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Few films have been able to 
captivate worldwide audiences 
the way that Bong Joon-ho’s 
Parasite has. The film first 
premiered in May 2019 at the 
Cannes Film Festival, where 
it won the festival’s highest 
award, the prestigious Palme 
d’Or. From there, it gained 
momentum that has continued 
through the traditional “awards 
season” and culminated at this 
year’s Academy Awards.  As 
it has garnered mass critical 
acclaim, the film has also been 
deemed by many as one of  the 
best of  the decade if  not one of  
the best ever made. Recently 
at the Oscars, the film capped 
off its stunning year by winning 
four awards: Best International 
Feature Film, Best Director, 
Best Original Screenplay and 
a historic win for Best Picture. 
In the 92 years of  the Academy 
Awards, Parasite was the first 
foreign-language film to ever 
win the Best Picture award. 

Parasite tells the story of  
the destitute Kim family, who, 
fueled by greed, and through 
an elaborate con, slowly 
invade the home and life of  
the wealthy Park family. Since 
its release at Cannes, critics 

and film fanatics have been 
talking about the film non-
stop. The love for Parasite has 
even reached the halls of  East 
Brunswick High School. Mita 

Das, a junior, says “Parasite 
is a film that speaks volumes 
through its simple yet profound 
messages. It completely broke 
the standard of  American films 
by seamlessly introducing a 

new, hybrid genre of  humor 
and suspense. It kept me on 
the edge of  my seat during 
the whole movie and left me 
wanting more at the end.”  Mita 

commented on Bong Joon-ho’s 
boundary-breaking filmmaking 
style, which is clearly shown 
within the film, as he 
demonstrated an outstanding 
mix of  drama, comedy, and 

suspense that made the film 
intriguing up until the last 
second. Film teacher Mr. 
Cibrian also had comments 
to share about Parasite, saying 

that he was “pleasantly 
surprised that Parasite won so 
many awards, including Best 
Picture. Director Bong Joon-
ho’s films are so creative and 
often take a right turn halfway 

Boundary-Breaking Best Picture: 
By Ian Clark

through the picture. It’s hard 
to define the genre of  his 
films because he often breaks 
the rules of  whichever genre 
he’s exploring”. Mr. Cibrian 
continued, saying that he 
hopes “these wins for a foreign 
film will convince people who 
traditionally avoid subtitled 
films to search them out”.

Parasite is a milestone in the 
history of  foreign language 
films and cinema in general, 
and one can only hope that 
this acclaim will attract more 
people to foreign-language 
films; “Once you overcome 
the one-inch tall barrier of  
subtitles, you will be introduced 
to so many more amazing 
films’’. That quote came from 
Bong Joon-ho himself  during 
his acceptance speech for 
Best Foreign Language Film 
at the Golden Globes. Many 
incredible foreign films have 
come out in these past few 
years, including Roma, Portrait 
of  a Lady on Fire, Pain and 
Glory, I Lost My Body, Climax, 
Cold War and Shoplifters. If  you 
are interested in discovering 
more of  Bong Joon Ho’s other 
films, you can currently find 
Snowpiercer and Okja on Netflix.

Oscars
Parasite is an outstanding mix of drama, comedy, and suspense.

Parasiteq

Mentality.” Asad Shahid, a 
junior from EBHS, spoke 
about the impact Kobe had 
on his life: “His work ethic was 
like no other. I tried to work as 
hard as he did at my summer 
job and while I’d work out.”

After winning 3 straight 
championships alongside 
Shaquille O’Neal, Kobe 
quieted critics’ assumptions 
that he could not win by himself. 
Although much of  the criticism 
was unfair, as players like 
Magic Johnson had talented 
teammates such as Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar, and Michael 
Jordan had the defensive 
specialist in Scottie Pippen, 
Bryant eventually won 2 more 
championships in 2009 and 
2010. From vicious posterizing 
dunks to smooth post-up 
fadeaways, Bryant mastered 
his skills and became flawless 

On the morning of  January 
26, 2019,  the entire world 
was in shock after hearing the 
news that Kobe Bryant, his 
13-year old daughter, Gianna, 
and 7 others passed away in a 
helicopter crash in Calabasas, 
California. His NBA career 
was illustrious, making 18 
All-Star game appearances, 
winning 1 MVP award, and 
winning 5 NBA championships 
with the Los Angeles Lakers. 

Straight out of  high school 
at 17, Kobe understood what it 
took to be the best in the league. 
His work ethic was unrivaled, 
as players and coaches shared 
stories of  the countless hours 
he put in the gym. Even if  you 
weren’t a basketball fan, people 
from every walk of  life strived 
to replicate his dedication 
and hard work which became 
known as the “Mamba 

The Legacy Of Kobe Bryant
by Ben Kim

offensively. ESPN analyst Zach 
Lowe marveled at how Kobe 
“practiced every skill within a 
skill, every trick of  footwork, 
every post-up move, and 
watched enough film to know 
how to deploy them in specific 
situations against specific 
opponents.” When asked what 
part of  Kobe’s game he liked 
the most, Lakers fan Ivin Chen 
responded, “He played on both 
sides of  the ball, wasn’t afraid 
to guard the best players, while 
still managing to score clutch 
shots at the end of  the game.” 
Kobe’s competitiveness, 
knowledge of  the game, and 
will to win, translated to the 
late game heroics that fans 
across the world were so 
eager and astonished to see.

Retirement from the NBA 
did not deter Kobe from 
pursuing other hobbies and 
interests, one of  which was 
writing. He wrote a short story 
about living out his dreams 
in the NBA. He then went on 
to  collaborate with director 
Glen Keane and successfully 
created an animated short 
film titled, “Dear Basketball,” 
which won an Oscar in 2018. 
Even with the countless 

accolades and awards, Bryant’s 
largest interest after retiring 
was coaching his daughter 
Gianna’s eigth grade basketball 
games. According to the Los 
Angeles Times, Bryant “tested 
his players. Occasionally, 
he scheduled scrimmages 
against high school-age club 
teams.” Bryant’s commitment 
allowed Gianna’s team to 
develop into one of  the best 
8th grade teams in the nation.

Kobe Bryant touched the 
lives of  millions of  people 
and inspired everyone who 
knew him to become the 
best versions of  themselves. 
His skills on the court were 
incredible, his work ethic was 
unmatched, and the job he 
did as a father was admirable. 
His spirit and dedication 
will continue to inspire 
generations for years to come. 
Rest in Peace, Kobe Bryant. 

Sportige
Kobe Bryant was beloved by fans and fellow team members

“Kobe’s competitiveness, knowledge of the 
game, and will to win, translated to the late 

game heroics that fans across the world were 
so eager and astonished to see.” 

- Ivy Chen
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Down: 
1. George Washington’s Birthday
2. Stream “Yummy”
3. These young entrepreneurs will give you a sweet deal
5. A pointy Italian shoe
6. Bracket szn
8. The only time when the commercials are just as important 
as the televised event
9. I am once again asking for your __________

Across: 
4. 366
7. Beware the __________
10. More man than a horse? Or more horse than a man? 
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Hello all,

	 Spring	 is	 upon	 us!	 You	 can	 finally	 put	 away	 your	
heavy	winter	coat.	It	is	no	longer	dark	at	5	p.m.	If	you	
listen	very	closely,	you	might	even	hear	a	bird	chirping.
As	the	first	semester	stress	starts	to	wind	down,	make	
sure	you’re	taking	care	of	yourself;	go	outside	and	enjoy	
the	fresh	air--	or	at	least	let	it	flow	in	through	your	
window;	 spend	 your	 free	 time	 hanging	out	with	friends	
or	exploring	your	hobbies;	clear	your	room	of	all	the	
winter	clutter;	start	that	thing	you’ve	been	putting	off	
for	months.	With	the	cold	and	bitter	months	behind	us,	
nourish	your	mind	and	body	for	the	excitement	that	lies	
ahead.	
	 Likewise,	as	the	second	semester	starts	to	pick	up,	
grab	every	opportunity	that	lies	ahead	of	you;	read	that	
book	that	isn’t	required	for	class;	do	that	extra	credit	
assignment	to	boost	your	grade;	volunteer	somewhere	even	
if	you’d	rather	stay	home.	With	this	opportunity	for	a	
fresh	start	of	both	a	new	season	and	new	semester,	take	
the	time	to	focus	on	your	personal	growth	and	well-being.	
Spring	is	the	season	of	growth	and	flourishment	for	all;	
make	sure	where-ever	it	takes	you,	you	are	ready	to	shed	
the	old-habits	of	the	cold	past,	and	embrace	the	bloom	
of	opportunities	that	lie	ahead.	

Your EICs,
Amasha and Eva
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Many musical theatre critics say 
that we are living in a “golden 
age of  musical theatre.” From 
musical movies to spectacular 
Broadway shows, as technology 
advances and new ideas are 
born, each production seems to 
be more amazing than the last. 

For one thing, being in 
a musical includes daily 
rehearsals, usually from around 
two-thirty to five o’clock. Being 
in a musical doesn’t just mean 

memorizing lines; it means 
being able to dance and sing 
simultaneously, and being able 
to act and feel your character. 

EBHS’s spring production 
for the 2019-2020 school year 
is Guys and Dolls, a musical 
that was first performed on 

Broadway way 
back in the 
1950s. The 
characters in this 
show have deeper 
personalities than 
can be seen on 
the surface, and 
it’s the actors’ 
jobs to figure out 
how to portray 
them. Exercises 
at the beginning 
of  rehearsals 
help them 
accomplish this. 
One interesting 
exercise to help 
the actors get into 
their character 
is to pick a line 
which they think 

summarizes their character 
and practice saying it in 
different ways. The exercise 
moves up a level when you 
then hold hands with another 

cast member and move 
around while saying your line. 

Even with the help of  
director Mr. Davis, or ‘JD’ 
as the cast and crew call him, 
this can be difficult. EBHS 
senior Zoe Lipkin plays the 
part of  Sarah Brown, who is “a 
very traditional, conservative, 
Christian girl.” For Zoe, 
something fun to perform 
with this character is that 
Sarah has an internal conflict 
between her strong Christian 
values and her desire to be in 
love. “The most challenging 
part of  Sarah is knowing 
when to start making that 
transition and how to balance 
the two sides of  herself.” 

Another big character in 
this show is Sky Masterson, a 
very lucky gambler who doesn’t 
believe in falling in love. For 
senior Nisal Amarasinghe, who 
plays Sky, the hardest thing 
about his role is “pretending 
to pretend to be in love.” 

Every single part of  a cast 
is important to a show. Along 
with lead actors, there are 
dancers and singers in the 
ensemble who also have some 
difficult jobs. Senior Arianna 
McLean plays Adelaide, a 

“fun, bubbly character longing 
to be married to her fiance 
of  14 years.” McLean’s role 

requires dancing, singing, and 
memorizing lines. According 
to McLean, learning an entire 
dance can take from just a few 
hours to a few days. Arianna 
explains that  “Grasping the 
music and movements is easier 
than words. With lines, I need 
to repeatedly run them over a 
course of  days to completely 
retain and understand it. The 
most challenging aspect of  
Adelaide is getting the tone 
of  her voice correct. As of  
right now, I have been told 
I sound like a grandma.” 

Although stage crew is only 
officially decided when tech 

Guys and Dolls: The Musical
by Alefiya Presswala

week comes around, the role 
of  the stage managers and 
people who work at Saturday 

Set Build is still important. 
Justine Torres, sophomore 
stage manager, says her job 
is basically just to do what JD 
requires regarding set pieces, 
attendance, announcements, 
and other needs. 

It is obvious that the Drama 
Club is a family that works 
at accepting each other and 
helping everyone be the best 
that they can. No matter what 
role they play in the production, 
everyone has been working 
hard. Come see Guys and Dolls 
at 7 PM on March 13, 14, 20, 
and 21 or at 3 PM on March 15! 
Tickets are only $8 for students!

                                                            IMDb.com
The original Guys and Dolls movie poster

Hannah Junn
Drama club rehearses for the spring musical

I’m a non-binary 16 year old 
photographer based out of NYC. 
My work focuses on queerness, self 
expression, and sensuality. Through 
an emphasis on self love, I plan to 
explore and reinvent the concepts of 
gender and sexuality in upcoming 
projects, while also formulating a 
personal intimacy with my subjects. 
I’ve produced content for publications 
such as Them.us, Adolescent 
Content, and H Collective, and the 
companies Dr. Martens and Happy 
Socks, among others. You can see 
my work on Instagram @juliadfoo.”

Julia Foo,
EBHS Junior

“ “

“I began bowling in eighth grade on 
my own. Instantly, I came to love the 
sport and enjoyed playing with my 
friends & family. [When it] became 
a sport I could join in high school, 
I immediately took the chance...it 
has been a thrilling and rewarding 
experience playing for the bowling 
team and making new friends. I’ve 
learned to work with my teammates, 
develop better techniques and skills, 
and manage my time for after school 
matches. As my last year of high school 
approaches, I am ready to make the 
most of the next bowling season.”

“ Since Halloween season, 
I’ve been on a big horror 
movie kick. I started 
specifically watching 
a lot of the old-school 
Universal monster films. 
My favorite monster 
is easily The Mummy, 
but I think that’s the 
history teacher in me. 
Frankenstein, however, 
seems to have the best 
movies. Surprisingly, 
The Invisible Man might 
be the most entertaining 
of the bunch. Watch 
the original before 
you go to see the new 
one coming out!”

HUMANS OF EB
Hi, my name is Joshua 
Aalampour. I like to play 
chess, compose classical 
music, and study 
theoretical physics in 
my free time. Recently 
I’ve been attempting 
to understand the 
workings of the 
quantum field theories 
that underlie the 
phenomena of particle 
physics, inclusive 
of string theory and 
quantum gravity.”

I am the staff member 
behind your “Friday’s 
Inspirational Quotes”.   
Each week I try and pick 
an uplifting and  positive 
message for everyone to 
read.  My hope is that any 
student who reads a quote 
may feel a connection 
and become inspired or 
give them the courage to 
know that there are no 
limits to who they can 
be.  I would love to hear 
your favorite quote.”

“
Josh Aalampour,

EBHS Senior
Mr. Troshane,
EBHS Teacher

Mrs. Wood
EBHS Main Office

Zach Kim,
EBHS Junior

STaff 2019-2020
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Perhaps you first heard the 
word “coronavirus” while 
watching the morning news. Or 
maybe you’re like sophomore 
Maxwell Guo, whose first 
time hearing anything about 
the virus was “from memes 
online” and “conversations 
at school.” Either way, many 
people are unclear as to what 
exactly the coronavirus is.

According to the World 
Health Organization (WHO), 
the coronaviruses “are a 
large family of  viruses that 
cause illness ranging from 
the common cold to more 

severe diseases.” While 
most coronaviruses aren’t 
dangerous, the 2019 novel 
coronavirus (2019-nCoV) can 
cause a fatal disease known 
as COVID-19. This strain 
was first detected in Wuhan, 
China in December 2019. 

The virus appears to have 
originated from infected 
animals sold at a Wuhan 
seafood market, though bats are 
also known to carry the virus. 
Some Chinese researchers have 
even suggested that pangolins 
may be the “missing link” in 
the spreading of  the virus. As 

for person-to-person spreading, 
Washington state health 
officer Dr. Kathy Loft stated 
that coronaviruses “primarily 
spread through close contact 
with another individual, in 
particular through coughing 
and sneezing on somebody else 
who is within a range of  about 
3 to 6 feet from that person.” 

Outside of  China, infections 
have been detected in 24 
countries such as the U.S., 
Russia, and France. The 
timing of  the coronavirus 
coincides with the Lunar 
New Year, a time when many 
people from various countries 
travel to celebrate the holiday 
with their friends and family. 

Unfortunately, the portrayal 
of  the coronavirus on social 
media has been riddled 
with misinformation, racist 
stereotypes, and xenophobia. 
Across several of  these 
platforms, a video depicting a 
Chinese woman eating a bat 
has circulated; the video places 
blame for the coronavirus 
outbreak on the unsanitary 
eating habits of  Chinese 
people. In reality, the video 
wasn’t even taken in Wuhan 
but in the Pacific island Palau.                                  

The prevalence of  the 
coronavirus issue around the 
world has also caused social 
media users to take advantage 
of  the topic’s popularity to 
promote their own content. 
Some users have hashtagged 
posts #coronavirus—even 
when the posts don’t relate 
to the virus at all—in order 
to rise to the top of  searches. 
As sophomore Pratik Singh 
sees it, creators get more 
views with hysteria-causing 
headlines because “Worldwide 
Pandemic” attracts far 
more attention than ‘Small 
Virus Being Contained.’”

Currently, neither a cure 

Coronavirus Updates
by Carson He and Aaron Tsui

wsj.com
A doctor in a medical hazmat suit visits an ailing patient in a hospital

nor a vaccine exists for 
the coronavirus. Although 
scientists have been performing 
vaccine tests on animals, they 
have yet to come to conclusive 
findings. It may be several 
months before a coronavirus 
vaccine will be produced and  
made available for human 
use. In the meantime, there 
are preventative measures that 
people can take to avoid being 
exposed to the virus. Avoiding 
contact with people who are 
sick, covering coughs and 
sneezes, washing hands often, 
and disinfecting frequently-
touched objects can help to 
prevent a coronavirus infection.

Kin Cheung
Concerned passengers use face masks to avoid spreading the virus

by Alefiya Presswala
this sentiment, noting that “in 
an age where social media is a 
huge thing in our lives, we get 
so lost in showing and bragging 
to the world what we have 

that we forget the important 
things that actually matter.”
However you feel about the so-
called “Day of  Love,” this is 
still the perfect opportunity to 
remind someone close to you 
that they are appreciated. Or, 
if  you’re feeling adventurous, 
the time to be daring 
and confess your feelings 
to that special someone.

Just another 
Hallmark Holiday? 

Godiva
Chocolate boxes are a popular Valentine’s Day gift

your parents and friends. It 
can be about celebrating with 
them,” Junior Iman Qaisarsays 
said. Junior Sreyansh Biswal 
thought that Valentine’s Day 

has taken “on a new meaning 
to also show love towards 
friends, which is great.”

However, Biswal also added 
that “some parts of  Valentine’s 
Day have become overrated 
due to social media with people 
almost only acknowledging 
it to show off their gifts or 
significant others.” Sophomore 
Dawson Joseph agreed with 

some pressure to go all out and 
impress their significant other.

“It’s a cute way to show 
how much you care about 
people, but the culture 
surrounding it is just a way for 
companies to solicit money. 
It’s all very materialistic,” 
Sophomore Jill Taormina 
said. Sophomore Akarsh 
Srivastava agreed, saying that 
“Valentine’s Day should be 
more related to the actual 
sentimental value than gifts or 
how many flowers you got.”

Ironically, this materialism 
seems to be so popular that it 
is the very reason that EBHS 
senior Manisha Parthasarathy 
claims that Valentine’s Day is 
not overrated. She says that 
every year, Spanish Honors 
Society sells flowers and 
chocolates for this special 
holiday and they “end up 
raising tons of  money.”

On the other hand, several 
students enjoy the holiday 
simply because it is a day to 
spread love. Even without a 
significant other, students use 
this holiday to express their 
feelings to others. “Valentine’s 
Day doesn’t always have to be 
romantic. You have love for 

of  the ‘Hallmark Holiday’ 
claim that Valentine’s Day 
is a holiday purposely made 
popular by big companies like 
Hallmark, which is well known 
for its greeting cards, or other 
organizations like chocolate 
and flower businesses, so that 
they can increase profits. 

Sometimes this is a problem 
as teenagers with significant 
others are often expected to 
give a gift on the big day. Many 
teenagers today might feel 

As we enter mid-winter, the 
cold weather and shorter days 
can make everything seem 
dreary. However, February 
fourteenth offers a holiday to 
lift our spirits. It is a holiday 
filled with love. Right?

Several people wait for 
their bouquet of  roses or 

their handwritten love poem. 
Many swoon over the idea of  
a romantic Valentine’s Day 
date. But others gag at this 
very same idea. Opponents 

FreshCarcCo
Some people choose not to celebrate this holiday for its materialism
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In 2018, Netflix released a 
four-part “Summer of  Love” 
promotion, with chick flick 
films such as Set It Up, Sierra 
Burgess is a Loser, The Kissing 
Booth, and its most acclaimed 
title, To All the Boys I’ve Loved 
Before. This film follows 
Korean-American protagonist 
Lara Jean, whose love letters 
are accidently sent to all her 
previous crushes - leading to 
chaos, but has a happy ending 
as she ends up dating one of  
her crushes, Peter Kavinsky.
The film succeeded far more 
than its Netflix counterparts, 

reaching 80 million viewers, 
and a soaring increase in 
instagram followers for both 
lead actors Lana Condor and 
Noah Centino. The film was 
praised for its representation 
of  Korean culture and Lara 
Jean’s mixed-race heritage, 
whose life could be mirrored by 
many of  the audience viewers.  

Exciting many fans, its 
sequel, P.S. I Still Love You, 
debuted on February 12th. 
Junior Lauren Choi says the 
film is debuting at a “thrilling 
time for the Asian community. 
It’s coming right when Asian 

films are winning awards, such 
as Parasite, and becoming 
box-office successes, such as 
Crazy Rich Asians.” All of  its 
success cannot be attributed to 
one factor, however. TATBILB 
unravels on the big screen as an 
uplifting, feel-good rom-com 
that has been missing from 
Hollywood for years. Classic 
1990s and 2000s romantic 
comedies such as 10 Things I 
Hate About You and She’s All That 
were massive successes and 
the last major teenage movies 
to be prevalent on the big 
screen. TATBILB carries the 
same sentiment but represents 
a new Hollywood and a new 
American teenager- one 
major reason for its popularity.
P.S. I Still Love You follows the 
same characters but with a 
new love interest in Lara Jean’s 
life, causing a love triangle - a 
staple Hollywood motif. The 
chemistry between the two 
leads, Centineo and Condor, 
is palpable and causes the 
movie’s flow to be exciting but 
relatable. It is for these reasons 
that Junior Flora Cai believes 
“TATBILB is a very cute movie 
that has a pleasing story line. It 
has great asian representation, 

but I think the movie is about 
more than that, and succeeds 
because of  more than that”. 
The sequel offers a more 
relatable look into high school 
relationships, continuing the 
story off of  the happy ending of  
the first film. P.S. I Still Love You 
concerns Lara Jean’s anxiety 
with dating and offers more 
space to explore her feelings, 
exemplified in her monologue 
scenes. This makes the film 

Digital Spy
Lara Jean and Peter Kavinsky at the lights festival

To All the Sequels I’ve Loved Before

less about the love triangle, 
and more about Lara Jean’s 
progression through high school 
and dating for the first time, 
something that is paralleled 
in many of  the viewers’ lives. 
With a possible third movie 
coming soon, to carry out all 
the books in Jenny Han’s series, 
these movies will continue to 
bring in praise from many 
critics and provide that hopeful 
teenage rom-com sentiment.

IMDb
The poster of To All The Boys: P.S. I Still Love You

by Annaika Taneja
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Following Andrew Johnson 
and Bill Clinton, Donald 
Trump is America’s third 
president to be impeached by 
the House of  Representatives. 
In short, Trump is accused 
of  improperly seeking help 
from Ukraine to bolster 
his chances for re-election. 
Allegedly, Trump attempted 
to dig up incriminating 
information against Joe 
Biden, one of  his strongest 
Democratic competitors, as 
Biden’s son Hunter works 
for a Ukranian company. 

On December 18, 2019, 
the House of  Representatives 
voted to adopt both Articles of  

Trump’s impeachment, “Abuse 
of  Power,” and‚ “Obstruction 
of  Congress,” with a vote 
of  230-197 and 229-198, 
respectively. Consequently, the 
impeachment charges were 
brought forward to the Senate. 

On January 31, 2020, 
the Senate voted to omit 
witnesses during Trump’s 
impeachment trial in a 51-49 
vote, making Trump’s Senate 
impeachment trial the first in 
US history that would not have 
witnesses. Senate Republicans 
were in favor of  barring 
witnesses and testimonials, 
arguing that witnesses would 
simply stall the Senate from 

Trump’s inevitable acquittal. 
On February 5, 2020, the 

Senate officially voted to acquit 
Trump from both impeachment 
charges, with a vote of  52-48 
for Article I (“Abuse of  Power”) 
and a vote of  53-47 for Article 
II (“Obstruction of  Congress”). 
Both Articles failed to muster 
the 2/3 majority in the Senate 
required to remove Trump. 

Upon reflection of  Trump’s 
impeachment trial, it is clear 
that the Impeachment was not 
an issue of  Trump’s ability as 
a president, but rather of  the 
deep, bitter divide between 
the two main political factions 
of  the United States. In the 
House voting, 229 and 228 
of  the 233 Democrats voted 
for Article I and Article II, 
respectively. Comparatively, 
195 out of  the 197 Republicans 
voted against both Articles. A 
similar pattern was seen in the 
Senate, where all 45 Democrats 
voted to charge Trump for 
both Articles, while almost all 
Republicans voted to acquit 
Trump. “It was a really partisan 
issue,” notes Pratik Singh, a 
sophomore in EBHS, “and it 
represented the huge divide 
in Congress right now.” The 

impeachment process clearly 
exposed the extreme polarity 
of  America’s current political 
parties. “[The Impeachment] 
seemed like more of  a 
symbol,” says Nicolas Vinco, 
another EBHS sophomore, 
of  the extreme ideological 
divide in America rather 
than “the expectation that 
something would come of  it.”

But what about Trump now? 
Just two days after Trump’s 
acquittal, Trump fired Gordon 
Sondland, the ambassador to 
the European Union. The day 
after, Trump dismissed Colonel 

Alexander Vindman. Both men 
testified against Trump during 

President Trump Acquitted

Senate Television via AP Photo
Members of the Senate are sworn in before the impeachment trials

the House impeachment 
inquiry. Both of  these 
removals, to many, questioned 
the integrity of  Trump. Is 
Trump able to act objectively? 
Or is he simply unable to make 
decisions without personal 
input? “Presidential power 
should not be used for personal 
gain. Period,” criticizes 
Singh, “and it’s shameful 
how [Trump] acted, very well 
knowing he represents the 
whole country.” One thing is 
certain, that no matter what 
their political affiliation may 
be, the entire nation will be 

watching to see how the events 
of  the next few months unfold.

CNN.com 
There were two articles of impeachment against Trump

by Austin Yang
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by Minta Caune

The Influence of The Influencer
Jenner (162 million Instagram 
followers), Gigi Hadid (36.8 
million) and Rihanna (78 
million). More recently, the rise 
of  Tik Tok has led to fashion 

trends related 
to “e-boys,” 
“e-girls,” and 
VSCO girls at 
East Brunswick 
High School, 
which were 
c e l e b r a t e d 
by the East 
B r u n s w i c k 
High School 
S t u d e n t 
C o u n c i l ’ s 
“ C h a r a c t e r 
Day” earlier 
in the year.   

The social 
media industry knows the 
power these influencers have 
over their followers, which is 
why influencers with 4 million 
followers can charge up to 
$175,000 per sponsored post.

For others, the power of  
these influencers extends much 
further than just advertising 
and pure fashion influence. 
“Influencers tell more than just 
what fashion or makeup trends 
are in right now. They play an 

“A lot of  people take the 
words and actions of  influencers 
to heart,” Junior Anderson 
Edwards said regarding the 
influencer’s impact on students. 

To Edwards, influencers also 
create a “uniform dynamic” 
in schools. “A new trend comes 
out, everyone follows it, whether 
they realize it or not. Then, 
another trend comes along and 
the cycle repeats,” he noted.

Sherpa jackets, camo, and 
checkered patterns are only 
some of  the main staples of  
students’ wardrobes this past 
year, thanks to the styles of  
Instagram influencers like Kylie 

As the role of  social media in 
the 21st century continues to 
grow, so does the role of  the 
“influencer,” a nickname for the 
many social media celebrities 

with the platform and power to 
persuade followers. Currently, 
according to Statista.com, 
about 79% of  the population 
of  Americans have a social 
media profile of  some kind, 
whether it be Facebook, 
Instagram, Twitter, Tik Tok, 
Snapchat or YouTube. And 
as these companies continue 
to grow, so does the role of  
influencers in advertising, 
politics, and entertainment.        

even bigger role in how we all 
see ourselves,” Sophomore 
Samantha Lederman said. 
The use of  Photoshop and the 
prevalence of  models who look 
a certain way can “influence 
the way we feel we are viewed 
by society and increase 
social anxiety,” according to 
junior Rasvitha Rajendra.  

However, the impact of  

influencers has also been 
positive.  New platforms have 
created many opportunities 
for models like Ashley Graham 
(10.2 million Instagram 
followers) and Winnie Harlow 
(7.6 million Instagram 
followers) to spread body 

positivity and redefine beauty 
standards. To senior Shruti 
Shah, influencers can also help 
teens see that they can “still be an 
influential role model through 
social media, especially if  they 
decide college isn’t their thing.” 

Whether it be tweets from 
the President of  the United 
States (55 million Twitter 
followers) or a controversy 

over the “hype” of  Tik Toker 
Charli D’Amelio (26.5 million 
Tik Tok followers), the words, 
actions and appearances of  
influencers are becoming 
more and more pervasive 
in the lives of  teens today.

                                                                                                                                        Forbes 
8 year-old Ryan Kaji is a top YouTubers, earning $22 million reviewing children’s toys

Financial Times
Influencers span many industries, from beauty to sports

EBHS urban legend has it 
that Miss Cunningham is 
intimidating. When I asked 
her about this, she laughed 
and said with a knowing smile, 
“Yeah, that’s what I’m going 
for.” Anyone who meets her 
soon learns that this persona 
is just her loving ferocity. “It’s 
really just tough love,” she 
says. In Cunningham’s class, 
her quirks, unbridled sarcasm, 
and wit make it easier to laugh 
at and learn from our mistakes 
and become better readers 
and writers. It’s because of  
this air of  familiarity that 
Junior, Gianna Sanseverino 
sees Miss Cunningham as 
radiating those “cool mom 
vibes.” Cunningham agrees: 
she envisions herself  as 
“mama bear” and the students 
her “bear cubs,” always 
backed by mama’s growly, 
stay-away-from-us attitude. 

Miss Cunningham loves her 
job. It took her, in fact, a couple 
of  days to find words to describe 
herself  other than “teacher,” 
because an educator, she says, 
is always what she has been. 
When she was a kid, she didn’t 
play shallow “pretend school” 
with her sister, but took on the 

duties of  “pretend teacher.” 
Today, Miss Cunningham 

teaches AP Language and 
Composition and English 
10, where her goal is to help 
students “challenge and express 
ideas.” That aim has led her to 
take on the challenge of  writing 
instruction, which education 
programs gloss over. “I tell my 
students to think of  a thesis as 
a realization, to articulate what 
the book makes them realize 
about a big idea like morality, 
love, identity, freedom.” She 
says that using questions to 
brainstorm helps students 
develop more insightful ideas 
that they want to articulate 
clearly to their reader. In the 
future, she sees herself  as a 
writing curriculum developer. 

It’s no surprise that Miss 
Cunningham is a writer 
herself. “I like writing reviews 
and creative nonfiction. The 
English department also has 
a scary story writing contest 
every Halloween. It definitely 
challenges my skills. They’re 
all amazing writers.”  Her 
proudest piece though, titled 
Papa, recounts her experiences 
with her grandfather before 
his passing. Written poetically 

and with visceral attention to 
detail - “There was a difference 
between his failing body and 
whatever it was inside him 
that tried to hold onto it as it 
went down” - Cunningham 
adroitly narrates her story 
of  love and care shorn of  
their intended vigor, due 
to life’s frustrations. Death, 
Cunningham shows, is most 
painful when life doesn’t give 
you the means to brace for it. 

Expression via writing 
like this is what Cunningham 
considers most valuable.  “It’s 
not about writing essays about 
books,” she says. “Writing 
is for grappling with your 
thoughts and what you’re 
going through.” It is “a way 
to hold on and to let go.”

If  Miss Cunningham 
weren’t a teacher, she’d be 
a scriptwriter, producer, 
director, or actress - anything 
to do with storytelling. Her 
creative proclivity is inspired 
by her favorite writers, Ernest 
Hemingway and James Joyce, 
and her favorite artist, the 
eccentric Salvador Dali. Her 
travels to their homelands - 
Ireland and Spain - revealed 
to her how much she’d really 

wanted to write. A few years 
back, she visited Spain and 
Ireland with her sister, which 
helped to reconcile the two. 
It was also a trip to the 
homelands of  her favorite 
writers, Ernest Hemingway 
and James Joyce, and her 
favorite artist, Salvador Dali. 

We can all learn a lot from 
Cunningham. Her advice is 
to avoid complacency and 
to constantly push yourself  
to learn more and do better. 
When Cunningham couldn’t 
stand my clumsy journalism 

skills, for example, she taught 
me how to interview her for 
this piece. Be, like her, a little 
introspective. “I yell at me a 
lot!” Think deeply and use 
words precisely; say what you 
mean. Let yourself  off the 
hook for being a “perfectionist” 
- the worst that can come 
from it is overthinking; the 
best is hard work and a sense 
of  purpose. Be who you are, 
even if  it’s misunderstood 
at times, but make sure, like 
Miss Cunningham, that 
you’re empathetic at heart.

Kaitlyn Liu
Miss Cunningham smiling for a photo

by Aaron Zhu

The Woman, The Myth, The Cunningham
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The EBHS Academic Team, 
sometimes referred to as the 
Quiz Bowl team, is comprised 
of  a group of  intelligent, 
dedicated students who 
compete head to head in 
academic tournaments with 
other high schools. These 
tournaments are competitions 
that consist of  a variety of  
categories, including history, 
science, literature, current 
events, fine arts, pop culture, 
geography, religion, mythology, 
philosophy, and social sciences. 
Teams compete in a buzzer 
competition with four players on 
each side trying to buzz in first 
with the right answer. The Quiz 
Bowl team of  EBHS recently 

competed in the Millburn 
Invitational Tournament, 
in which the A-Team won 
fourth place overall and the 
B-team won sixth overall.

However, such results do not 
come easily. Sophomore Lillian 
Zhu, a literature player on 
the Quiz Bowl team, explains 
that the team hosts “weekly 
practices with buzzers, where 
one person reads packets and 
the other people try to buzz 
in with the correct answer.” 
These practices are open to 
anyone who wishes to learn 
more about the Quiz Bowl 
team representing EBHS. 
Individually, members of  
the Quiz Bowl team also 

practice by what they call 
“carding,” essentially making 
flashcards for important 
information. Another popular 
practice technique is using 
a website called protobowl.
com. According to Zhu, this 
interface is a “great online tool 
where a computer displays a 
question for you and you buzz 
in and type your answer.”

Following long hours of  
practice, the members of  the 
Quiz Bowl team can finally 
attend both individual and 
group tournaments and 
competitions in order to 
compete for prestigious awards. 
Just earlier this year, the team 
attended the Livingston New 

Year’s Novice Tournament. As 
a result of  the hard work put 
forth by the team throughout 
the season, the EB A-Team 
ended the tournament in 
second place. Lillian herself  
won 8th overall as an individual 
player. Currently, the EBHS 
A-Team is ranked 31st in the 
nation by National Academic 
Quiz Tournaments, LLC. Such 
intellectual prowess and hard 
work shown by the Quiz Bowl 
team is certainly a respectable 
representation of  our school.

This hard work and 
diligence have created a 
close-knit group of  not only 

teammates but friends. Senior 
Alexander Suponya, a Quiz 
Bowl team member, recently 
released a music video about 
the Academic team. The video 

is filmed by another Quiz Bowl 
member, Aniket Das, and the 
main purpose of  the project 
was to respond to insults made 
by the Dean of  Millburn High 
School, who called the EBHS 
Academic Team a “solid 
second-tier team.”  Throughout 
the video, Suponya references 
inside jokes and uses extensive 
Quiz Bowl lingo that the 
team uses to “refer to bad and 
good moments during Quiz 
Bowl games.” This video is 
a testament to the inevitable 
bond that formed between 
the teammates due to their 
dedication to the team, one 

another, and to the pure pursuit 
of  knowledge. Check out the 
music video on YouTube and be 
sure to support the Quiz Bowl 
team as they move forward!

Academic Team Facebook
The members of the 2019-2020 Quiz Bowl team

Academic Team Facebook
The A-team after placing 2nd at the Maroon Bowl competition

by Mary Elgayar and Siri Dasari
The Quiz Bowl Buzz

As February 2020 begins, 
EBHS, like the rest of  America, 
is eagerly following the lead 
up to the national election in 
November. Discussions result 
in heated debates about which 
Democratic candidate should 
go up against President Trump, 
while some believe the current 
president may remain in office 
for another four years. But 
what happens when people 
are faced with the question 
of  voting on their phones? 

Many students here will 
be of  age to vote soon if  they 
are not already. Pew Research 
Center predicts Generation 
Z will make up about 10% 
eligible voters in the upcoming 
presidential election; since the 
2016 presidential election, 
Baby Boomers are expected to 

decrease from about 30% to 
28% of  voters while Millenials 
are expected to stay around 
27%. This influx of  younger 
voters lends to predictions 
that there will be an increased 
push for mobile voting, 
seeing as Generation Z prides 
itself  on being tech-savvy 
“digital natives” according to 
LinkedIn. But students are 
proving this assumption wrong. 

The major concern is the 
vulnerability of  voting on 
smartphones. Verena Fanous, a 
junior at EBHS and a member 
of  Model United Nations, 
believes that this method of  
voting “might encourage more 
people to vote” but at the same 
time presents the possibility 
of  “hacking problems,” a 
constant source of  debate from 

the last presidential election. 
She also brings up that if  this 
system were to be integrated 
nationally, those who are less 
tech-dependent—and make up 
a large percentage of  voters—
may be targeted or exploited 
for their vote and data. Enya 
Madurawala, a EBHS junior, 
also voices her concerns about 
potential  cheating. She believes 
technology can be “tampered 
with” to benefit and possibly 
promote a specific candidate 
or party. On the other hand, 
Madurawala notes that 
voting on an app will “reduce 
paper usage” and “increase 
accessibility,” but both she and 
Fanous share the belief  that 
the potential drawbacks of  the 
system outweigh the positives. 

However, President Sheila 
Nix of  Tusk Philanthropies, 
a company that focuses on 
expanding mobile voting, does 
not want people to be turned 
off from smartphone voting just 
yet. According to The Washington 
Post, her organization works 
with boosting voter turnout 
through mobile voting and 
is currently involved with a 
Seattle-area election to elect a 
seat on the board of  the King 

Conservation District. Tusk 
Philanthropies was uninvolved 
with the Iowa Caucus but 
illustrates what went wrong so 
people can understand that the 
problems can and will be fixed 
in the future. She highlights 
there was no “backup plan 
in case of  technological 
mishaps” in Iowa and that 
more education and testing is 
the answer to garner support. 
Nix also supports mobile 
voting because it is predicted to 
help with the current primary 
system, which mostly draws 
people from political extremes 
to participate because they 

Voting? There’s an app 
for that

by Mara Zaki

Chona Kasinger
Smartphones are being used to cast ballots in Seattle

are “the most involved.” The 
overall goal of  the project is 
to get “more people to vote so 
[they] reduce the polarization.” 

Overall, this tricky 
situation has left students 
stumped. There are benefits 
to this system, but how can we 
progress if  the safety of  our 
voting is compromised? While 
it is safe to say that this problem 
will not be fixed anytime soon, 
there is hope that EB students, 
as well as our peers around the 
nation, will find a way to fairly 
participate in the democracy 
we hope to uphold—the 
democracy we were promised.

“Nix also supports mobile 
voting because it is 

predicted to help with the 
current primary system, 

which mostly draws 
people from political 

extremes to participate...”
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The most wonderful time of  
the year in Hollywood has 
ended—awards season has 
come to its bittersweet finale. 
From November to February, 
there have been a multitude 
of  awards shows. During 
these lucky nights, the general 
public can watch their favorite 
celebrities walk the lush red 
carpet, dress in the most 
luxurious gowns and tuxedos, 

and receive awards others 
can only dream of  winning. 
However, with the passing of  
the 62nd Grammy Awards that 
took place this January, many 
people are questioning the 
whole award show institution. 
With social media in use 

now more than ever, award 
show viewership is decreasing 
rapidly, causing the public to 
wonder what its future will be.                                                                  

The 2020 Grammys were 
jam packed with extravagant 
performances from world-class 
artists like the Jonas Brothers 
and Camilla Cabello, heartfelt 
tributes to the legendary Kobe 
Bryant and Nipsey Hussle, and 
Billie Eilish’s multiple clean 

sweep victories. Yet, the statistics 
clearly show a plunging decline 
in viewership. According to The 
Hollywood Reporter, 18.7 million 
viewers watched this year’s 
program. It is the smallest 
audience count since the 2008 
Grammys, which amassed 

only 17.18 million viewers. 
In fact, the 2020 Grammy 
numerical isn’t far off from the 
lowest Grammy viewership 
ever—the Grammys in 2006, 
which counted for a measly 
17 million. The 18.7 million 
views are down by 1.2 million 
views from the 2019 awards. 
This year’s Grammys also set 
a new record for the lowest 
rating. With a 5.4 rating among 
adults between the ages of  18 
to 49, the awards show had the 
poorest audience critique ever.            

And it’s not just the 
Grammys. The MTV Video 
Music Awards has seen about 
a 50% decline in its audience 
members in recent years. 
And as for the Emmys, the 
audience fell nearly 35% 
from the years 2018 to 2019. 

There are several different 
answers to explain this 
occurrence, a main one 
being the twenty-first-century 
lifestyle. Nowadays, many 
people don’t have the time or 
the patience to sit through an 
entire awards show. As junior 
and Bella Voce singer, Jhanvi 
Pai says, “It’s much easier to 
watch all the best parts on 
YouTube. I love singing and 

look forward to the amazing 
Grammy performances each 
year, but why watch the entire 
event when I can enjoy just 
the singing parts of  it the 
next day?” She’s not wrong. 

Demi Lovato’s heartfelt new 
song “Anyone” has garnered a 
whopping 11 million views on 
YouTube already, and Billie 
Eilish’s unreal performance of  
“when the party’s over” has 
over 10 million views and is on 
the rise every day. Because it’s 
more efficient to watch only the 
best clips online, many people 
prefer this option instead.   

The Grammys have also 
become more of  a political 
event rather than a musical 
one. Many presenters and 

Lights, Camera, Canceled?
THE FUTURE OF AWARDS SHOWS

by Nikhita Iyengar
winners discuss serious political 
issues like climate change 
and the  #MeToo movement. 
Junior Michelle Chung opposes 
this by saying, “I like watching 
the Grammys but constant 

mentions of  politics ruins the 
entire mood.” On the other 
hand, many applaud these 
artists for using their platforms 
to discuss topics they care about.

However, even with the 
decline of  views, award shows 
are still a popular program 
and are likely to remain that 
way. They will never fail to 
appeal to younger audience 
members with their showcase 
of  glitz and glamour, whether 
through cable television or a 
two-minute YouTube video.

Billboard
Billie Eilish, the winner of 5 Grammys

ABC
Demi Lovato’s show-stopping performance of “Anyone” 
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Spotify hits pause
On December 27, 2019, 
Spotify released a statement 
saying that it will suspend 
all political advertising 
on its platform in 2020.         
Spotify, an audio streaming 
platform, provides users with 
two options: a membership 
program known as Spotify 
Premium, or a free version 
that includes ads. Currently, 
most of  the revenue for Spotify 
comes from Premium, but as 
of  2019, 141 million users 
still rely on the free version, 
demonstrating that the effects 
of  the removal of  political ads 
from Spotify will inevitably be 
tremendous and pervasive. 

The main reason for this 
removal is Spotify’s inability 

to fact-check these political 
ads. “At this point in time, we 
do not have the necessary level 
of  robustness in our processes, 
systems and tools to responsibly 
validate and review this content. 
We will reassess this decision 
as we continue to evolve 
our capabilities,” a Spotify 
spokesperson told Ad Age. This 
suspension ultimately serves as 
an obstacle for presidential 
candidates in the 2020 election 
as some candidates and 
organizations, such as Bernie 
Sanders and the Republican 
National Committee, have 
utilized this platform in the past 
to promote their campaigns. 
Yet, this temporary ban still 
has limitations. Political 

advertisements embedded in 
third party podcasts (ie. “The 
Ben Shapiro Show” or “Pod Save 
America”) will stillbe allowed, 
meaning politicians will still have 
somewhat of  a voice on Spotify. 

Spotify is just one of  the 
many companies that have 
begun regulating political 
content. Because of  the 
mass dissemination of  false 
information in 2016 and with 
the approach of  the 2020 
political election, countless 
Tech Companies have cracked 
down on these types of  
advertisements. In October 
2019, social media sites Twitter 
and TikTok removed political 
ads. Twitter’s CEO Jack Dorsey 
tweeted about this ban, saying, 
“We believe political message 
reach should be earned not 
bought.” Likewise, Linkedin, 
Pinterest and Twitch have 
followed suit and withdrawn 
political ads as well. On the 
other hand, Facebook has 
refused to remove or fact 
check political ads because the 
company considers this action 
to be a violation of  free speech. 
Between these two ideologies, 
EBHS junior Verena Fanous 
sides with Twitter and states, 

“Although this does raise 
the question of  freedom of  
speech, Twitter is a private 
company so in the end they are 
allowed to do as they wish.” 

Both of  these practices 
have sparked backlash in the 
media. In an interview with 
CNN, political commentator 
Mark McKinnon iterated 
that the right way to regulate 
ads is to, “take a look and see 
if  it’s factual...There’s got to 
be some accountability and 
responsibility.” Companies 
such as Google and Snapchat 
have taken this route by fact 

checking their political ads. 
Still, EBHS junior Emily 
Dong prefers that political 
advertisements be removed 
completely because any type 
of  political advertisement, 
“can easily contain bias and 
be manipulative, especially 
for younger generations.”

With a multitude of  
approaches from different 
tech companies, sometimes 
one can only rely on his or her 
intuition and critical thinking 
in assessing the credibility 
and/or bias of  political ads.

Lucas Jackson, Reuters
Spotify announced that it will suspend all political ads as of 2020

TM and © Republican National Committee
Bernie Sanders and the RNC have run political ads on Spotify 

by Erin Ma
on Political ads


