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A Nail-Biting Race to 270: The 2020 Election

On November 7, after days of anxious waiting 

and nail-biting anticipation, Democratic 

candidate Joe Biden was declared to be the 46th 

president of the United States, defeating 

incumbent President Donald Trump.

    Consistent with  a precedent-shattering 2020, 

this year’s United States presidential election 

gave rise to many remarkable firsts. It marked 

the first time since 1992 that the incumbent 

president did not get re-elected for a second 

term. Senator Kamala Harris, Joe Biden’s 

running mate, will become the first female, 

African-American, and Asian-American

by Dhihita Nishanth

vice president in U.S. history. And of course, 

this was the first presidential election in over 

a century to be held amidst a global 

pandemic.

    Due to these unique circumstances, the 

2020 election featured a mixture of in-person 

and mail-in voting, a subject of hot debate. 

Sophomore Isabella Cheng, an avid follower 

of politics, was concerned about how the 

pandemic would impact the voting process.

  “People might be deterred from voting 

because of COVID,” Cheng said prior to the 

election. “The pandemic might make the 

BBC
Vice President Joe Biden, incumbent President Donald Trump, and the suspense-filled 2020 presidential election

continued on page 3
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From the Editors-in-Chief:
It’s the end of November, which means it’s 

time to think about what we’re grateful for 

and reflect on, well, whatever this year has 

been. Most years have felt like car rides 

with a few bumps in the road, but 2020 was 

more like a train that went completely off 

the rails. We don’t know what the future 

holds, but we can appreciate what we have 

today: the technology to keep in touch 

with our loved ones, learn from our own 

homes, and (most importantly) give you 

the school paper, even though it looks a bit 

different than it did in years past. 

Autumn isn’t over yet, so layer as many 

sweaters as possible, enjoy a pumpkin spice 

latte, and listen to the leaves crunching.  In 

times like these, anything that gives us a 

sense of normalcy, basic or not, is a 

welcome light. You might be a sophomore 

who still doesn’t know what EBHS really 

looks like, a junior going through their 

hardest year of high school online, a senior 

trying to figure out what a college campus 

looks like from a virtual tour, or a student 

simply struggling all the same. Whatever 

situation you’re in, we know 2020 has put 

you through a lot—but we hope you still 

have a lot to be thankful for. 

Happy Thanksgiving!

- Carley and Julia
Visual by Austin Yang
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voting process slower.”

     Cheng was right about a slower voting 

process. Election night transformed into 

election week due to the extra time required to 

count mail-in and absentee ballots. However, 

voter turnout actually skyrocketed.

     Boosted by the pandemic, citizens flocked to 

the polls in record numbers. Currently, 79 

million votes have been cast for President-elect 

Biden and 73 million have been cast for 

President Trump,  both of them surpassing 

President Barack Obama’s previous record of 

69.5 million.

     In the early stages of election night, many 

states seemed to follow the trends of previous 

elections. Biden led in blue states like 

California, New York, and New Jersey, while 

Trump was ahead in red states like Indiana. 

This year, it was the battleground states that 

President Trump had won in 2016 that were 

crucial for him to win a second term. In 2016, 

when Hillary Clinton ran against Donald 

Trump, one of the key reasons she fell short in 

the Electoral College was because of her loss of 

the “blue wall,” a group of Democratic-leaning 

states that included Wisconsin, Michigan, and 

Pennsylvania—all battleground states in this 

election.

     For four days, poll workers counted absentee 

and mail-in ballots, extending an already 

stressful election and leaving people across the 

country glued to news channels in suspense.

      “It was pretty awful waiting for the results, 

since this election was such a close one, where 

every electoral vote mattered,” said Tanishka 

Somani, a sophomore at EBHS.

     

The New York Times
Poll workers preparing mail-in ballots for tabulation in Michigan

    Prior to election day, President Trump 

denounced mail-in voting, instead 

encouraging his supporters to vote in-person 

at the polls. This was reflected in a “red 

mirage” in early results,  with Trump leading 

in many key states. However, this meant that 

as mail-in ballots came in in the days after 

November 3, the majority were for Biden, and 

Trump’s lead in states like Michigan and 

Wisconsin narrowed.

     At long last, the wait for a president-elect 

came to an end on November 7, when major 

networks called Pennsylvania for Biden, 

putting him past the 270 electoral vote 

threshold required to become president. 

     Still, the election is not over. On 

November 5, President Trump made a series 

of controversial remarks at the White House 

about voter fraud that justified further 

investigation. Since then, the Trump 

campaign has filed lawsuits in Pennsylvania, 

Michigan, Georgia, and Nevada contesting 

the election results, and President Trump has 

yet to publicly concede. Either way, both 

Democrats and Republicans alike are hoping 

for a less-divided nation come Inauguration 

Day on January 20.

________________________________________
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Your COVID-19 
Update: Could 
a Third Wave 
be Conquered 
by Pfizer?
by Amanda Sun

After a steady decline from the second 

COVID-19 wave in July, COVID-19 cases in the 

USA have begun to rise once again. On October 

23, the nation witnessed a new record of 83,757 

new daily cases, a figure that, less than two 

weeks later on November 5, climbed to 132,797 

cases.  According to The Washington Post, the 

first wave peaked in April with about 34,000 new 

cases per day. The second? July at roughly 

76,500 new cases per day.  November 14 alone 

saw more than 167,000 new cases.    

     Public officials have considered this the 

start of the third wave of the pandemic and 

are concerned for this upcoming winter, with 

worries that indoor gatherings during 

Thanksgiving and other holidays will 

drastically increase the rate of infection. 

UW-Madison Population and Health Sciences 

Professor Ajay Sethi told ABC that a 

pre-Thanksgiving quarantine would have had 

to begin on November 13 to create a safe 

bubble. 

     Hospitalization numbers have also risen 

sharply. Currently, more than 59,000 people 

are battling the virus in hospital care. As of       

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital     

Katelyn Evans, 16, receiving a shot as a part of a trial testing of 
Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine for minors
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November 9, 45 states had a higher average 

number of COVID-19 inpatients than the 

previous week. And as the U.S. enters flu 

season, experts believe cases of both viruses 

could overwhelm hospitals even more. 

     As a result, public health officials are urging 

the public to adhere to social distancing 

protocols and to get a flu shot, a vaccination 

that is 40-60 percent effective at preventing 

influenza strains each year. 

     Sophomore Kaylin Chung agreed, saying, 

“Everyone can help in some way.” This year, 

CVS stated they have already administered 

more flu shots across the nation than over the 

entirety of last year’s flu season.

     However, a potential vaccine for the virus 

was announced on November 9 by Pfizer, a 

biopharmaceutical company, showing 

significant promise in early-stage clinical trials. 

According to Pfizer, their vaccine was 90 

percent effective. Further trials and data need to 

be analyzed before the vaccine is made available 

to the general public, but Pfizer estimated it will 

be able to produce 50 million doses this year.

      

     



close to infested areas—mainly along the 

Northwest Coast—to avoid nests for their own 

safety. 

 Murder hornets also pose a threat to the 

ecoystems they invade. With no natural 

predator, murder hornets can reproduce 

rapidly, growing their population and 

expanding to new habitats. They also kill 

honeybees, an insect that many farmers 

depend on to pollinate crops. Their attack 

begins with a worker hornet marking a 

honeybee nest with a pheromone. Then, a 

swarm of followers infiltrates the colony. With 

their strong jaws, murder hornets can kill the 

adult honeybees quickly. The killers then 

leave their predators’ carcasses in massive 

heaps, bringing the bodies to their larvae for 

food. 

     

     
      

Scientific American
Asian giant hornets raiding a honeybee hive in Nagano, Japan

Although the death of honeybees may seem 

like a minute issue, to sophomore and Science 

Olympiad member Allison Yang, it is 

necessary that we do something “before it’s 

too late, because once a species is extinct, we 

can’t get it back again.” Plummeting honeybee 

populations might mean vast losses in 

agriculture and produce, which could also 

_________________________________________

     Meanwhile, experts advise people to heed 

public health advice. That means staying 

socially distanced, handwashing, and 

wearing a mask, suggestions that EB 

sophomore and Science Olympiad member 

Megan Tseng said are “essential if we want 

to return to normal.”
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Murder Hornets Make 

Their Way to the United 

States
by Karis Mao and Olivia Woodard

If COVID-19 didn’t cause enough chaos this 

year, there’s another threat to public health 

that Americans are starting to worry about: 

the murder hornet. First spotted in December 

2019 in Washington State, this flying insect 

species, also known as the Asian giant hornet,  

poses a major threat to both people and the 

environment. For many, like sophomore Julie 

Kim, the thought of murder hornets is adding 

more stress to an already hectic year. She 

worries about them “since their venom is 

really poisonous.” 

     While it is relatively rare, the sting of the 

murder hornet has killed people. In 2013, the 

insect took the lives of over 40 people and 

injured more than 1,600 others in Shaanxi, 

China. As a murder hornet’s venom is 

injected, its victim can suffer organ failure and 

be sent into anaphylactic shock, causing red 

blood cell damage. Survivors of stings may 

also suffer lasting heart and liver 

inflammation. Experts warn people located 



have serious economic consequences. 

     In Washington, local entomologists have 

been racing to find and eradicate murder 

hornet nests in their state to keep the insect’s 

population in check. Together with 

researchers from the USDA, scientists 

radio-tagged numerous hornets. Eventually, 

they were led to a deceased tree and vacuumed 

out 85 hornets, trapping 13 for further 

research. While it is unclear whether or not 

the radio-tagging method will work on a 

larger scale, it is a reasonable solution for the 

short-term.

On October 26, Justice Amy Coney Barrett was 

sworn into the Supreme Court after a speedy 

confirmation in the Senate, giving 

conservatives a 6-3 majority—the most 

conservative Supreme Court in 70 years. 

     This shift in power could have major 

implications in future election-related court 

cases, having already made waves in 

Wisconsin prior to Election Day.

     While Wisconsin Democrats supported 

the reinstatement of a federal court order 

that would extend the deadline for receiving 

mail-in ballots to six days after Election Day, 

the Supreme Court voted 5-3 against the 

extension, aligning with Republican views 

that the rules shouldn’t be changed so close 

to an election. 
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Could Election Results 
Rest on Justice 
Barrett’s Shoulders?
by Isaac Gampel

     The Court did, however, extend deadlines in 

Pennsylvania and North Carolina. 

      “I understand that people believe that the 

laws need to be upheld so close to an election,” 

said junior Caroline Egerman, “but it does not 

seem right that they would choose to change 

the deadline for one state but not the other.”

     Junior Kamala Karuppiah also noted that 

the “unique circumstances” of voting during a 

pandemic justified an extension,  saying that it 

would have “given more people the opportunity 

to participate.”

     Once the election got underway, President 

Trump made contentious statements about 

election fraud and said that he would go to the 

Supreme Court to intervene. While so far, most 

of the lawsuits filed by the Trump campaign 

have been dismissed by lower courts, Supreme 

Court Justice Samuel Alito did order that late 

mail-in ballots in Pennsylvania be segregated. 

However,  legal experts say that even if 

litigation reaches the conservative high court, 

election results, which project 290 electoral 

votes for President-Elect Biden, are unlikely to 

change.

Wall Street Journal
With the addition of Justice Barrett, the Supreme Court has a 6-3 
conservative majority__________________________________________
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On November 3, all eyes were on the Electoral 

College map, watching the country light up red 

and blue. By the morning of November 7, it 

came down to a handful of battleground states 

still counting mail-in ballots to determine the 

46th President, and Americans were holding 

their breath. But should it be that way?

     Every four years, a president is elected in 

the United States through an Electoral 

College, a group of people who gather for the 

sole purpose of electing a President and a 

Vice President. Established by the U.S. 

Constitution, the Electoral College’s purpose 

is to check and balance the popular vote in 

presidential elections. However, there have 

been 58 elections since the Constitution was 

ratified in 1787, and times have changed.

     The Electoral College is a group of 538 

electors appointed to represent their state. 

Highly-populated states are represented by 

more electors, while states with small 

populations are represented by fewer. During a 

presidential election, the candidate who wins at 

least 270 electoral votes is declared victorious. 

Usually, electors vote in agreement with the 

popular vote. However, there have been five 

instances in which presidential candidates have 

won the popular vote but lost in the Electoral 

College, showing how the system is the ultimate 

factor that determines the next president. 

President Donald Trump became the fifth 

president in history to lose the popular vote and 

win the presidency, bringing the question of 

whether the Electoral College is truly fair to the 

forefront of conversations for the 2020 election.

     Some Americans believe the Electoral 

College is undemocratic. While there are more 

than 150 million Americans eligible to vote in 

elections, only 538 electors’ votes actually 

“matter.” The Electoral College, critics argue, 

ignores the wishes of the people. This is because 

the system’s winner-takes-all approach      

                                                                                      

     

Would Americans Rather Kiss the Electoral 

College Goodbye?

by Ben Yu

________________________________________________________________________________________
 Business Insider

The 2016 versus the 2020 Electoral College Map



disregards the losing candidates’ votes in each 

state.

  In the 2016 presidential election, Democratic 

candidate Hillary Clinton won 2.1 percent 

more of the popular vote than President 

Trump. However, Trump’s 74 electoral votes 

over Clinton won him the presidency. To 

senior IPLE member Yoshna Rajendran, it 

proved that while the Electoral College works, 

it can also be problematic.

     “The Electoral College system is a little 

outdated since people have more access to 

information now,” Rajendran said. “And I 

don’t agree that a presidential candidate can 

win all of a state’s electoral votes when the 

margin of votes between each candidate is 

slim.”

     Undoubtedly, the Founding Fathers did not 

foresee the technological advances that are 

present today. A major concern of the Founding 

Fathers was the need to safeguard the election 

against misinformed or uneducated voters in 

elections. Yet today, technology provides voters 

access to more than enough election 

information.

     While there are numerous flaws with the 

Electoral College, others believe the system’s

positives outweigh its negatives. To sophomore 

Aryan Rathnam, the Electoral College has its 

benefits.

     “The Electoral College was built principally 

for fair representation of the states to decide a 

president,” Rathnam said. Essentially, the 

Electoral College ensures that candidates build 

campaigns that serve the entire country’s needs. 

If elections were exclusively determined by the 

popular vote, candidates would primarily focus 

their campaigns in heavily-populated urban 

areas, rather than less-populated rural areas. 

Fortunately, the Electoral College prevents this. 

Candidates are not able to win by earning votes 

in select regions. In theory, elected presidents 

serve the entirety of the nation.

     Supporters of the system also argue that it 

guarantees certainty in an election. The 

Electoral College makes it impossible for 

demands for run-off elections to be satisfied. 

Additionally, the system gives more credibility 

to the victorious candidate. In 2012, President 

Obama won 51.3 percent of the popular vote, 

but 61.7 percent of the electoral votes, which 

reinforced the validity of Obama’s victory.
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FiveThirtyEight
61 percent of Americans support amending the Constitution to 
eliminate the electoral college, Pew Research Center  says
__________________________________________

 Ultimately, it is incredibly difficult to declare 

either side of the argument correct. The Electoral 

College has its benefits and flaws. However, with 

61 percent of Americans, a ten-year high, who 

want the Electoral College to be abolished, a 

Gallup poll found, more people than ever would 

rather abolish it. And with an ongoing effort by 

popular vote supporters to get states to sign the 

National Popular Vote Interstate



Compact, it could be closer than we think to 

becoming a reality. As part of the agreement, 

states involved would declare the winner of 

the national popular vote the winner of their 

state. The compact would take effect once it 

has been passed by enough states to control 

270 electoral votes. So far, the 16 states to sign, 

including the District of Columbia, represent 

196, according to Forbes. However, abolishing 

the Electoral College permanently would 

require the support of 75 percent of states and 

a two-thirds majority vote in the House and 

Senate.
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THE FUTURE OF 
COURT PACKING
by Gabriel Ospina and William Anil

Newly appointed Supreme Court Justice Amy 

Coney Barrett’s right-leaning ideas had sparked 

outrage among prominent Democrats in 

Congress in the weeks leading up to the 2020 

presidential election. No matter the results, a 

conservative-leaning court has ensured a 

lasting legacy for President Trump. 

     With Barrett’s nomination confirmed and 

President-Elect Biden’s now projected 290 

electoral votes, court packing is not out of the 

question. According to The New York Times, 

Congresswoman Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez 

believed that in the event of a Democratic win 

after the election, court packing should be 

considered by a Biden administration. Such a 

decision could break a nine-judge precedent 

that has been set since 1869. For the Right 

Wing Students, an official club of 

EBHS, it could leave Republicans at a 

disadvantage for the next four years.

     “Though it’s not unconstitutional, our 

opinion on court packing is that it’s still 

unethical, and it shows the Democrats’ 

desperation for power. We want people to play 

fairly to not add more justices past the current 

amount being nine. If [Democrats] start 

packing the Court, the courts will become more 

partisan than [they already are],” said the Right 

Wing Students in a recent statement.

     While the term “court packing” generally 

involves expanding the number of justices in 

the Supreme Court, David Knoll, a professor 

from Rutgers Law School, described it as “any 

effort to manipulate the Court's membership for 

partisan ends.” Court packing is not a new 

     

                                                                                                            

concept—it has been around since the 

beginnings of United States history. After John 

Adams lost the election of 1800 to 

Democratic-Republican Thomas Jefferson, he 

appointed the “Midnight Judges” to the 

Supreme Court. A century later, although he 

was thoroughly shot down by Congress, a 

frustrated FDR tried to increase the number of 

justices to 15. President Trump's newly 

appointed justice has Americans wondering if a 

  The Associated Press

Amy Coney Barrett with President Trump after being sworn in __________________________________________



Biden administration would do the same.

    If after recounts it is confirmed that 

President Donald Trump has lost to current 

President-elect Joe Biden, court packing 

could very well become a reality. President 

Trump would be leaving the Republican 

Party with far more influence in the Court 

than when he began his term in 2016 with his 

appointments of Justice Barrett, Kavanaugh, 

and Gorsuch.

     However, many Democrats believe that 

Justice Barrett’s nomination should not have 

been made so close to the 2020 presidential 

election in the first place.

     “Court packing is justified because Donald 

Trump’s appointment took place during an 

election, which was entirely corrupt” Rachel 

Gurevich, President of the EBHS Democrats, 

said regarding Barrett’s nomination.

     Regardless of where someone is on the 

political spectrum, the verdict on court 

packing will dictate the future of checks and 

balances. The judiciary branch was designed to 

be the only one of three branches to be 

relatively apolitical. However, with the 

introduction of court packing, the Justices 

could inevitably become as politically charged 

as members of the House of Representatives or 

the Senate. Adding Justices to balance the 

conservative majority could ultimately diminish 

the powers of parties within the Court.

     “No one is speaking about a ‘limiting 

principle’ either...if the Democrats add a few 

more justices this year, the Republicans will add 

more the next time they're in power,” Mr. 

Hynes, an EBHS history teacher, said. “In time, 

the Court would merely become a political 

branch with unlimited potential for growth— 

why stop at 15, why not 435, like Congress? That 

sounds silly, but what number is ideal and why 

wouldn't the next Congress just change it to 

ensure their political priorities are confirmed by 

a friendly court?” 

     The issue of court packing and the 

arguments regarding it have brought to light 

many interesting questions involving the 

political structure of the United States. 

Nevertheless, Justice Amy Coney Barrett’s 

nomination and the debate over court packing 

are simply additions to the plethora of 

viewpoints of Americans today. Without a 

constitutional amendment,  a “perfect” solution 

may be unlikely regarding the future of court 

packing, but the outcome of this controversy is 

bound to spark further outrage on both sides of 

the divided American political society.
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A Return to Remote 
Learning Ends Hybrid 
vs. Virtual Debate 
by Sapna Stanley 

In a world where masks are required, hugging 

grandparents is a big risk, and professional 

sports are played in empty stadiums, normal 

school is not yet a possibility. A COVID-19 

crackdown is becoming increasingly necessary 

to prevent the spread of the virus in the 

coming winter months, and in light of 

traveling, Halloween parties, and a subsequent 

spike in East Brunswick COVID-19 cases over 

the fall break, East Brunswick Public Schools 

announced a return to fully remote learning 

from November 16 until January 11, 2021.

     Although school policies across New 

Jersey differ from district to district, prior to 

the switch, East Brunswick had implemented 

a hybrid system, which was widely thought 

to be the best compromise between virtual 

and traditional learning. However, 70 percent 

of students chose to attend school virtually 

for Quarter One.

     Virtual learning is appealing for many 

reasons. Aside from potentially avoiding 

contributing to the spread of COVID-19, it 

can be more convenient. In general, students 

find virtual learning an easier, more 

comfortable solution to being hybrid.

     “A lot of kids log onto class from bed, and 

I don’t think they would want to give that 

up,” Andrea Fabian, a fully virtual EBHS 

sophomore, said.       

     On the other hand, many hybrid students had 

enjoyed being back. Jessica Youssef, a senior, 

admitted that she tends to learn better in school, 

as does Fabian, which is why both hoped to do 

hybrid Quarter Two before the shutdown. 

Building relationships with teachers, they agreed, 

is much easier being in school compared to being 

fully virtual. Youssef said that hybrid is great 

because students “actually get to interact with 

teachers more. And not only interact with 

teachers, but with other students who come to 

class. The best part is it’s genuine and raw.” 

     In addition to strengthening real relationships, 

hybrid learning works better for more hands-on 

students.  Physically being present in class might 

provide assurance that a student has help 

available, and while that still holds true virtually, 

communication becomes harder.

     Most of all, for sophomore and former hybrid 

learner Andrew Shih, it was making those human 
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  Twitter @EBHSprinc        
East Brunswick Public  returned to fully remote learning on 
November 18_____________________________________________



connections that are so hard to make over a 

Teams call that has made a difference for him.

      “When you go into school, you’re no 

longer a circle with initials on it,” Shih said. 

“You're a person, and I think that matters.”

      This pandemic has brought harsh changes 

upon everyone. Navigating an entirely new 

school system presents unplanned challenges, 

but whether a student is hybrid or virtual, 

leaning on peers with compassion and grace is 

the best way to overcome these difficulties. 

Could “Raising the Wage” Have Saved the COVID-19 
Recession?

Fifteen dollars an hour by 2025. It was the goal 

of the The Raise the Wage Act of 2019, a bill 

passed by the House of Representatives that 

would boost the current federal minimum wage 

of $7.25 per hour for the first time in almost 10 

years, the longest time that number has ever 

stayed stagnant. Although the bill was passed in 

July of 2019, it has yet to be brought to a vote in 

the Senate, and has since fueled continuous 

   

by Mary Elgayar

  MassLive.com     
Each school system presents its own set of challenges 
____________________________________________

debate over whether or not minimum wages 

should be increased in the U.S. at all.

     The controversy over raising the federal 

minimum wage was sparked by the inability 

for people to automatically adjust to the rising 

cost of living. Proponents of increasing the 

federal minimum wage, like junior Veena 

Gonugondla, believe that the increase will 

help close “the gap between [the] lower and

Yahoo Finance                    
 The COVID-19 pandemic left businesses across the country bankrupt______________________________________________________________________________________

Page 12 Opinions



Page 13 Opinions & Entertainment

middle classes” and stimulate the economy.           

    Others are more hesitant to support the Raise 

the Wage Act of 2019. The sharp pay increase, 

according to Vox, made many more moderate 

Congress members nervous. According to the 

Congressional Budget Office, it could actually 

trigger 1.3 million job losses for low-paid 

workers. 

  “If businesses increase wages, prices of goods 

will also increase, fueling inflation and 

unemployment,” Sophia Olakangil, an EBHS 

junior, agreed. 

   The federal minimum wage has a history 

tainted by political struggle and labor conflict. 

Since The Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938 

determined that American workers are entitled 

to a certain amount of pay, the minimum wage 

has been raised 22 times by 12 different 

presidents. 

  However, what no one in Washington 

expected in 2019 was a worldwide pandemic to 

hit communities all over the nation in 

unimaginable ways. According to the 

University of Massachusetts Amherst Center for 

Employment Equity, the COVID-19 recession 

hit low-wage workers, those making less than 

$15 an hour, the hardest. This is because these 

marginalized workers lack adequate healthcare 

and do not have access to paid family leave. 

     As the U.S. economy continues to bounce 

back in the wake of the recession, things are 

starting to look up for these marginalized 

communities, with the GDP growth rate at 33.1 

percent in the third quarter of 2020. Hope is on 

the horizon as more Americans are able to get 

back to work while still prioritizing the safety 

and health of American families. 

 CNN News                     
 There is a controversy over raising minimum wage _________________________________________

Saturday Night Live 
Is Back!
by Sarah Wilk

Live from New York, it’s Saturday night! Fans of 

the beloved sketch comedy show Saturday Night 

Live heard this iconic phrase for the first time in 

months when the season premiered on October 

3 at the legendary Studio 8H. This season’s 

hosts have ranged from SNL alums like John 

Mulaney and Chris Rock to other celebrities 

like Dave Chappelle, Adele, Bill Burr, and Issa 

Rae.

     "This season has been really entertaining, 

and [the hosts] have done a really good job 

using humor to address issues that are going on 

in the world," Jenna Kozodoy, a sophomore at 

EBHS said.

     To transition from at-home quarantine 

episodes last season to live shows, the cast and 

crew of SNL were forced to make changes to 

film the show and maintain Covid-19 guidelines 



__________________________________________
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 IndieWire
Adele and Kate McKinnon in a skit mocking African tourism

Cast Reunions: 
Sweet or Sour?

by Fiona Sheard

Everyone on set has worn masks during 

rehearsals, stayed socially distant in the studio, 

and been tested for COVID-19 regularly. The 

audience members also wear masks throughout

the show and are paid to watch it. Since the 

audience is paid, they are considered employees 

and are therefore permitted to be on set, 

allowing the show to keep the benefits of a live 

audience.

     The season premiere began with a spoof of 

the first presidential debate, with Alec Baldwin 

as Donald Trump and Jim Carrey playing Joe 

Biden. The memory of late Supreme Court 

Justice, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, was honored by 

Kate McKinnon, who has become known for 

her portrayal of the “Notorious RBG.” 

  Saturday Night Live has highlighted 

non-political current events as well. Cast 

member Chloe Fineman impersonated Drew 

Barrymore and performed a spoof of her new 

talk show. The skit received over 1 million views 

on YouTube. Many of John Mulaney’s sketches 

also went viral after he hosted the Halloween 

special. 

     Rebecca Smoller, a junior at EBHS, said she 

“loves how SNL makes light of a lot of the 

issues going on in the current events through 

comedy. It makes me and my family laugh 

together, especially when there's so much 

else going on in the world that overwhelms 

us.” Even during chaotic times, Saturday 

Night Live had found ways to bring people 

together with a laugh. 

     Although most SNL skits are comedic and 

lighthearted in nature, a select few have 

come under fire for being “tone deaf.” After 

participating in an African tourism sketch on 

SNL, Adele faced serious backlash. Some 

considered it insensitive, saying it 

undermines serious events in Africa such as 

the #EndSARS movement against police 

brutality in Nigeria. However, the band of 

the episode’s musical guest H.E.R. wore 

black t-shirts displaying “#EndSars” in 

support of those fighting for the movement. 

     Overall, Saturday Night Live has provided 

a comedic break during these challenging 

times, and fans cannot wait to see what the 

rest of this season has to offer.

Throughout the pandemic, many people 

have found security in the familiar,  

streaming their favorite movies and TV 

shows from the comfort of their homes.  

With the rise of video communication 

platforms such as Zoom, the casts of many of 

these movies and TV shows have reunited, 

bringing joy and nostalgia to the actors and 

fans alike.

     



______________________________________________________________________________________
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People
The Victorious cast had a virtual reunion on Zoom in the midst of the pandemic

these comforting shows were not real. Though 

the reality of seeing everyone grown up may be 

bittersweet, it can be helpful to remember that 

while the characters and stories were fictional, 

the way audiences felt and were affected by the 

show was genuine. These reunions can remind 

fans of their pleasant memories of watching 

the show, which can be a bit saddening but also 

uplifting in this time of adversity. As the 

pandemic continues, we can appreciate the 

chance to be taken back to our ten year-old 

selves living in a simpler time. 
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Email:
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Microsoft Teams: nmsnhxj

If you would like your club to be included in 
the calendar of The Weekly by The Clarion, fill 
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     Many of these reunions were especially 

entertaining for EBHS students because they 

featured the casts of shows that aired in the late 

2000s and early 2010s, like Zoey 101, Sonny With 

a Chance, and Victorious. The actors caught up, 

answered questions from fans, and revealed 

how each other’s lives have changed since the 

start of their acting careers.

     EBHS junior Clara Tadrous said watching 

these reunions was an “interesting experience” 

because the cast members built “real 

relationships to make the on-screen ones more 

realistic,” which could be seen through their 

interactions online. Celebrities were also able 

to connect with their fans and castmates in a 

safe and exciting new way. 

     An anonymous senior from EBHS had an 

opposing view, saying that they did not like 

seeing the casts years later because “it 

misplaces the image of them when they were 

teens.” After growing up with these beloved 

shows, seeing the actors as themselves rather 

than their characters reminds viewers that 

mailto:ebhs.clarion@gmail.com
https://forms.gle/jazB64gVXibTtk2D6


ABC News
Trebek hosting the Jeopardy!  “Greatest of All Time” tournament

This beloved Canadian-American television personality hosted the game show 

Jeopardy! for over 36 years. Who is Alex Trebek?  

On November 8, hearts shattered across the 

nation upon hearing of beloved Jeopardy! 

host Alex Trebek’s passing. At 80 years old, 

Trebek passed peacefully after revealing in 

March 2019 a diagnosis of stage 4 pancreatic 

cancer. His death was followed by countless 

tributes from former Jeopardy! contestants, 

including Ken Jennings, James Holzhauer, 

and Brad Rutter, who competed in the 

show’s “Greatest of All Time” tournament 

earlier this year, as well as celebrities and 

fans alike.

     Senior Marc Sagad, who remembered 

playing Jeopardy! review games in classes, 

was shaken upon hearing of Trebek’s 

passing. Playing Jeopardy! at school, Sagad 

said, was a stand-out game of his childhood, 

by Julia Maling

_____________________________________________________________________________________

and one that would always bring Alex Trebek 

to mind.

     “Many of the fond memories I have playing 

Jeopardy came from Elementary/Middle 

school,” Sagad said.  “Our teachers usually used 

it to review before a test. For me, personally, it 

was a really fun way to review 
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Instagram, @adam.the.creator
An artist’s creation in light of Trebek’s passing __________________________________________



compared to say, a long study guide.”

    Trebek was a game show host for over five 

decades, hosting high school quiz 

competition Reach for the Top and other 

Canadian programs before moving to the U.S. 

and becoming the host of The Wizard of Odds 

and High Rollers, according to The New York 

Times. In 1984, he started hosting the reboot 

of Jeopardy! nearly 10 years after the original 

version aired. Over the years, Trebek became 

known for his distinctive voice, witty jokes, 

and calm disposition as host. In 2014, he 
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won the Guinness World Record for “most 

game show episodes hosted by the same 

presenter” at 6,829 shows. 

     “Trebek's energy was a great motivator to 

expand my knowledge,” Aniket Das, an 

EBHS senior and Academic Team co-captain, 

said. “[Jeopardy! has] always brought my 

family together as we love to watch it. Alex 

Trebek’s personality has always been a 

shining part of the show.” 

   Trebek’s final week of episodes will be aired 

starting January 4, 2021.

Switchin’ the Positions: Grande’s Bittersweet Comeback

In the absence of live performances during 

the pandemic, musicians and their companies 

have struggled to balance a staggering 

decrease in income with quality music 

production. Nonetheless, many artists have 

persevered and successfully produced 

exceptional music. High-charting albums on 

the Billboard music charts this year include 

Taylor Swift’s Folklore, Sam Smith’s Love 

Goes, and Ariana Grande’s sixth studio album: 

Positions.

     Grande’s latest album explores the 

singer-songwriter’s life in a more intimate 

manner than her previous work. The New 

York Times described Positions as Grande’s 

“conversational space,” a look at world 

issues and past trauma through the lens of 

her relationships. The full studio album 

includes fourteen tracks, many of which are 

collaborations with other notable artists, 

     

by Siri Dasari 

 W Magazine
Grande honors the late Mac Miller in “off the table (feat. The 
Weeknd)”
___________________________________________

    One of the most popular tracks is the fifth 

song, “off the table (feat. The Weeknd).” A 

familiar collaboration for fans of Grande's 2014 

release, My Everything, “off the table” delves 

into Grande’s relationships, past and present. 

While she is currently in a relationship with real 

estate agent Dalton Gomez, Grande’s past loves 

resurface in her 2020 album. 

including The Weeknd, Doja Cat, and Ty 

Dolla $ign. 



     Unfortunately, Grande’s love life has been 

less than smooth sailing. Just after she released 

Sweetener in September, 2018, Grande’s 

ex-boyfriend of two years, Mac Miller, passed 

away. Soon after, Grande broke up with her 

ex-fiance, Pete Davidson, after five months 

together. Throughout the song, Grande 

reflects on whether she will “ever love the 

same way again” after losing previous 

partners, referring to Miller specifically. But 

the reflection on the past accompanies many 

hopes for her current relationship as well. 

     While overall, the album was well-received, 

with critics widely agreeing on Grande’s talent 

and passion for music, they have expressed 

uncertainty about the quality of production in 

comparison to her previous releases. EBHS 

junior Riya Shah agreed, saying that while it 

“shows her talent, it is not as good as all her 

other albums.”

    Although it is true that the tracks Grande’s 

exceptional vocal talent, many others admit 

that the album itself may not live up to her 

    

iconic earlier releases. 

     Regardless of the criticism, Positions was 

still widely loved and received by fans. Eunice 

Kim, a senior in Concert Choir and an 

executive board member of Jazz and R&B 

Choir and Choir Council especially loves 

“pov,” which she called “a beautiful song with 

a beautiful message.”

     “It’s about how she feels her partner truly 

knows her and loves her for who she is, and 

how she also wants to see herself and love 

herself that way,” Kim said. “I love how it’s 

about self love, not just about someone loving 

her.”

     With a calm and intimate vibe, Positions is 

best judged independently of Grande’s 

previous releases. By listening to the songs, it 

is evident that she poured her heart into 

expressing her personal feelings about love, 

relationships, and growth. Though she may 

not be able to perform the tracks to a live 

audience quite yet, Grande is still able to relate 

to millions of people through her music.

Maxim 
Grande in her White House themed music video, Positions______________________________________________________________________________________
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EBHS Drama Club is a place of interaction 

and collaboration. Crew and cast members 

come together to produce a fall play and 

spring musical every year, as well as smaller 

events like Improv Night and 24 Hour 

Playfest. However, Drama Club’s typical 

shows aren’t possible in the traditional sense 

this year. The club has seen its fair share of 

difficulties due to COVID-19. Last year’s 

spring musical, Guys and Dolls, was canceled 

right before opening night.

     And yet, the members of the club are 

staying positive. Eilam Ben-Zvi, a junior at 

EBHS and member of Drama Club since his 

freshman year, shared that while dealing 

with the canceled musical was hard on the 

cast and crew, they tried to keep spirits up.

     “Even if it didn’t happen, I learned some 

awesome dances and I met some pretty cool 

people,” Ben-Zvi said.

     Drama Club’s continued creativity and 

dedication has allowed them to figure out 

new and innovative ways to continue 

working together. For this year’s fall play, 

they’re planning to put on a devised work 

encompassing the theme of human 

interaction.

     A devised work is very different from a 

traditional play. In this form of theater, there 

is no script: actors have to explore a theme 

through improvisation, then either film their 

improv directly or write a script based on it.     
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EBHS Drama Club Presents:
human interaction: a devised work

by Shreya Rajeswaran

@ebhsdrama
Since March 2020, the EBHS Drama club has tapped into their 
creativity to keep theater relevant in a virtual world__________________________________________

By putting on this type of production, Drama 

Club members will fully immerse themselves in 

the creative process. This means students must 

take on multiple roles improvising scenes, 

developing vignettes, writing scripts, and 

recreating them with full characterization. 

     This experimental show is also new for Mr. 

Davis, the EBHS Drama Club advisor for the 

past 16 years. He’s nervous about producing a 

play without a script, but  shares the cast’s hope 

that the club can find positivity in the situation 

they’ve been put in. “Parameters force 

creativity,” is something he always tells his 

students. 

      “If you start with something that boxes you 



in a little bit, then you can creatively solve 

the problem,” Mr. Davis said.

          Mr. Davis intends to structure the play 

by breaking it into short chapters known as 

vignettes. Each one will cover a different 

theme surrounding human interaction. In 

fact, the members were asked to audition 

with a short improvised or scripted 

monologue on the theme of isolation, which 

Mr. Davis hopes will be a possible starting 

point for a few of the stories. 

     In addition, the club has to be creative 

with the way they rehearse and film. While 

they can meet in small groups socially 

distanced, another possibility involves setting 

up cameras within the students’ homes. 
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The Making of Homecoming and Powderpuff
by Kelly Tang and Julianna Moises

The Powderpuff football game and the highly 

anticipated night of homecoming have been a 

tradition at East Brunswick High School for 

years. Although postponed until the spring due 

to COVID-19, both the annual game and 

dance hold a special place in the hearts of 

EBHS staff and students alike. But 

Powderpuff, a cherished homecoming 

tradition of many high schools across the 

nation, has a history that goes back 

generations. It’s a story not all that different 

from A League of Their Own. The first 

Powderpuff football game was played in 1945 

by the women of Eastern State Teacher’s 

School in Madison, South Dakota. It was 

toward the end of World War II, and like so 

This way, each student can film individually 

to produce multiple videos, which can then 

be put side-by-side for a conversation or 

scene.\

     When asked about the timeliness of year’s 

fall play, Ben-Zvi said that exploring the idea 

of human interaction and isolation is “very 

fitting, especially now that we all really 

understand it and we’ve all felt it.” It’s a show 

that will truly challenge the actors while 

creating an amazing and formative 

experience.

     human interaction: a devised work will be 

streaming virtually on ebhs.booktix.com 

starting December 11th. Come check it out 

and support Drama Club!

many colleges across the nation, football 

games and inter-collegiate sports were out of 

the question. Young men were either 

overseas or doing “war-related work,” 

according to South Dakota Magazine.

 That September, only three men had 

enrolled for the fall term—that’s when the 

women of Eastern State stepped in. 

   Twitter
2019 Powderpuff champions pose for a picture after the game________________________________________



Now, 75 years later, East Brunswick is one of 

many high schools across the nation to 

follow in their  footsteps. 

     The annual Powderpuff game at East 

Brunswick, according to former head football 

coach and current teacher Marcus Boden, 

began around 18 years ago, when he started 

the tradition. Although no one picked it up 

after Boden, thanks to NHS, this marks the 

third year Powderpuff is back.

     Along with Powderpuff, homecoming is 

another popular tradition at EBHS, one that 

Student Council Advisor and Media Center 

Specialist Bonnie Benkard believes helps 

bring students together each fall.

     “[Homecoming] brings in an old tradition 

of face-to-face activities and helps bring 

people together and celebrate,” Ms. Benkard 

said. 

     Advisors of these events are continuing to 

organize them to allow students to make 

memories in these uncertain times. When 

everything seems up in the air, the promise 

of nostalgic traditions will be a light in the 

dark come spring.
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Staying Home for the 
Holidays 
by Kyle Courter

With the 2020 holiday season approaching, 

EBHS students have been left wondering if 

celebrations will have any sense of normalcy. 

While many students were looking forward to 

some holiday spirit, taking precautions to 

protect themselves and their families, they’ve 

Harvard Health - Harvard University
EBHS students and faculty are finding ways to connect with their 
families  amid the COVID-19 pandemic
___________________________________________

realized, is more of a necessity than ever. 

However, with Thanksgiving coming up, the 

high school community is still trying to find ways 

to mark this special day in the midst of this 

dangerous pandemic.

     The number of new positive COVID-19 

cases in the United States are record-breaking 

each day as infection rates continue to rise, and 

according to East Brunswick Superintendent 

Dr. Valeski in a phone call to the district, parties 

and trips over the fall break resulted in even 

more COVID-19 positive cases in the schools. 

For many, this means that seeing extended 

family for the holidays is out of the question 

during a time of the year that celebrates being 

thankful for loved ones.

     Many students feel they are missing out. “It’s 

one of the only times of the year my family gets 

to see each other,” EBHS senior Jason High 

said. “It’s one of the main reasons I love the 

holiday season.”

     EBHS sophomore Caleb Sullivan shared a 

similar sentiment. In previous years, he 

cherished the time he was able to spend with his 

family on Thanksgiving.

     



 

“We would always go around and say what 

we’re thankful for,” Sullivan said. 

Unfortunately, the tradition cannot take place 

this year.  Caleb said this Thanksgiving will “be 

spent with [his] immediate family alone.”

       Fortunately, a silver lining can be found 

amid these challenging circumstances. In an 

increasingly digital world, students and faculty 

can use applications such as FaceTime, Skype, 

and Zoom to safely call and reconnect with 

their extended family members. For a short 

while, the distance that separates the EBHS 

community from their loved ones may be 

forgotten. Students and their families can 

remember past traditions and excitedly plan for 

future gatherings when all is safe. Sullivan is 

looking forward to it. Despite the absence of his 

extended family, he said, they “still have the 

ability to celebrate with each other ” virtually.

     This Thanksgiving, said Sullivan, will be an 

opportunity to give thanks for the support  of 

his “immediate family” in these times of fear. 

While not ideal, it is still an opportunity to 

display gratitude and love.     

      There will still be food and there will still be 

family. There will still be a Thanksgiving, even 

if it is different from what the students and 

faculty are used to. But the EBHS community’s 

altered celebrations are indeed necessary so 

families can reunite and traditions can be 

restored by next year. Everyone’s way of 

celebrating may be different in one way or 

another, but these circumstances will not be in 

place forever. EBHS students will see their 

families again. As for all things in 2020, it will 

simply take some time.
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“Cheers, Jeers, and a 
Whole Lot of Tears:” The 
Lackluster NFL Teams of 
New York
by Jarod Struminger

Through Week 8 of the NFL season, the New 

York Giants and the New York Jets had a 

combined record of 2-16. The Giants’ only two 

wins are against the Washington Football 

Team. The Jets are still searching for their 

first win. Even though both of these teams 

have underachieved this season, many are not 

surprised. Neither team was expected to make 

the playoffs, let alone break even. Both teams 

are coming off losing records last season, had 

top 10 picks in this year's draft, and are still in 

the “rebuilding” stage. That being said, all 

four teams in the National Football 

Conference (NFC) East are struggling, and 

the Giants still have a chance to win their 

division.

      

The New York Times
Sam Darnold gets sacked, as the New York Jets’ struggles 
continue________________________________________

     The New York Jets managed to win seven 

games last season and finish third in the 

American Football Conference (AFC) East 

division. The sole glimmer of hope in their 

franchise was All-Pro safety Jamal Adams.      
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However, this off-season, the Jets traded Adams 

to the Seattle Seahawks for two first round picks. 

This trade sent a message to Jets fans to “buckle 

in” for a long rebuild.

     EBHS junior and lifetime Jets fan Joey Obryk 

has been disappointed with his favorite team’s 

performance this year.  When asked about the 

future of the Jets, Obryk said, “The road ahead 

looks long, but I have hope. Sam Darnold [Jets 

quarterback] has promise and star receiver 

Jamison Crowder is a good compliment to 

Darnold. Another problem is Adam Gase [the 

Jets’ head coach]; he doesn’t deserve to be in the 

place he is.  The main issue is the defense, they 

cannot ever get off the field.”

     The Jets have given up the most offensive 

yards this season, putting them in last place by a 

large margin. If the Jets want to bring back a 

winning culture, they must address the issues on 

defense and their coaching staff.

     On the other side of New York is “Big Blue” 

country, home to the Giants. Like the Jets, the 

Giants are currently rebuilding their team. 

However, the Giants’ path to success appears to 

be much easier than that of the Jets.

     This season was full of excitement as Saquon 

Barkley, star running back and former Rookie of 

the Year, was finally healthy and ready for this 

season. Unfortunately, Barkley tore his ACL in 

week 2 against the Chicago Bears. With the one 

bright spot of the offense done for the season, 

Giants fans began to give up hope. 

     The main problem the Giants face is turning 

the ball over. Second-year quarterback Daniel 

Jones has turned the ball over in every game 

this season. He is second in the league in 

interceptions and fifth in lost fumbles.

     Although Jones is turning the ball over at 

an alarming rate, the Giants’ defense is not 

to be trifled with. They are currently ranked 

in the top ten amongst teams in the NFL in 

run defense and are ranked in the top half of 

teams in pass defense. Matthew Mahler, a 

junior and self-proclaimed Giants critic, is 

optimistic about the Giants defense.

     “They’re a young team, they have a bright 

future ahead of them. The run defense has 

been sturdy all year and the secondary is 

finally finding its legs. Xavier McKinney 

[Giants rookie safety] has yet to play a game 

yet, but will surely add to their skill. Both 

him and Jabrill Peppers [other Giants safety] 

are a good 1-2 punch for the future.”

_______________________________________

PureSportsNY
The Giants and Jets have had a tough season but are 
determined and have a bright future ahead

     While fans of the Giants and Jets may 

have had to endure the teams’ struggles for 

the last couple of seasons, they can also look 

forward to a brighter future with 

well-rounded teams.


