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A Monthly Newsletter from the PTA 
December 2018 

 

BOWNE BYTES 
  

LET’S HEAR SOME UPDATES FROM THE SPECIAL AREA 
TEACHERS! 

ART  
Rainbow bright, even at night in Kindergarten! Students 
are really showing their colors in rainbow city collage 
pictures. Then to top it off, they added a dramatic sky 
with a big moon and stars inspired by Vincent Van 
Gogh’s Starry Night painting. Now they’re moving on to 
painting radiant rainbow colors on their line and shape 
monster project. Grade one mixed it all up when they 
painted primary to secondary color balloons. Next, they 

will shape up to create a colorful fruit collage for a healthy feast. It’s been hot 
and cold in second grade as these students used warm and cool colors to 
create a vivid fall foliage landscape. Soon they will be “cutting color” like 
famous artist Henri Matisse to create a bold fishbowl collage. Third graders 
have been diving in while painting a monochromatic underwater scene. For 
the next project, they will “swim" up to the surface to create a 3D lily pond 
inspired by Claude Monet’s gardens. Fourth graders hit it big when they 
designed huge flowers painted in analogous colors encouraged by the large 
scale paintings of Georgia O'Keeffe. Next, they will be dancing to a different 
beat as they create action figure collages. Fifth graders traveled around the 
color wheel in search of color schemes for their Pop Art designs inspired by 
famous artist Andy Warhol. Soon, they will be creating sparkling effects on 
metal in 3D using repousse techniques. – Mrs. Brewer 

 

 

BASIC SKILLS/READING 
 

This year at Bowne, our students will experience something new 
and exciting for our Read Across America celebration. During the month of March 
we will be using a program called One School One Book to celebrate our love of 
reading. The entire school will be reading the same book with their families at 
home over the course of the month. We are not sharing with you what the title will 
be, but we can assure you it is an all-time favorite. Throughout the month, there 
will be school-wide activities and some family events. We can't wait to share this 
event with the Bowne Munro families!  Keep your eye out for more information to 
come! - Mrs. Vidansky 
 

  
Upcoming Events 

December 6 & 7 

Holiday Shoppe 

December 13 

PTA Teacher Holiday Luncheon 

December 21 

Classroom parties 

January 7-11 

Theater Week! 

January 14 

PTA meeting, 7pm 

In the District 
Board of Education meetings: Thursdays, 
December 6 & 20, 8pm 

EBEF meeting: Wednesday, December 19, 
7:30pm 

Winter Break: Friday, December 21, ½ day, 
lunch is served; Closed: December 24 
through January 1 

 
 



   

HAPPY HOLIDAYS!!!  Page 2 of 4 
   

 

MEDIA CENTER 
We have been very busy in the Media Center since the 
start of school. The students and I have been getting to 
know one another and we have been getting 

reacquainted with the workings of both the library and the computer lab. In the 
library, we have been exploring how libraries work and the importance of 
organization. The older students explored the Dewey Decimal System, and 
enjoyed the challenge of going on a Dewey Book Scavenger Hunt. In 
Kindergarten and First Grade, we have worked on mouse skills and basic 
keyboarding. While in Grades 2-5, we have been attaining the skills to log on and 
off the computer, as well as working with Type to Learn to enhance our 
keyboarding skills. All grade levels have worked, through the use of interactive 
games and videos, to gain an understanding of proper Netiquette, what 
information is safe to share online, and they explored Cyberbullying. We will begin 
December with the Hour of Code on Code.org as a kickoff to our Coding Unit. 
Students in all grades will be learning how to code. Our library is filled with many 
wonderful book titles. I encourage you to visit www.mc.ebnet.org with your son 
and/or daughter. Here you can access the catalog of books found in our school 
library. Students can locate books of interest. They can also see what new books 
have been added to our library collection, as well as what are the Top Ten books 
that have been checked out recently. They are welcome to leave a post it on my 
desk with their name and class section and I will pull the book and have it ready 
for them. In the words of the great Dr. Seuss, “We are off to great places...we are 
off on our way!” - Mrs. Oranchak 
 

               

        MUSIC 
The first marking period was a busy time in the 
music room. The 3rd graders started learning the 
notes of the treble clef and have now begun 
recorder lessons in Music class. They will be 
earning different colored tape as part of our Recorder Karate program. Members 
of The Carolyn Dorfman Dance Company have started working with the 5th 
grade students this past week. They will have 3 lessons and then all of the 5th 
graders in East Brunswick will attend a performance by the Carolyn Dorfman 
Dance Company on January 8. The Chorus Club has been practicing hard for the 
upcoming Winter Concert on January 15. They will be singing some catchy winter 
songs.  Members of the Drama club have been assigned their roles and we have 
been rehearsing the hopping 50’s style music. I look forward to many great 
musical things this year at Bowne-Munro. – Ms. McNally 
 
   

Do some shopping at Five Below from 12/12-12/16 and support our 
Bowne-Munro PTA!  

Flyer will go home with your students on/about 
12/7 

Don’t miss this great opportunity! 

 

MATH 

 
 
We have been so busy with numbers here at 
Bowne-Munro School!  In our kindergarten 
classes, we use numbers all day long when we 
count the number of days of school each 
morning, and use that to learn how to make 
bundles of ten to start skip counting.  Our first, 
second, and third graders have been working on 
adding and subtracting.  In 1st grade, we’ve 
been counting up and back on number lines to 
solve problems.  We’ve also learned about 
frames and arrows.  In 2nd grade, we like to use 
the friendly number 10 to add and subtract larger 
numbers.  Our 3rdgraders are adding and 
subtracting 2 and 3 digit numbers!  They will learn 
several different ways to do this to find the way 
that they like best.  The 4th and 5th graders are in 
the middle of their fraction units.  They work with 
fractions every day to understand them deeply, 
using manipulatives like fraction circles or fraction 
bars to represent equivalent fractions or to 
compare fractions.  It really is wonderful to see 
the students working and playing with numbers all 
day!- Ms. Bortnick 
 

GYM 

 
 
In the month of December, we will be starting our 
basketball skills and games unit. Grades 3-5 will be 
practicing dribbling, shooting, and passing which 
will work them up to game play. They will also be 
playing classic basketball mini games such as 
knock out, around the world, sideline basketball, 
and the 5th grade Bowne-Munro shooting 
contest. K-2 students will be learning and 
improving basic basketball skills so that they can 
be ready for more advanced game play. We will 
also play holiday themed winter games closing 
out the month of December. As we ring in the 
New Year, we will begin our gymnastics unit that 
will challenge students physically. Areas covered 
in this unit include tumbling, flexibility, balance, 
and core strength. Ninja warrior obstacle course, 
parkour challenge, and a gymnastic routine are 
some of the fun activities students can look 
forward to doing! - Mr. Candelario 
 

 
 
 

http://www.mc.ebnet.org/
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Thank you to all who contributed to our Adopt-A-Family Thanksgiving basket!   

 

Can you help out with donations for our adopted family? Can you help out 
with the Staff Luncheon or the Holiday Shoppe? 

Here are all the details: 

Gifts for the adopted family should be placed in the box in the main office by December 17. Gifts 
do not need to be wrapped, but if you would like to donate a gift bag with their gifts, that would 
be appreciated. Here's the link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084BADA92BA3FC1-adopt 

We are looking for dessert donations (or monetary donations) for the staff luncheon. The luncheon 
is December 13 and donations should be at the school by 11:00 am. If contributing a dessert (or 

you have any questions), email Rachel at roneill511802020@gmail.com. 

The Holiday Shop is Dec 6th and 7th. Set-up on the 5th. Here's the Sign-Up Genius 
link: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C45ACAE2EA1FF2-bownemunro1 

Contact us at: bownepta@gmail.com,  
 

Facebook: Bowne-Munro PTA 

Thank you for your support of Bowne-Munro School! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F084BADA92BA3FC1-adopt
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0C45ACAE2EA1FF2-bownemunro1
mailto:bownepta@gmail.com
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