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A Monthly Newsletter from the PTA 
December 2019 

 

BOWNE BYTES 
  

 HOORAY FOR THE SPECIAL AREA TEACHERS! 

ART Students have been showing off their artistic talents 
to help create a colorful and festive fall season. 
Kindergarten painted rainbow colors for turkey feathers. 
Soon, they will build a 3D multi-media snowman scene. 
Grade one had fun making a textured turkey using multiple 
tactile materials. Now they are taking a faux trip to 
Antarctica as they create a penguin collage. Second 
graders became underwater explorers while they used 
warm and cool colors for a fish scene. Next, they will create 

a snowy birdhouse scene with rich textures. Third graders 
spiced up the Thanksgiving holiday with turkey pinch pots 
including special notes inside. Next, they will construct a 
birdhouse on a stand with a model magic bird at home. Our 
fourth graders finished fantastic abstract wood sculptures. 
They will soon become bakers of oversized gingerbread 
people cookie designs. Fifth graders are bringing sparkle to 
the season with their metalwork and glittering snowflakes. – 
Mrs. Brewer 

BASIC SKILLS/READING December is an exciting 
time of year for our readers at Bowne-Munro. We are beginning 
our work on being nonfiction readers across the grade levels. 
We teach our students how reading nonfiction opens up a 
whole new world of knowledge as a reader. We can learn 
about so many things we didn't even know we were interested 

in. We also learn about using text features while reading such as graphs, maps, 
diagrams, and captions to name a few. This would be a great time to read 
nonfiction with your children and point out all the nonfiction resources we use 
on a daily basis. Don't forget to visit the East Brunswick Public Library to help 
support your child as a reader. - Mrs. Vidansky 

MEDIA CENTER The Media Center has been a 
busy place since the start of school! After a quick review 
of the Library and Computer Lab Expectations, the 
general working of the library, using a shelf marker and 
some basic book care rules, we were ready to dive into 

our units. Kindergarten began to learn the proper terms for identifying the parts 
of the computer. They also explored the keyboard, locating letters on the 
keyboard and understanding the power keys. Kindergartners have also been 
hard at work learning how to log on and log off of the computers. First through 

  
Upcoming Events 

December 11-13 

Holiday Shoppe 

December 23 

Classroom parties 

January 6-10 

Theater Week! 

January 14 

Winter Concert 

January 27 

PTA meeting, 7pm 

January 27-31 

Kindness Week 

January 31 

Movie Night 

In the District 

Board of Education meetings: 
Thursdays, December 5 (6:30pm) & 19 
(7:30pm) 

Winter Break: Monday, December 23, 
½ day, lunch is served; Closed: 
December 24 through January 1 
 

Barnes and Noble Day 2019: 
The EBEF is hosting their holiday Barnes and 
Noble book fair this coming Saturday at our 
local store at the Brunswick Square Mall. 
Bowne-Munro will be there from 2:30-3:30. 
We will be sharing Google Expeditions from 
a grant that we were awarded last year 
where we can take a journey to another 
place using VR goggles. Please stop by to 
check out this cool activity. Also, don't forget 
to do some holiday shopping! A percentage 
of all merchandise sold that day will be given 
back to the EBEF, which gives money to our 
schools through grants.  
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Fifth Grade spent a few weeks practicing their keyboarding with Type to Learn. 
They are encouraged to spend some time at home practicing as well. A letter 
went home with the log-on instructions, however if you need a new one, please 
let me know. We are currently in our Digital Citizenship Unit. This unit is important 
as it teaches the students about internet safety and media balance. We will be 
using Common Sense Media as a resource. Families are encouraged to check 
out the website https://www.commonsensemedia.org/. It is a wonderful 
resource for teachers and families alike! Students are excited about the unit that 
will be coming soon and that is our Coding Unit! Here students will become 
coders, or programmers, as they put their critical thinking skills to work! Have you 
visited my webpage? If no, PLEASE do. I have so many resources listed for you 
right at your fingertips! I also have a link to  www.mc.ebnet.org Here you can 
access our library book catalog. Students can locate books of interest for their 
own personal reading or books for an upcoming class project. They can also see 
what new books have been added to our library collection, as well as what are 
the Top Ten books that have been checked out recently. I am looking forward 
to many wonderful activities with the students during the remainder of the year! 
Happy Holidays! - Mrs. Oranchak 

MUSIC September through December is 
always a busy and exciting time in the Music Room. 
Kindergarten students practiced keeping the beat 
with their Beat Duckies and even had music with 
their Kinderbuddies. The 3rd graders started 
learning the notes of the treble clef to prepare for the arrival of their new 
recorders. Many of them were asking me every day when the recorders would 
arrive. That exciting moment finally came in late October and we have begun 
recorder lessons in Music class. They will be earning different colored tape as 
part of our Recorder karate programs. Most of our 3rd graders have already 
earned several of their colors. I will be sending song sheets home and my 
YouTube playlist of the recorder videos we use in class can be accessed from 
my website as well. The Chorus Club has been practicing hard for the upcoming 
Winter Concert in January. They will be singing some catchy winter songs that 
we hope you will all enjoy. Members of the Drama Club have been assigned 
their roles for The Best Little Theater in Town which we will present on April 1, 2020. 
I look forward to many musical things with the students this year at Bowne-Munro 
School.-Ms. McNally 

  

              December 4th Dine to Donate at MJ’s in Spotswood 

       Support our Bowne-Munro PTA!  

     Print the flier from the PTA website:  

      https://www.ebnet.org/Page/6757 

 
 

 

MATH Math is everywhere here at Bowne-
Munro School!  In our kindergarten classes, we 
use numbers all day long when we count the 
number of days of school each morning, and 
use that to learn how to make bundles of ten to 
start skip counting.  Our first, second, and third 
graders have been working on adding and 
subtracting.  Keep an eye out for methods your 
children are using – they are likely different than 
the methods that you use.  This is a perfect 
opportunity for your child to teach you a new 
way to add or subtract.  Teaching someone 
else a skill is a great way to reinforce it for 
yourself, so in showing you a new method, your 
child will be practicing it himself/herself.  The 
4th and 5th graders are working hard using 
fractions in many different ways.  They practice 
fractions every day to develop deep 
understanding, using manipulatives like 
fraction circles or fraction bars to represent 
equivalent fractions or to compare 
fractions.  The Bowne-Munro students are 
having a lot of fun with numbers and learning 
so much about math! - Ms. Bortnick 

GYM In December we will be continuing 
our throwing and catching unit with all grades. 
The K-1 grades will be concentrating more on 
underhand throwing skills. Our unit will have 
some new skills and activities for all grades. Our 
classes also will be playing some classic games 
such as bean bag toe tag and gaga. Students 
will also be continuing with their cardiovascular 
fitness warm-ups. This will help keep our students 
in shape throughout the new year. - Mr. 
Giordano 

Thank you to all who 
contributed to our Adopt-A-
Family Thanksgiving baskets!   

 
Thank you for your support of 

Bowne-Munro School!  

Contact us at: bownepta@gmail.com 

Facebook: Bowne-Munro PTA 
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