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Mr. Stark, I Don’t Feel So Good...
On August 20, entertainment 
company Sony Pictures 
announced the end of  their 
partnership with Disney on the 
Spider-Man franchise due to a 
disagreement over co-financing. 
Shockingly, this dispute 
removed Spider-Man from the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
separating the iconic character 
from the largely popular 
superhero movie franchise.

The partnership began 
in 2015 when Sony and the 
Disney-owned Marvel Studios 
agreed to share the Spider-
Man character, allowing 
Disney to use Tom Holland’s 

version of  Spiderman in 
its Marvel Studios movies. 
Holland’s character quickly 
grew in popularity through his 
appearances in Captain America: 
Civil War, Avengers: Infinity War, 
and one of  2019’s biggest films, 
Avengers: Endgame. With this 
agreement, Marvel Studios 
chief  Kevin Feige integrated 
Sony Pictures’ Spider-Man 
movies into the Marvel 
Cinematic Universe through 
Spider-Man: Homecoming and the 
recently released Spider-Man: 
Far From Home, which currently 
stands as Sony Pictures’ highest-
grossing film worldwide. 

Following the success of  Spider-
Man: Far From Home, Disney 
stated that they wanted a 
50/50 split in profits with Sony 
for any future Spider-Man 
movies. When Sony refused to 
settle on Disney’s stipulation, 
Disney ended the previously-
arranged partnership, 
removing Feige and Marvel 
Studios as producers of  
Sony’s future Spider-Man 
films and along with them, 
Spider-Man from the MCU.

Many fans are quite shocked 
and saddened by Spider-Man’s 
departure from the MCU as 
the superhero has become a 

fan-favorite character. Junior 
Abigail Lam expresses that 
“the removal of  Spider-
Man from the MCU is quite 
disappointing because we 
will no longer be able to see 
interactions between Spider-
Man and other Avengers. 
I always looked forward to  
seeing Holland’s comedic 
and youthful character in the 
films.” Others have voiced a 
more dramatic reaction to the 
news, as senior Erin Burak 
claims, “it’s ruining my life, and 
I will truly miss Spider-Man.” 
The charming and adorably 
awkward version of  Peter 
Parker attracted the attention 
of  old and new Marvel fans, 
with many of  them agreeing 
that his introduction to Marvel 
was beneficial for both studios. 
Fans have already begun to 
question the future of  Spider-
Man as they will not only 
clearly notice the absence of  
the character from Marvel 
films, but it is speculated that 
Sony might even struggle to 
move forward with its Spider-
Man films without completely 
reinventing the character.

Despite the disappointment 
that many fans have expressed, 

Kevin Feige told Entertainment 
Weekly that he feels gratitude 
and joy as he was able to make 
five films within the MCU 
with Spider-Man, “a dream 
that [he] never thought would 
happen. It was never meant to 
last forever.” Holland paralleled 
Feige’s optimism, saying that 
“It’s been five amazing years. 
I’ve had the time of  my life. 
Who knows what the future 
holds?” For now, future plans 
involving Spider-Man and the 
MCU are still unclear. While 
fans enjoyed Spider-Man’s 
role in numerous Marvel films, 
his departure from the MCU 
still has great potential to be 
a success. Holland’s version 
of  Peter Parker was largely 
defined by his relationship with 
Iron Man and his constant 
struggle to live up to the legacy 
of  his innovative mentor. With 
the character’s departure from 
the MCU, Spider-Man has 
the chance to demonstrate an 
improved “normal kid from 
Queens”-image. Though 
he will be missed by many 
of  his fans, Spider-Man will 
undoubtedly be remembered 
for his endearing character 
and contributions to the MCU.

NDTV
Tom Holland as Spider-Man in Spider-Man: Far From Home

by Clara Lee

E-Cigarettes Linked to Lung Illness 
On August 21st, 2019, the 
CDC released a media 
statement concerning 193 
cases of  mysterious lung 
illnesses that were associated 
with e-cigarette product use, 
all reported between June 28th 
and August 20th of  this year. 
According to the statement, 
many of  these patients suffered 

from symptoms such as fatigue, 

difficulty breathing, chest 
pains, and vomiting, prior 
to hospitalization. Though 
all of  the reported cases 
involve e-cigarette product 
use or vaping, the statement 
goes on to explain that as of  
now, “Investigators have not 
identified any specific product 
or compound that is linked to 

all the cases.” It is also unclear 

to health officials whether 
these illnesses were caused by 
one substance or several, the 
statement mentions, and an 
article by the New York Times 
states that public health officials 
have declined to say whether 
the products in question 
are made by mass-market 
companies or counterfeiters.

In an interview with the 

New York Times, Dr. John 
Holcomb, a pulmonologist, 
sheds some light on why there is 
so much confusion surrounding 
this outbreak, mentioning that 
“the FDA has no control over 
the ingredients used in vaping 
products.” According to him, 
“the problem is we don’t know 
what’s being inhaled through 
these devices, of  which there 
are five or six hundred kinds...
We have to assume that some 
of  them may be dangerous and 
some may not be dangerous.” 
NBC News reports that there 
has been a lack of  information 
regarding the health effects of  
e-cigarettes for years, in part 
because they aren’t classified 
as drugs or medical devices, 
“which have well-established 
FDA databases to track adverse 
events.” Due to this, many 
doctors affirm that there 
has been no way to clearly 
track and report health issues 
related to vaping products.

News of  this outbreak 
arrives several months after the 
annual Monitoring the Future 
(MTF) survey conducted by 
the National Institutes of  
Health, which revealed a sharp 
increase in the amount of  

high school sophomores (23.9 
to 32.3 percent) and seniors 
(27.8 to 37.3 percent) who 
reported vaping over the past 
year, compared to results from 
2017. These numbers were a 
stark contrast to the generally 
similar or lower percentages of  
tobacco, opioid, and alcohol 
use by teenagers that were also 
recorded by the survey. When 
asked about the implications of  
this dramatic rise in numbers 
and outbreak of  pulmonary 
illnesses juniors Aribah Khan 
and Smita Rosemary shared 
similar thoughts, with Khan 
saying, “I feel like what might 
be contributing to this rise 
is the notion that vaping 
is harmless. It has become 
something thought of  as the 
‘safe stuff’ in comparison to 
smoking actual cigarettes and 
more...This false reasoning 
has become the biggest truth 
of  our generation.”  Rosemary 
continues the thought, adding, 
“I honestly believe that this 
news will not have much 
of  an effect on the vaping 
problem, as people will still 
think of  vapes and e-cigarettes 
as the safer option as long as 
they are marketed that way.”

by Rothela Samadi and John Wang

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

Graph showing  a rise in  youth e-cigarette use as advertising grows
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Hello EBHS!

Welcome back to school! We are excited to be your Editor-
in-Chiefs this year and are looking forward to another 
great year of East Brunswick High School’s elite print 
newspaper, the Clarion. Just as September marks the end 
of summer and the beginning of fall, make this school year 
the beginning of something great. Take the time to get to 
know your classmates and teachers-- you never know who 
your next best friend could be. Use this year to grow, not 
only as students, athletes, and artists, but as individuals, 
learning from every obstacle and going on with new 
knowledge and wisdom. We wish you the very best of luck 
as you embark on yet another rigorous school year. Be 
kind, work hard, and enjoy!

Yours,
Amasha and Eva

Down:
1. An acclaimed director who 
recently released a movie 
about the film industry in the 
1960’s
5. A new TV show that has 
quickly become notorious for 
its editorial makeup looks
6. A South African technology 
entrepreneur who got his 
start in PayPal

Across:
2. A word or number that 
reads the same forwards and 
backwards
3. A cartoon animal created in 
1928 that is now the mascot 
of The Walt Disney Company
4. The name of the first ever 
mammal to be cloned
7. A musical genre, originating 
in Jamaica, that sounds like 
a combination of raggae and 
rock

HUMANS OF EB

- Kayla Wheeler,
EBHS Senior

- Sara Magrino,
EBHS Dance 
Team Captain

I’ve been dancing for 15 years; it’s always been a 
creative outlet for me to turn to. I’m able to express 
myself free of the judgment of others, and there’s no 
right or wrong way to do it. The most difficult thing 
can be when you work so hard towards a goal, and 
you get injured - it can potentially be a really big 
stepback. But time off only reminds you how much 
you’d miss it, and how lost you’d be without it. Dance 
has boosted my confidence both on stage and in 
my daily life - I don’t know where I’d be without it.

I’ve always wanted to go into the entertainment 
industry; ever since I was a kid I loved making and 
editing videos. In the future, I’d love to work in film 
and television production. When I got to EBHS, I 
joined video newsmakers and began working on the 
production team for the morning announcements. 
Having a place that gives me an opportunity to be 
creative and practice my passion while still being able 
to focus on my schoolwork is really important to me.

“

My friends and I share a passion for QuizBowl, 
where we put our trivia skills to test in competitions 
against some of the best schools in the tri-state 
area. Every week, we host open practices, where 
the allure of buzzing first and a desire to share 
knowledge with others creates an accessible 
environment. We invite anyone committed enough 
to competitions, and we are hoping to qualify two 
teams for the National tournament this spring. With 
new laptops, hosting online practices becomes much 
easier. Come join us for a fun Friday afternoon, 
or for our annual QuizBowl night later this year!

- Alexander 
Suponya,

EBHS Senior

“

“

- Dennis Zhang
EBHS Senior

Participating in a sport at EBHS is so much more than 
just going to practice and competing against others; it’s 
about the lessons you learn, the connections you make, 
and the memories that last a lifetime. Being on the swim 
team, I was able to meet some of my closest friends on 
the pool deck, along with numerous others that I doubt 
I would have ever known, had we not been on the team 
together. I can’t count how many times I was at a meet 
cheering on my peers until I got a headache, and had 
to go into school the next day with my throat sore. But 
despite all that, I can say that it was worth it every time.

“
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Mr. Dana Breen is a teacher in 
Resource and In-Class Resource 
capacities for U.S. History II and World 
History classes. Before teaching, Mr. 
Breen had a 30-year career in the U.S. 
Army and the Federal Air Marshal 
Service. He raises honeybees as a hobby. 

Ms. Regan Gillespie is an 
Environmental Science teacher, 
and this is her first year teaching. 
Ms. Gillespie enjoys participating in 
color guard, loves cats but doesn’t 
have one, and likes the color yellow.

Ms. Christine Jarrach is teaching 
Culinary Arts I. While Ms. Jarrach 
was raised in New Jersey, she used 
to live in Arizona. She has an Italian 
greyhound that she loves to run with.

Miss Taylor Wapelhorst is 

teaching the Preschool Education 
and Teaching courses this year. Miss 
Wapelhorst has a dog named Bruce, 
and loves to bake. When she was in 
high school, Miss Wapelhorst took 
the same course she’s teaching now.

Meet Some of 
Our New Teachers!

by Shreya Rajeswaran

Hannah Junn
Mr. Dana Breen

Hannah Junn
Ms. Regan Gillespie

Kaitlyn Liu
Miss Taylor Wapelhorst

Kaitlyn Liu
Ms. Christine Jarrach

Recently, protests have rocked 
Hong Kong as its citizens 
have called for action from 
the government. Hong Kong, 
a special administrative 
region of  China ever since 
it was released from Britain 
in 1997, functions similar 
to an independent country 
under the “one country, two 
systems” principle. As of  late, 
the government of  Hong Kong 
has adamantly refused to meet 
all the demands of  its people.

After the proposed—and 
now withdrawn—Hong Kong 
Extradition Bill was brought 

forth, demonstrators took 

to the streets calling for its 
full withdrawal. Initially, the 
bill was meant to allow for 
the extradition of  criminals 
between Hong Kong and 
Taiwan after a legal loophole 
prevented a murder case from 
being prosecuted. Although 
it was introduced with good 
intentions, the people of  Hong 
Kong took issue with it because 
it could be a precursor to 
the erosion of  Hong Kong’s 
independence. Another 
major fear was the possibility 
of  the extradition of  Hong 
Kong citizens to politically 

motivated courts in Mainland 

China. Rising senior Kyle 
Wang believes that “increased 
transparency between both 
governments and the people 
would ease a lot of  tension, or 
at least answer some questions.”

P r o - d e m o c r a c y 
demonstrations in Hong Kong 
have largely been peaceful 
and included sit-ins and 
marches. Lately, however, 
instances of  violence have 
increased as riot police used 
tear gas, rubber bullets, and 
water cannons while groups of  
protesters threw objects at law 
enforcement officials. When a 
female was hit by a projectile 
in her right eye, protesters 
donning eye patches shut down 
the Hong Kong airport for 
three days. Carrie Lam, Hong 
Kong’s leader, finally withdrew 
the bill on September 4, but 
it was “too little, too late” 
according to many protesters. 
While one of  the five demands 
was met, the other four, 
including the exoneration 
of  arrested protesters and 
an independent inquiry into 
police misconduct during the 
rallies, were not addressed. 
Many have said that they will 
not cease their demonstrations 

until the government acts 
on all their demands.

A major concern among 
protesters was that China was 
trying to force Hong Kong 
under its rule prior to the set 

date of  2047. When polled 
in June by the University of  
Hong Kong, “53% of  1,015 
respondents identified as Hong 
Kongers, while 11% identified 
as Chinese, a record low since 
1997” (Zaharia). Evidently, 
only a small minority is willing 
to fall under complete Chinese 

control. To rising senior 
Winston Huang, it seems 
“morally wrong” to control 
an area given those statistics, 
likening it to “annexing or 
conquering” even though Hong 

Kong is technically a special 
administrative region of  China. 

While this political 
debate is on the other side 
of  the world, it is important 
to remain aware  and 
knowledgeable of  global issues, 
especially when they relate 
to our own country’s history.

Hong Kong Protests
by John Wang and Rothela Samadi

Edward Wong
Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam speaking to the press

www.scmp.com
People protesting in the streets
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Summer’s over, so to those who 
spent it with a screen in their 
face and music in their ears, 
here’s a stroll down memory lane.

Tom Holland returned to the big 
screen, starring in smash hit Spider-Man: 
Far From Home. Junior Shane Steinberg 
called it “incredibly suspenseful” and 
junior Erin Ma appreciated its “balance 
of  action and comedy.” Disney didn’t 
stop there. The photorealistic remake 
of  The Lion King seemed like a 
musical nature documentary full of  
celebrities, including Beyoncé, the lion 
queen. Though rated “fresh” on Rotten 
Tomatoes by 53 percent of  critics, it 

earned more than $500 million in the U.S 
according to The Hollywood Reporter.

Beloved series Jane the Virgin 
ended five seasons and five years after 
the series premiere, running for 100 

episodes and earning a score of  100 
percent “fresh.” Stranger Things 3 
smashed Netflix records, having the 
most viewers (40.7 million) of  any 
series or movie in its first four days.

Billie Eilish topped Billboard’s Hot 
100 with “Bad Guy,” combining soprano 
vocals with edgy lyrics, with another 
version displaying Justin Bieber’s vocals 
on the second verse. Bieber also sings 
with Ed Sheeran in “I Don’t Care,” 
which junior Liliana Cantillo called 
“light and fun.” Junior Jessica Chou 
noted that the hit isn’t special as “a lot 
of  songs focus on an artist’s reliance 
on their significant other.” Someone 
famous for doing so, Taylor Swift, 
released her album, Lover. Junior 
and Concert Choir member Annaika 
Taneja described that the title track 
demonstrates Swift returning to her 
“slower, country roots,” and as school 
rolls in, we now return to our roots.

Empire
The main characters of Stranger Things 
Season 3

CBS News
The Lion King remake features stunning 
hyperrealistic animations

Now That’s What I 
call Summer 2019

by Julia Maling
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With the start of  the 2019-
2020 school year comes a wide 
selection of  new classes within 
the East Brunswick High 
School curriculum. Long gone 
are the days when students are 
restricted to follow a regimented 
schedule, with the same few 
core classes to take every 
year. Instead, EBHS hopes to 
break the monotony with a 
varied selection of  electives. 

One of  the courses that 
will be introduced this year 
is the Nazi Germany and the 
Holocaust (H) history elective, 
which takes a deep dive 

into the rise of  “widespread 
discriminatory practices”, 
focusing primarily on the 
atrocities committed and the 
aftershocks of  the Holocaust. 
Senior Ameer Samy wanted to 
take this class because ‚“taking 
genocide with Mr. Gangi was 
an eye-opening experience,”, 
and he hopes to “take away 
a newfound respect for what 
kind of  time period the Second 
World War was.” This course 
takes on a similar subject matter 
as the widely popular and 
widely requested, ‚Genocide 
in the Modern World (H)‚ class 

introduced a few years ago, so 
students who have requested 
or taken the Genocide course 
will surely find the study of  
Nazi Germany equally as 
fascinating. Even with a passing 
interest in history, this course 
is a simple way to gain 2.5 
credits in history, while gaining 
invaluable insight into the events 
surrounding the Holocaust.

Another new class is the 
Publisher’s Workshop, which 
is centered around the creation 
of  a website, dubbed the 
EBHS Bear Hub. This class 
offers any student a chance to 

gain insight into publishing. 
For years, the EBHS 

language department has been 
set to teach four languages, 
Spanish, French, German, 
and Italian. Recently, 
however, the status quo 
has been changed with the 
introduction of  Mandarin as 
an option for students for a 
foreign language. This trend 
continues through the addition 
of  AP Mandarin, allowing 
students with the highest 
proficiency in the language 
to prove their skills with 
finality. Jackson Lee, a senior 
currently taking Mandarin, 
states that ‚“I have high hopes 
for [AP] Mandarin and it is a 
course that seems rewarding 
despite its challenges.” For 
students looking to better 

their Mandarin and challenge 
their aptitudes, AP Mandarin 
is the perfect course to take.

Along with the new classes 
mentioned above, there are 
many other new classes such 
as “Human Biology” and 
“Science, Engineering, and 
Public Policy” which are sure 
to pique the interests of  some. 
These classes are just the tip of  
the iceberg, with new classes 
being created every year, and 
fascinating electives just waiting 
to be discovered. With the 
addition of  so many of  these 
classes, it‚ nearly impossible to 
not be interested in at least one 
of  them. To learn more about 
the classes available within 
East Brunswick High School, 
refer to the 2019 course 
guide on the EBHS website.

reneeroams.com
The Holocaust memorial in Berlin, commemorating those who lost their lives in the Holocaust

theosthinktank.co.uk
AP Mandarin is a course that requires a great deal of preparation

New Year, New Classes
by Ryan Lin
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Bradley Beal will be very exciting, due to 
the fact that John Wall is injured.” John 
Wall ruptured his Achilles, and will most 
likely be out for next season, so Isaiah 
Thomas will most likely take the starting 
point guard spot. Thomas, who played 
for the Nuggets last season, averaged 
8.1 points per game for 12 games, could 
definitely have a major impact on the 
Wizards, if  he gets more minutes. Junior 
Aalok Thakar says he is “excited to 
see how Lebron plays this upcoming 
season. He has had a lot of  time off 
from the league and I believe he is going 
to destroy anyone who comes into his 
way.” Lebron James could definitely 
have a phenomenal season, and with the 
addition of  Anthony Davis, the Lakers 
could definitely be serious contenders. 
Stay tuned for what could definitely be a 
very exciting, competitive NBA season!

The NBA season is quickly approaching, 
and this year is looking like it will definitely 
be a year to watch. Players such as Zion 
Williamson, Ja Morant, RJ Barrett, 
and many more rookies will be making 

their NBA 
d e b u t . 
W i t h 
moves such 
as Kawhi 
L e o n a r d 
and Paul 
G e o r g e 
to the 
C l ippe r s , 

or AD to the Lakers,  many teams 
have a shot at winning the NBA 
Championship this season. Junior Ben 
Lipman is “very excited to watch the 
Washington Wizards. They picked up 
Isaiah Thomas, and the duo of  him and 

NBA Preview
by Rohit Narla

www.clutchpoints.com
Washington Wizards new point guard Isaiah Thomas

As the 2020 presidential race gains 
momentum, high school students find 
themselves caught between wanting a 
voice and not having a vote. Some wonder 
if it is truly possible to make a difference.

In response to last year’s shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Florida, teens nationwide 
were inspired to take a stand. “I was 
never heavily politically involved, but 
after the Parkland shooting, I decided I 
couldn’t stand idly by,” said sophomore 
Rachel Gurevich, founder of Students 
Demand Action East Brunswick. “EB 
isn’t prone to regular gun violence, 
but the group recognized that until 
there’s comprehensive gun legislation 
in our country, no community is safe.”

Other students are still more 
hesitant. “The fact that each and 
every individual has their own voice 
means that everyone deserves to 
express their opinion,” Parth Patel, a 
junior at East Brunswick High School 

Teen Activists In
2020 election

by Carley Doktorski and Srinidhi Ayalasomayajula
said. “But at this age, not everyone is 
informed enough to get involved.” 

While age plays a crucial role in 
the ability of young people to get 
involved, many still try their best. 
Gavin March, through Model UN 
and Model Congress, learned how to 
be open to both sides of an argument.

“My passion for [Model UN 
and Model Congress] allows me to 
formulate my own views,” March 
said, also emphasizing the importance 
of not blindly picking a party. 

Also, his response to those 
who do not think they can make a 
difference is that they already are: 
“If politicians see that kids are using 
their voices, it will convince them that 
this historical low-turnout of voters 
will be significant in the future.”

As Gurevich noted, “student 
activism is on the rise, and our 
elected officials notice that and 
will have to adapt to that reality.”

Rachel Gurevich
Students meet with East Brunswick’s Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman


