 

political correctness,” cancel culture may be 

more toxic than tolerant. In an age of divisive 

politics plaguing America, many now have the 

same question. Does cancel culture interfere 

with the foundational freedoms outlined in 

the First Amendment, a right that Americans 

hold so dearly?

  “Cancel culture” is the Internet phenomenon 

of promoting the ostracisation of  celebrities 

who have abused their platform and 

encouraging the boycotting of brands, TV 

shows, and movies with offensive remarks, 

opinions, or ideologies. However, this sort of 

behavior, rallying around a common cause or 

belief and punishing those who dissent, has 

been around long before the age of social 

media, and even before modern technology. 

      Dr. Jill McCorkel, a professor of sociology 

and criminology at Villanova University, 

contended that the roots of cancel culture 

have been present throughout human history. 

She pointed out that societies have penalized 

those who defy social norms for centuries. 

Cancel culture, she noted, is really just 

another variation of this type of behavior, 

reborn in an age of tech.

     “Cancel culture is an extension of or a 

contemporary evolution of a much bolder set 

of social processes that we can see in the form 

of banishment,” McCorkel told The New York 

The Talon
Many believe cancel culture is getting out of hand
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Post.

  Cancel culture may have begun centuries 

ago, but the Internet adds a layer of 

uneasiness. What goes out on the internet is 

permanent. Statements, pictures, and videos 

on social media stay on social media, 

regardless of how long ago they were released, 

or if the user ultimately regrets their post. It 

has never been more easy to run a background 

check on someone from their digital footprint. 

With social media users eager to find dirt on 

celebrities, influencers, and politicians, public 

figures are oftentimes backed into a corner, 

with millions analyzing their every move. 

   “Oftentimes people bring up issues that have 

happened in the past that someone has grown 

from,” EBHS junior Sarah Abouchakra said.

  In this way, cancel culture completely 

disregards a person’s personal growth, as well 

as their right to an opinion. Rather than 

letting the celebrity defend themselves, or 

apologize, the Internet makes harmful 

assumptions that can ruin the careers they 

built from the ground up. 

     In July 2020, a public letter was published in 

Harper’s Magazine in which more than 100 

writers and scholars called for the end of 

cancel culture. Some notable figures were 

Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling, linguist 

Noam Chomsky, and journalist Malcolm 

Gladwell. The letter argued that cancel culture 

New York Post 
Jimmy Fallon, Jodie Comer, Lana Del Rey, J.K. Rowling, and Ellen DeGeneres were only some of the cancelled celebrities of 2020______________________________________________________________________________________
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breeds an intolerance for opposing views and 

creates restrictions on the free exchange of 

information and ideas. Rowling, who recently 

came under fire for her public statements on 

transgender people, explained that “the 

restriction of debate” hurts those “who lack 

power.” 

     EBHS junior Saranya Guttikonda agreed, 

saying that people “only get to see one side of 

things,” which is especially harmful when it 

comes to politics. When people fear 

expressing their beliefs will get them 

“canceled,” they no longer feel free to speak 

their mind, Guttikonda said. This denies them 

one of the rights Americans have been given 

in the Constitution. In this way, cancel culture 

can be viewed as a direct attack on the First 

Amendment.  

  On the other hand, in response to Goya 

getting cancelled over the summer after CEO 

Robert Unanue said America was “blessed” to 

have a leader like President Trump, Crisis PR 

adviser Alexis Odesser told BBC that there is 

not just a desire, but "real expectation" that 

brands will live up to their customers' values. 

"People are making buying decisions with 

these things in mind," she said. There is a 

certain amount of trust that is broken.

   Overall, such vast divides in America cannot 

be bridged if people are unwilling to engage in 

social and political discussions. It is of the 

utmost importance that people come together 

to close the gap in ideological differences by 

voicing their thoughts in a kind way.   

BRANDON BERNARD’S EXECUTION SPARKS 
DEATH PENALTY DEBATE 

by Ben Yu

Following the recent death-row executions of 

Brandon Bernard on December 10 and Dustin 

Higgs on January 16, a conversation over 

whether the death penalty is a warranted 

component of the American justice system has 

been reignited. 

    The death penalty is a form of capital 

punishment in which someone is executed as 

a result of committing a certain crime, and 

many believe in its efficacy. According to BBC, 

the punishment ensures retribution, deters 

future criminals from breaking the law, 
eliminates the possibility of future offences, 

provides reassurance to victims, and appeals 

The New York Times
The Trump administration began carrying out  the federal death 
penalty last year for the first time in two decades_________________________________________
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to a sense of justice in American citizens. For 

EBHS sophomore Andrew Wanna, the idea of 

“an eye for an eye” aligns with American 

principles.

   

message that if you shed innocent blood, you 

will pay a high price. I agree on the matter of 

accountability, but also believe such publicity 

would serve to deter homicide.” 

     Ideally, the execution of a criminal sets an 

example to the public of what may happen to 

someone who commits heinous crimes of a 

large degree—the consequence of a conviction 

serves as a grave reminder as to the severity of 

the action.

     However, elected officials are calling on 

President Biden to take action quickly to enact 

plans to abolish the death penalty that were 

promised in his campaign. Biden’s campaign 

website cited 170 exonerations of those on 

death row and stressed a need to initiate 

criminal justice reforms and do away with 

capital punishments. Among them was Dustin 

Higgs, who was convicted and executed for 

the murder of three women at a wildlife 

refuge. While Higgs was put on death row for 

the murder, his accomplice, the shooter, was 

sentenced to life, according to NPR.

     Many Americans who support  prison 

reform and the abolition of the death penalty 

also claim that the justice system is incredibly 

discriminatory.

     Governor of California Gavin Newsom said 

that the “death penalty system has been, by all 

measures, a failure. It has discriminated 

against defendants who are mentally ill, black 

and brown, or [poor].” 

     When penniless defendants are tried in 

    “The death penalty is like the ultimate form 

of justice. If a serial killer murders 10 people 

but is not given the death penalty, is justice 

really served? Logically, the killer deserves the 

death penalty for killing 10 innocent people,” 

Wanna said. “Otherwise, justice isn’t served 

and the victims’ families are left with further 

trauma.” There is no doubt that the death 

penalty does bring closure to families. It also 

ensures that the offender will never be 

released back into the free world to pose as a 

danger to the American public.

   Another benefit of the death penalty, as 

Louis P. Pojman, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of 

Philosophy at West Point Military Academy, 

put it, is that “Public executions of criminals 

seem an efficient way to communicate the   

helpsavebrandon.com
Portrait created by artist Alex Albadree in Bernard’s honor_________________________________________
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 Geffen Records / Olivia Rodrigo
Rodrigo’s music video along with cover art intrigued fans due to 
its aesthetic

record with “Shape Of You.” Despite the song 

being Rodrigo’s debut single, it currently has 

court, they also often lack the sufficient funds 

necessary for proper legal representation, 

leaving them at a severe disadvantage during 

the trial. They are unfairly convicted far too 

often, which, in the worst case scenarios, leads 

to a wrongful execution.

     To sophomore Richard Chen, the death 

penalty has more issues that plague the system 

than elements that aid it. “The death penalty 

is a very expensive process,” Chen said. “The 

California Legislative Analyst’s office 

estimates that $150 million of California  

taxpayer money could be saved if the death 

penalty is replaced by a life without parole 

sentence.” 

     Using the money saved from the death 

penalty, states could go on to reform other, 

debatably more impactful programs, among 

them education or healthcare systems, Chen 

said.

  Despite many voices in opposition to the 

death penalty, as of January 18, thirty-five 

Americans are scheduled to be executed over 

the next four years. To those who wish to see 

it abolished, the need to address the system’s 

ethicality has never been more critical. 

Page 23 Opinions & Entertainment

“I wish I could take it all back, but I 

can't. If my death is what's needed to 

heal pain, then so be it”
Brandon Bernard, December 10, 2020

If you’ve been scrolling through TikTok, 

Spotify, or listening to the radio over the past 

week, you’ve probably heard the song that has 

taken the world by storm, Olivia Rodrigo’s 

“drivers license.” The day of its release on 

January 8, it broke Spotify’s record for the 

most-streamed non-holiday song within 

twenty-four hours at fifteen million streams, 

soaring past Ed Sheeran’s previously held 

Olivia Rodrigo Steers Her 
Way into Pop History 
with “Drivers License”
by Shohini Mitra and Julie Kim
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the public’s undivided attention. It is the 

number one song globally on most music  

platforms, including Apple Music, Spotify, 

and Amazon Music. 

     Rodrigo gained her platform as a Disney 

actress and released multiple songs from her 

roles in High School Musical: The Musical: The 

Series and Bizaardvark. Connecting with vast 

audiences has helped shape her into the 

talented narrative artist she is today.

   

________________________________________

  “Never in my wildest dreams did I expect 

this,” Rodrigo said regarding the immense 

success of “drivers license” as the single 

climbed to the top of the charts, passing 

world-renowned artists, among them Justin 

Bieber and The Weeknd, along the way. She 

also received praise from her long-time idol 

and role model, Taylor Swift, after climbing to 

number three on iTunes charts hours after the 

single’s release, third only to Swift’s evermore 

bonus tracks, “it’s time to go” and “right 

where you left me.” 

     The seventeen year-old singer-actress made 

history in more ways than one. Rodrigo 

inspired many listeners after becoming the 

first Asian-American woman to hit No. 1 on 

the U.S. iTunes and Apple Music platforms. 

As a member of the Filipino community, 

Rodrigo has struck a chord with many young 

people of Asian heritage. 

      “As an avid music listener and singer of 

Japanese and Filipino heritage myself, I 

definitely see that there is not much diversity 

to the [music] industry. Seeing as Olivia 

Rodrigo hit number one on the charts, I feel 

like this can be a big turning point for various 

minority groups,” Lily Navarro, a sophomore 

at EBHS and member of Concert, and Jazz 

R&B choir said.

     To most, the emotion-filled song may seem 

like it took a lot of time and effort to 

produce—however, that is not the case. 

Following her own heartbreak, Rodrigo wrote 

the song rather effortlessly by putting her 

emotions into words. The process of writing 

“Drivers License” allowed her to express 

herself and dive deeper into her passion for 

music. For listeners, that is the beauty of the 

song—its vulnerability. 

     “I think one of the main reasons why 

‘drivers license’ has become a viral hit is 

because of how relatable it is. Everyone goes 

through heartbreaks and this was the perfect 

way for teens to express their feelings,” said 

Emma Mohanty, a sophomore at EBHS. 

Overall, ‘drivers license’ is a very delicate and 

emotional song that resonates with everyone, 

no matter the audience.

 CNN
Olivia Rodrigo in High School Musical: The Musical: The Series 
where she released her first single as a character in the show



________________________________________________________________________________________
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business issues for the studio, and they had to 

find ways to bring in revenue for the 

investments they made in these movies. In this 

moment of desperation, W.B. looked to none 

other than Disney for inspiration. 

    Following the release of the live-action Mulan 

on Disney+, which required an additional 

$29.99 early-access fee to watch the film, W.B. 

studios realized that releases on streaming 

platforms were a reasonable option. Granted, 

Mulan did not bring in the revenue of a 

traditional box office release, but it was better 

than nothing. Following Mulan’s release, 

Disney announced they would release Pixar’s 

new film, Soul, on Disney+ for no extra charge. 

All of this caught the attention of Warner Bros., 

who quickly jumped on the opportunity and 

announced Wonder Woman 1984 would be 

released on Christmas Day both in theatres and 

on HBO Max. The decision that made real 

news, however, was that Warner Bros. decided 

As the pandemic rages on, the film industry 

continues to adjust to stay afloat in the midst of 

industry-wide shutdowns. Many larger films in 

2020 were released on streaming platforms, 

including Trial of the Chicago 7, Sound of Metal, 

Mank, One Night in Miami, Soul, and Da 5 

Bloods. This heightened interest in streaming 

caught the attention of one particular studio, 

Warner Bros. 

    In 2020, Warner Bros. released multiple films, 

the biggest one being Christopher Nolan’s 

Tenet.  While the studio did release it over the 

summer, they still have multiple unreleased 

films that were delayed to 2021 or later. The 

reality is that the pandemic is causing real

Pocketnow
With the success of the Wonder Woman 1984 premiere, Warner Bros. decided to release its entire 2021 slate of seventeen films using the 
same release structure

by Ian Clark



to release its entire 2021 slate of seventeen films 

using the same release structure.

     To say this news shook the film industry 

would be an understatement. Many, including 

people in the industry themselves, believed that 

this decision was wrong. Dune director Denis 

Villeneuve spoke out against Warner Bros. and 

their parent company AT&T for their decision, 

revealing that he, and the other sixteen 

filmmakers, were not notified of this decision. 

     “There is absolutely no love for cinema, nor 

for the audience here. It is all about the survival 

of a telecom mammoth,” Villeneuve said. 

     EBHS senior Jade Enna agreed that this was 

the wrong decision. “It’s crazy how the film 

industry has had to change because of the 

pandemic just as much as we have,” Enna said. 

She also questioned if this may mean we are 

“losing the original way to watch films to these 

companies,” a question most certainly on 

everyone’s mind now. 

     Another senior, Jessie Lieberman, saw a bit 

of the appeal in the decision, telling The Clarion 

that it “sounds good on paper, and is beneficial 

to people who want to see these movies…but it 

could be severely detrimental to the theater and 

film industries in the long run.” 

     From the directors all the way down to the 

traditional film viewers, Warner Bros.’ 

statement made an impact on everyone. This 

decision, although giving temporary joy with 

the release of these anticipated movies, could 

mark the beginning of the end of attending 

movie theatres as we know it.
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The Masked Dancer premiered on December 27. 

The episode was appropriately named 

“Everybody Mask Now!”, and watching it was a 

ball. Hosted by comedy writer and actor Craig 

Robinson, the show is a spin-off of the 

Emmy-nominated reality competition show, 

The Masked Singer.

    

                                      

    

The Masked 
Dancer Premiere

The Wrap
A few costumes used on the show to hide the dancers’ true 
identity until the grand reveal

Each celebrity contestant has a video package 

filled with clues. After performing a dance 

routine, the judging panel then tries to put the 

clues together and guess who the celebrity is in 

each episode. The panel includes actress Ashley 

Tisdale, iconic dancer and choreographer Paula 

Abdul, comedian Dr. Ken Jeong, and actor 

Ryan Austin Green. 

     The first episode displayed the dancing skills 

of celebrities gone incognito, with costumes 

and nicknames like Hammerhead Shark, Tulip, 

The Cricket, The Disco Ball, and The Exotic 

Bird. The second episode showcased the moves                                           

of the Zebra, Cotton Candy, Moth, Ice Cube, 

and Sloth.

by  Sarah Wilk

__________________________________________



     What makes The Masked Dancer so popular 

is how viewers can play along with the panel by 

guessing who the celebrities are. Watching the 

show is an excellent escape from reality. EBHS 

senior Abigail Lam, a fan of the original series, 

said she “really enjoyed how they kept specific 

aspects of The Masked Singer and how 

audiences could join in the guessing.”  
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by  Kristen Lee

Less than five months after releasing her album 

Folklore, American singer Taylor Swift 

surprised fans with yet another album of soft 

indie tracks. On December 11, Swift released her 

ninth studio album, Evermore. It followed its 

companion album, Folklore, that featured the 

popular song “cardigan,” which was nominated 

for numerous Grammy awards, including Best 

Pop Solo Performance and Song of the Year. 

This new album proved to be even more 

successful than its predecessor, with Evermore 

topping the Billboard 200 Albums Chart, 

making Swift the first female musician to have 

two no. 1 albums in the same year.

     Weaving together a story, Swift opened the 

album with “willow.” The first track, released as 

a single and a music video, continued the theme 

of the “cardigan” music video from her previous 

album. In “cardigan,” Swift sings, “I knew you / 

Tried to change the ending / Peter losing 

Wendy,” alluding to the tragic love story of 

Tinkerbell and Peter Pan. In the “willow” music 

video Swift portrayed herself as Tinkerbell in a 

glass box, unable to chase after Peter. With 

Evermore‘s distinctive storytelling qualities, 

Swift expanded her new unique indie folk style 

Hollywood Life
The Tulip is a fan favorite and wows the judges each time with 
her complex dance routines_________________________________________

  Lillian Love, a junior at EBHS who just started 

watching the show, said, “I love to guess who 

each character is along with the judges. I watch 

the show with my mom and we both think the 

Tulip is Mackenzie Ziegler, but we will have to 

wait for the grand reveal to find out.”

     During quarantine, the show provides a 

distraction and something to look forward to 

the rest of the week. With such dark times, The 

Masked Dancer has been great at lifting spirits 

and providing entertainment.



with arrangements of string instruments, 

smooth pianos, and a soft yet passionate 

echoing voice exuding feelings of freedom and 

wisdom.

     To EBHS sophomore Diya Shah, a Swift fan, 

the mood of the album couldn’t have come at a 

better time. “The instrumentals and overall 

atmosphere of the new album left me feeling 

content and happy,” Shah said.

       

some. Especially when looking back at Swift’s 

old albums such as Red, which included 

fast-paced songs such as “I Knew You Were 

Trouble” and “22”, Evermore paints a stark 

contrast to her prior styles of music. 

     Although the opinions of Swift’s new album 

were conflicting, most agree on Swift’s ability to 

devise complex lyrics and talent in producing 

not just one but two award-winning albums 

during a pandemic. In her song “champagne 

problems”, a track on which she collaborated 

with boyfriend Joe Alwyn, Swift sings, “Your 

Midas touch on the Chevy door / November 

flush and your flannel cure.” Swift’s use of 

poetry and incorporation of the mythological 

universe with the mention of King Midas’ gold 

touch in her music not only adds to the 

meaning of the song, but also the depth of her 

lyricism. With the comfort that Swift’s album 

Evermore brought to fans, the album acts as a 

testament to her talent in carefree lyrics and 

creative flow, as well as a beacon of hope in the 

darkest of times of a pandemic.

__________________________________________
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     However, despite the praises Swift received 

for her poetic lyrics and symbolism, many also 

felt that the album was dull and slow, with most 

songs exceeding four minutes long. Chahel 

Katoch, a sophomore at EBHS and an avid 

listener to Swift’s older music said that “each 

song sounds like every other Swift sound” and 

was “nothing new and slow paced.”

     The album avoids dynamic tempo shifts and 

key changes that many songwriters utilize to 

hold the listener's attention, and with only four 

tracks exceeding 120 beats per minute, it is 

understandable why the songs felt drawn-out to  __________________________________________

PopSugar
Swift references Tinkerbell in her whimsically themed music 
video of the album’s opening track, “willow”

   People
Swift with her significant other Joe Alwyn, with whom she 
worked in writing her song “champagne problems”
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John Mulaney may be well-known for his 

comedy specials The Top Part, New in Town, 

The Comeback Kid, and Kid Gorgeous, which 

won a Primetime Emmy for Outstanding 

Writing for a Variety Special, but he is a 

quadruple threat. Mulaney is not only a 

stand-up comedian but also a producer, actor,  

and writer, who wrote for the sketch-comedy 

show Saturday Night Live for four seasons. 

While Mulaney has had much success in the 

entertainment industry, in his early life he 

struggled with addiction. 

financial stress or any one of the social 

injustices laid bare during the pandemic – 

mental health issues must be addressed."

     Mulaney fell victim to this side effect of 

quarantine. His addictions to alcohol and 

cocaine quickly took hold of his life once 

again, and in late 2020, he had to check into a 

local rehab in order to regain control of it. 

Mulaney's courageous decision to check 

himself into rehab was no surprise to friends, 

family, and fans. His battle with cocaine and 

alcohol addiction was rather public, and his 

decision to seek help set an exceptional 

example to all others with addiction during 

the pandemic. 

     Dominic Villalona, EBHS junior and 

self-proclaimed lifelong John Mulaney 

Fanboy, said, “It is sad to see this pandemic 

affect so many people, not just physically but 

mentally. John Mulaney is definitely my 

favorite comedian, his talent and charisma are 

vital in these hard times, and my prayers go 

out to him. I hope that Mulaney and other 

people who have addictions can overcome 

their hardships.”

     Mulaney wasn't the only one in need of 

help. In this day and age, mental health issues 

are becoming increasingly widespread. 

Therapy and medications are infinitely better 

alternatives to cure depression than turning to 

the alternative of illegal, addictive substances. 

Unlike many celebrities, Mulaney has 

displayed his strength and maturity in these 

trying times, something that should be 

applauded and not shunned. 

________________________________________

   Mulaney first started drinking at the age of 

twelve in order to garner attention from his 

peers and enhance his comedic skills. He quit 

cold turkey in 2005. However, when the 

pandemic hit, he relapsed. 

     "One of the unfortunate side effects of the 

pandemic has been the titanic size rise in 

mental health problems across the United 

States and the world,” said Mayor Brad 

Cohen, a physician. “Whether it is from the 

illness itself, death, chronic long hauler health 

effects, isolation, lack of human interaction, 

TW:  addictionby William Anil and Shaheer Saud

JOHN MULANEY:
The Comeback Kid

Netflix
Mulaney delivers a joke in his special, “The Comeback Kid”
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For Vidhi Madan, a junior at EBHS,  it was 

never a question of if she was going to do 

something, but how. Seeing girls walk miles to 

get to their classrooms in India and Uganda 

after her cousin had posted pictures, she felt 

powerless an ocean away. It was in that 

moment, Madan said, that she realized she 

couldn’t stand by and watch.

     As poverty, crime, riots, and dissent batter 

nations around the globe, it’s easy to feel 

powerless in East Brunswick suburbia. 

However, it is within the power of anyone to 

be the change, no matter the distance. All you 

need is the willingness to help others and the 

dedication to succeed. Madan is proof of it.

  When Madan saw girls in Uganda struggling 

to get an education, she couldn’t be silent. 

They did not have the necessary school 

supplies, she said, and had to walk miles to the 

   

How EBHS junior Vidhi Madan is changing girls’ lives an ocean away
“Her Life Matters Too”

______________________________________________________________________________________

by Shreya Rajeswaran

nearest classroom or sacrifice their schooling 

to become child brides. The uphill battle the 

Ugandan girls faced moved Madan, inspiring 

her to help in any way she could. 

   “Education for girls in Uganda is frowned 

upon. They want girls to be wives, to be 

mothers at young ages, when these girls 

should really be focusing on themselves and 

their own futures,” Madan said. “If it comes 

down to whether a girl or boy would go to 

school in a family, it would definitely be the 

boy.”

    Madan reached out to Hope Nankunda, the 

Regional Coordinator of Raising Teenagers 

Uganda, to see how she could get involved. 

With Ms. Nankunda’s support, she started her 

own non-profit organization in August 2019 

called Her Life Matters Too, which raised 

funds to help girls in Uganda and around the 

Vidhi Madan
Madan with the students from her latest project, Project Uganda



girls smile. It’s a reminder to them that they 

have so much more to live for than they think 

they do, and gives them a sense of hope.”

by  Kelly Tang and Julianna Moises

Typically taken in October, the PSAT was 

rescheduled to January 26, 2021, and EBHS 

closely followed COVID-19 and College Board 

protocols. Unlike previous PSAT testing, this 

year the test is prioritizing juniors and seniors 

who still require it for graduation. 

   

 
     Although a significantly lower amount of 

students signed up for the PSAT, the capacity in 

each testing room was reduced. Depending on 

how many juniors and seniors committed to 

taking the test, spots could have been open to

_________________________________________
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world.

   As the organization grew, Madan began 

organizing projects to tackle specific 

problems, including Project Female Hygiene, 

which raised money for sanitary products, and 

Project Masks, which provided masks to 

people who needed it during the coronavirus 

pandemic. Eventually, Her Life Matters Too 

partnered with HUM Foundation in India to 

extend their services to more communities 

that needed help.

“They’re inspired to do things 

that they’ve been told their 

whole life that they can’t”

 

 Siya Kamat, a junior at EBHS and co-Vice 

President of Her Life Matters Too, shared that 

while making a difference in the world from 

home can seem challenging, it is always 

possible to make a difference.

     “Sometimes you feel like you’re so far 

away, you don’t get to really have an impact. 

But by doing these small little projects and 

sharing the money that comes in, we can 

provide the children with stuff that they don’t 

have,” Kamat said. “They’re inspired to do 

things that they’ve been told their whole life 

that they can’t.”

    Madan agreed, saying that her favorite part 

about helping was “the chance to see these 

 Siya Kamat, co-VP of Her Life Matter Too

To support the Her Life Matters Too, check out 

herlifematterstoo.com or @herlifematterstoo on 

Instagram to donate.

Lawton Constitution
Students taking the PSAT were spaced at desks 6 feet apart in 
accordance to federal safety guidelines



_________________________________________
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sophomores.  Students were screened by 

temperatures and questionnaires before 

entering the building to ensure they were safe to 

test. 

     This year is particularly important for juniors 

because they could possibly be eligible for a 

merit scholarship. Krya Thomas, an EBHS 

junior, said she used “practice tests from last 

year” to prepare for the exam.

     EBHS junior Julia Bognar did the same,  

prepping for the SAT at home with Khan 

Academy, a commonly used website for test 

prep and practice questions. However, Bognar 

said, test-date cancellations have made 

preparation a more ongoing, difficult process to 

endure. 

     “It starts to get frustrating when you study 

for a test date and then they close the test center 

down due to COVID,” Bognar said. “You’ve just 

studied a lot and now it’s pushed back. It is 

understandable why a center might close, but 

after a few times you have to keep studying and 

refreshing for the new date.”

     Administration at EBHS is the safety of 

students seriously. According to the latest letter 

from EBHS principal Dr. Vinella to the EBHS 

community, posted on January 22 to ebnet.org,       

“COVID protocols will take place and all testing 

students must wear a mask.” Even though 

conditions to take the PSAT have become more 

strict compared to previous years, it is no doubt 

that testing day was as smooth and successful as 

in the past.

by Amanda Sun

As 2021 begins with no end to the pandemic in 

sight, it may be harder to achieve the common 

New Year’s resolution of staying fit and 

healthy. Motivation to exercise can run low 

without gym equipment and machines readily 

available. However, being active is vital to 

maintaining good health, especially during 

this time. 

     Running or walking outside is a safe way to 

get cardiovascular exercise. Andrew Shih, an 

EBHS sophomore with a newly developed 

passion for running, explained that “even just 

a few miles a day can make a big difference.” 

Along with the benefits of exercising your 

whole body, getting fresh air and sunlight is a 

welcome relief from sitting inside in front of a 

computer all day.  

    

Safe Ways to Stay 
Fit in the New Year

RunSociety
Running at local parks or quiet side-streets is a great way to 
stay healthy and get some fresh air



Mahomes, tight end Travis Kelce, and wide 

receiver Tyreek Hill, the Chiefs are known for 

their explosive offense, which displays a great 

deal of speed and starpower. Unfortunately, 

Patrick Mahomes suffered a pinched nerve 

against the Cleveland Browns, in the AFC 

divisional round. Since Mahomes’ availability 

is unclear right now, the defending champs' 

hopes of repeating are in danger.

    Below the Chiefs, the number two seed is 

the Buffalo Bills. After a crushing playoff 

defeat to the Houston Texans in the 2019 

season, the Bills have bounced back to finish 

13-3 in the regular season. The Bills’ offense is 

highlighted by their quarterback-receiver duo, 

Josh Allen and Stefon Diggs. Both of them 

were among the best in their position this 

season, carrying the Bills to the top of the 

league in total offensive production. In 

addition to their strong offense, the Bills are 

also elite on defense. Led by their stars 

Tre'davious White, Micah Hyde, and 

Trumaine Edmonds, the Bills have proved 

that they are capable on both ends of the ball. 

     After defeating the Baltimore Ravens in 
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     If outdoor space is not available, another 

trend in quarantine fitness has been at-home 

workout videos. Fitness YouTubers like Chloe 

Ting and Pamela Reif quickly rose to 

popularity at the beginning of 2020 with their 

exercise videos. According to Elle Magazine, 

Ting amassed almost 300 million views on her 

ab workout challenge alone. Along with ab 

workouts, YouTube contains many other 

exercise videos including cardio, strength, and 

HIIT, perfect for working out in the safety of 

your own home. EBHS sophomore Avery 

Chen said a major draw for the videos is that 

“even if the weather is bad outside, you can 

still exercise.” 

  While it’s unknown when the return to gyms 

and normal activities will occur, it’s important 

that exercise remains a part of daily life. 

  

Sky Sports
Quarterback Tom Brady and Patrick Mahomes set to duel in 
Super Bowl LV________________________________________

The Road to Glory
by Steven Chase and Raul Martinez 

Now that the NFL regular season has ended, 

fans have their sights on the playoffs. As teams 

battle it off to get the ultimate goal, the Vince 

Lombardi Trophy, we break down which 

teams have a chance to win it all, pull off an 

upset, and get the boot in the first round.

    Starting off with the AFC, the team to beat 

is the Kansas City Chiefs. Led by star 

quarterback Patrick Mahomes, the defending 

champion Chiefs are looking to cap off their 

phenomenal 15-1 season, which earned them a 

bye for the wild card round. Highlighted by

  



Life After the BubblE

2020 was a very difficult year for everyone, and 

it was no different for NBA players and 

executives. No more than 72 days after the Los 

Angeles Lakers won the NBA championship 

inside the Bubble, the 2020-2021 NBA season 

began, and those teams that did not make the 

playoffs last season had not played in nearly 

nine months.
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the Divisional Round, the Bills fell short 

against the Chiefs in the Conference 

Championship. The future is bright for 

Buffalo, and the Bills Mafia have a lot to look 

forward to.

     Other teams also had a disappointing end 

to their playoff season. After another short 

playoff run, the New Orleans Saints have 

questions next year as their Hall of Fame 

quarterback, Drew Brees, considers retirement 

and many of their players will enter free 

agency in 2021. Another powerhouse that did 

not advance were the Seattle Seahawks, as 

they couldn't find answers against the Rams’ 

defense in the wild-card round. Despite the 

Rams’ strong defense, they were not able to 

contain the unstoppable Green Bay Packers 

offense during the divisional round. After the 

Packers’ dominant win, Luke Mosseri, a 

devoted Dallas Cowboys fan and an EBHS 

football player, admitted that the Packers 

looked too good. "That Packers have playoff 

experience and, with experience, they'll be 

able to advance to the Super Bowl,” Mosseri 

said. The NFC teams that fell short will look 

to improve their team during the offseason 

and try again next year.

NFL

Super Bowl LV will air 6:30 PM on Sunday, February 7th on CBS ________________________________________

The Guardian
James Harden looks to build chemistry with his new 
teammates on the Brooklyn Nets
________________________________________
     The disparity in playing times will create 

interesting scenarios throughout the season. 

Some teams that played deep into the playoffs 

may choose to sit their players for 

back-to-back games, while teams that did not 

make the playoffs with younger players may 

have to condition before playing well together. 

     There have been some major changes for 

this season. Despite the success of the NBA 

Bubble with no positive COVID-19 cases, 

league officials decided not to have another 

Bubble for this season. Teams will travel to 

other arenas and play against one another for 

multiple games in a row.  In addition, players 

by Jarod Struminger



have to take daily COVID tests, and the season 

will be 72 games instead of 82. 

     That being said, Daniel Mahler, a junior 

and avid basketball fan, said, “I think the NBA 

has done a very good job handling the 

coronavirus; there are some things that 

nobody can control, but I think they have 

done the best of their ability.” 
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with the team, I had way more optimism. I’m 

still worried this trade will end up a disaster 

like the Celtics trade, but Harden is not a 

player you can pass on.”

  The trade Grant is referring to is the 

infamous Nets-Celtics trade of 2013. The 

Celtics were looking to dump expiring 

contracts and sent aging all-stars Paul Pierce 

and Kevin Garnett to the Nets in exchange for 

four first-round picks.  This trade is known as 

one of the worst in history, as the Nets 

received two players that didn’t last more than 

a calendar year on their team and traded away  

their future. 

     However, James Harden is different. At 31 

years old, Harden is in the prime of his career 

and is teaming up with two other talented 

players in Kyrie Irving and Kevin Durant. 

Together, they will try and bring an NBA 

championship back to Brooklyn.
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Clutch Points
Brooklyn Nets players Kyrie Irving, James Harden, and Kevin 
Durant

    One of the biggest revelations of this season 

was the drama surrounding James Harden. 

Over the past eight seasons with the Houston 

Rockets, Harden has won MVP, led his team 

to the playoffs every year, and has averaged 30 

points per game, according to Basketball 

Reference. 

    His outspoken frustration with the Houston 

Rockets and desire to win a NBA 

championship led Harden to demand a trade. 

After lengthy discussions, the Rockets agreed 

to trade James Harden to the Brooklyn Nets, 

with the Nets sending four first-round picks to 

Houston and a few role players for Harden.

   Junior and Nets fan Grant Reiter said, “At 

first, I hated the trade, but after watching 

Harden drop a triple-double in his first game 

_________________________________________
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